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The Conference in the Bible 
Reorganization of the church with Jethro & Moses
~In Exodus 18, Moses was the single leader and judge of God’s people. Jethro, his father-in-law, 
suggested a reorganization of the church-in-the-wilderness structure, “If thou shalt do this thing, and 
God command thee so…” (18:23). Moses listened, and God’s church was much more efficient.  

The same reorganization process took place in our beloved church. In the 1891 through the very 
early 1900s (with a reorganization starting in 1901), EGW believed the church was not a reliable 
vehicle for the voice of God. Before and after that, the church together in General Conference 
session was the highest voice of authority that God has on the earth. (See quotes on page six.) 

Moses @ Mount Sinai
~What happened when God wanted to make a new ‘denomination’ from Moses, without the C.o.I? 

• Exodus 32:7-14 And the LORD said unto Moses, Go, get thee down; for thy people, which 
thou broughtest out of the land of Egypt, have corrupted themselves:  

• Exodus 32:8 They have turned aside quickly out of the way which I commanded them: they 
have made them a molten calf, and have worshipped it, and have sacrificed thereunto, and 
said, These be thy gods, O Israel, which have brought thee up out of the land of Egypt.  

• Exodus 32:9 And the LORD said unto Moses, I have seen this people, and, behold, it is a 
stiffnecked people:  

• Exodus 32:10 Now therefore let me alone, that my wrath may wax hot against them, and that I 
may consume them: and I will make of thee a great nation.  

• Exodus 32:11 And Moses besought the LORD his God, and said, LORD, why doth thy wrath 
wax hot against thy people, which thou hast brought forth out of the land of Egypt with great 
power, and with a mighty hand?  

• Exodus 32:12 Wherefore should the Egyptians speak, and say, For mischief did he bring 
them out, to slay them in the mountains, and to consume them from the face of the earth? 
Turn from thy fierce wrath, and repent of this evil against thy people.  

• Exodus 32:13 Remember Abraham, Isaac, and Israel, thy servants, to whom thou swarest by 
thine own self, and saidst unto them, I will multiply your seed as the stars of heaven, and all this 
land that I have spoken of will I give unto your seed, and they shall inherit it for ever.  

• Exodus 32:14 And the LORD repented of the evil which he thought to do unto his people.  

~Moses must have remembered Abraham’s intercession from Genesis 18:20-33. God was looking for 
an intercessor: Isaiah 59:14-16. 
~Did Moses think that separating from God’s rebellious people was the answer?  

Before reading from Ellen White, notice her listen in the Smithsonian’s 2015 Spring Collector’s 
Edition, “The 100 most significant Americans of All Time,” page 72. 

“Let Me alone, . . . that I may consume them,” were the words of God. If God had purposed to 
destroy Israel, who could plead for them? How few but would have left the sinners to their fate! How 
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few but would have gladly exchanged a lot of toil and burden and sacrifice, repaid with ingratitude 
and murmuring, for a position of ease and honor, when it was God Himself that offered the release. 
But Moses discerned ground for hope where there appeared only discouragement and wrath. The 
words of God, “Let Me alone,” he understood not to forbid but to encourage intercession, implying 
that nothing but the prayers of Moses could save Israel, but that if thus entreated, God would spare 
His people. . . . 
As Moses interceded for Israel, his timidity was lost in his deep interest and love for those for whom 
he had, in the hands of God, been the means of doing so much. The Lord listened to his pleadings, 
and granted his unselfish prayer. (Patriarchs and Prophets, 318, 319).  

Joshua and Caleb
~12 people were summoned from every tribe/division of the church in the wilderness. Leaders from 
each of the tribes/divisions were chosen as a committee. They had a God-given task to lead His 
church evangelistically into the Canaan land.  

• Numbers 13:25-26 And they returned from searching of the land after forty days.  
• Numbers 13:26 And they went and came to Moses, and to Aaron, and to all the congregation of 

the children of Israel, unto the wilderness of Paran, to Kadesh; and brought back word unto 
them, and unto all the congregation, and shewed them the fruit of the land. 

• Numbers 13:30-14:2 And Caleb stilled the people before Moses, and said, Let us go up at 
once, and possess it; for we are well able to overcome it.  

• Numbers 13:31 But the men that went up with him said, We be not able to go up against the 
people; for they are stronger than we.  

• Numbers 13:32 And they brought up an evil report… 
• Numbers 14:1 And all the congregation lifted up their voice, and cried; and the people wept 

that night.  
• Numbers 14:2 And all the children of Israel murmured against Moses and against Aaron: and 

the whole congregation said unto them, Would God that we had died in the land of Egypt! or 
would God we had died in this wilderness! 

~Young people are needed in the work—those who will undertake the work interestedly and will 
carry it forward zealously and strongly. But the Lord is, and ever will be, with the old, steadfast 
leaders who have held fast to the truth in times of peril. When the foundation of the faith of the 
younger leaders seems to be swept away and their houses falling, the testimony, like that of Caleb, 
will be heard from the old warriors, “Let us go up at once, and possess it; for we are well able to 
overcome it.” Then the voice of unbelief was heard. “We be not able to go up against the people; for 
they are stronger than we.” One word of unbelief prepares the way for more. Satan does not easily 
let alone any person whom he can tempt to dishonor God by expressing unbelief. . . . {Christ 
Triumphant 119.2}  
What effect did this report have upon the congregation? . . . “And all the children of Israel 
murmured against Moses and against Aaron: and the whole congregation said unto them, Would 
God that we had died in the land of Egypt! or would God we had died in this wilderness!”. . . {CTr 
119.3}  
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Let all read carefully the fourteenth chapter of Numbers, and let them understand that people 
can make false reports as did these who had been sent on an errand that concerned the movements 
of more than a million people. . . . {CTr 119.4}  
Those who bore the discouraging report and brought discouragement to the whole camp of Israel, 
when opposed because of their unfaithful witness, served the satanic powers in complete rebellion. 
And they carried the disappointed congregation with them, in that they believed their 
interpretation of the land. The congregation took the wrong side, and, inspired by satanic 
agencies, they cried out against the faithful spies, and bade them stone Joshua and Caleb, who 
dared to bear the truthful representation in regard to the land. {CTr 119.5}  

~God was ready to punish and disinherit them AGAIN!  
• Read Numbers 14:11-24!!! 

~God protected His faithful few. He gave them a heart to bear the punishment that was not theirs… 
to travel with the unfaithful in the wilderness for 40 years until they were shown as the ONLY ones 
that were able to withstand the trials of the desert. 

Korah, Dathan, Abiram, and On
~The priesthood was under attack.  

• Numbers 16:2 And they rose up before Moses, with certain of the children of Israel, two 
hundred and fifty princes of the assembly, famous in the congregation, men of renown:  

• Numbers 16:3 And they gathered themselves together against Moses and against Aaron, and 
said unto them, Ye take too much upon you, seeing all the congregation are holy, every one of 
them, and the LORD is among them: wherefore then lift ye up yourselves above the 
congregation of the LORD? 

~What was the response from the leadership? They rebuked the rebels, but they also prayed for them! 
• Numbers 16:4 When Moses heard it, he fell upon his face… 

• Numbers 16:22 And they fell upon their faces, and said, O God, the God of the spirits of all 
flesh, shall one man sin, and wilt thou be wroth with all the congregation?  

• Numbers 16:44 And the LORD spake unto Moses, saying,  
• Numbers 16:45 Get you up from among this congregation, that I may consume them as in a 

moment. And they fell upon their faces.  
• Numbers 16:46 And Moses said unto Aaron, Take a censer, and put fire therein from off the 

altar, and put on incense, and go quickly unto the congregation, and make an atonement for 
them: for there is wrath gone out from the LORD; the plague is begun.  

• Numbers 16:47 And Aaron took as Moses commanded, and ran into the midst of the 
congregation; and, behold, the plague was begun among the people: and he put on incense, and 
made an atonement for the people.  

• Numbers 16:48 And he stood between the dead and the living; and the plague was stayed. 
~Following this scenario was Aaron’s rod that budded! Proof of God’s desired order. 
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Samuel and C.o.I. asking for a King
~The elders of the church, due to an issue in the priesthood, wanted to go contrary to God’s will in 
asking for a king, following the example of other nations. The motives were different than Korah, 
Dathan, Abiram, and On, but their goals were the same (in Samuel the priesthood was evil, but in 
Numbers they believed everyone was holy and that anyone could hold the same office). 
~1 Samuel 8-12 tells the entire story… read it and understand it in an eschatological context! 
~After the evil decision had been made to follow the example of the surrounding nations, Samuel 
was still WITH the C.o.I., but he was unashamed to remind them of their evils: 

• 1Samuel 8:1-9 And it came to pass, when Samuel was old, that he made his sons judges over 
Israel.  

• 1Samuel 8:2 Now the name of his firstborn was Joel; and the name of his second, Abiah: they 
were judges in Beersheba.  

• 1Samuel 8:3 And his sons walked not in his ways, but turned aside after lucre, and took 
bribes, and perverted judgment.  

• 1Samuel 8:4 Then all the elders of Israel gathered themselves together, and came to Samuel 
unto Ramah,  

• 1Samuel 8:5 And said unto him, Behold, thou art old, and thy sons walk not in thy ways: now 
make us a king to judge us like all the nations.  

• 1Samuel 8:6 But the thing displeased Samuel, when they said, Give us a king to judge us. And 
Samuel prayed unto the LORD.  

• 1Samuel 8:7 And the LORD said unto Samuel, Hearken unto the voice of the people in all 
that they say unto thee: for they have not rejected thee, but they have rejected me, that I should 
not reign over them. 

• 1Samuel 8:8 According to all the works which they have done since the day that I brought them 
up out of Egypt even unto this day, wherewith they have forsaken me, and served other gods, so 
do they also unto thee.  

• 1Samuel 8:9 Now therefore hearken unto their voice: howbeit yet protest solemnly unto 
them, and shew them the manner of the king that shall reign over them. 
  

• 1Samuel 10:17-19 And Samuel called the people together unto the LORD to Mizpeh;  
• 1Samuel 10:18 And said unto the children of Israel, Thus saith the LORD God of Israel, I 

brought up Israel out of Egypt, and delivered you out of the hand of the Egyptians, and out 
of the hand of all kingdoms, and of them that oppressed you:  

• 1Samuel 10:19 And ye have this day rejected your God… 

• 1Samuel 12:13-25 Now therefore behold the king whom ye have chosen, and whom ye have 
desired! and, behold, the LORD hath set a king over you.  

• 1Samuel 12:14 If ye will fear the LORD, and serve him, and obey his voice, and not rebel 
against the commandment of the LORD, then shall both ye and also the king that reigneth over 
you continue following the LORD your God:  

• 1Samuel 12:15 But if ye will not obey the voice of the LORD, but rebel against the 
commandment of the LORD, then shall the hand of the LORD be against you, as it was 
against your fathers.  
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• 1Samuel 12:16 Now therefore stand and see this great thing, which the LORD will do before 
your eyes.  

• 1Samuel 12:17 Is it not wheat harvest to day? I will call unto the LORD, and he shall send 
thunder and rain; that ye may perceive and see that your wickedness is great, which ye have 
done in the sight of the LORD, in asking you a king.  

• 1Samuel 12:18 So Samuel called unto the LORD; and the LORD sent thunder and rain that 
day: and all the people greatly feared the LORD and Samuel.  

• 1Samuel 12:19 And all the people said unto Samuel, Pray for thy servants unto the LORD thy 
God, that we die not: for we have added unto all our sins this evil, to ask us a king.  

• 1Samuel 12:20 And Samuel said unto the people, Fear not: ye have done all this wickedness: 
yet turn not aside from following the LORD, but serve the LORD with all your heart;  

• 1Samuel 12:21 And turn ye not aside: for then should ye go after vain things, which cannot 
profit nor deliver; for they are vain.  

• 1Samuel 12:22 For the LORD will not forsake his people for his great name’s sake: because 
it hath pleased the LORD to make you his people.  

• 1Samuel 12:23 Moreover as for me, God forbid that I should sin against the LORD in 
ceasing to pray for you: but I will teach you the good and the right way:  

• 1Samuel 12:24 Only fear the LORD, and serve him in truth with all your heart: for consider 
how great things he hath done for you.  

• 1Samuel 12:25 But if ye shall still do wickedly, ye shall be consumed, both ye and your king.  

~What happened to Saul, the new king, and the C.o.I.? 
• 1Samuel 15:11 It repenteth me that I have set up Saul to be king: for he is turned back 

from following me, and hath not performed my commandments. And it grieved Samuel; and 
he cried unto the LORD all night. 

• 1Samuel 15:23 For rebellion is as the sin of witchcraft, and stubbornness is as iniquity and 
idolatry. Because thou hast rejected the word of the LORD, he hath also rejected thee from 
being king. 

~Because Saul didn’t listen to the Word of the Lord in this occasion, it was the means of his seeking a 
spirit medium in the witch of Endor (1 Samuel 28:3-18, 1 Chronicles 10:13-14). 

Elijah and the 7000
~Did God have anybody on earth who believed and lived what God had asked His church? 
Thankfully the answer can always be, 

• 1Kings 19:18 Yet I have left me seven thousand in Israel, all the knees which have not bowed 
unto Baal, and every mouth which hath not kissed him.  

• Romans 11:4 But what saith the answer of God unto him? I have reserved to myself seven 
thousand men, who have not bowed the knee to the image of Baal. 
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After Daniel 3 (in 9, praying as part of God’s chosen)
~With the major majority having left faithfulness to God in their past, what would people like 
Daniel and his friends do?  

• Daniel 9:5-6 We have sinned, and have committed iniquity, and have done wickedly, and have 
rebelled, even by departing from thy precepts and from thy judgments:  

• Daniel 9:6 Neither have we hearkened unto thy servants the prophets, which spake in thy name 
to our kings, our princes, and our fathers, and to all the people of the land. 

Ezra and the Call for Reform
~Read and understand chapters 9-10  

Acts 15, used to keep back heresy…
~This section of the Bible shows God’s church coming together to ward off heresy coming into the 
church. May the good Lord lead his people THIS way! 

John 6:66 From that time many of his disciples went back, and walked no more with him.  
John 6:67 Then said Jesus unto the twelve, Will ye also go away? 
John 6:68 Then Simon Peter answered him, Lord, to whom shall we go? thou hast the words of 
eternal life. 

“I testify to my brethren and sisters that the church of Christ, enfeebled and defective as it may be, is 
the only object on earth on which He bestows His supreme regard.” {TM 15.1} 

~~~~~~~ 

Read “Testimonies to Ministers and Gospel Workers” pages 35 and onward. The church is not 
Babylon. 

Following is some Comments about the General Conference by Ellen White (chronologically) 

I have been shown that no man's judgment should be surrendered to the judgment of any one man. 
But when the judgment of the General Conference, which is the highest authority that God has 
upon the earth, is exercised, private independence and private judgment must not be maintained, 
but be surrendered. Your error was in persistently maintaining your private judgment of your duty 
against the voice of the highest authority the Lord has upon the earth.--Testimonies, Volume 3, p. 
492 (1875) 

This is the reason I was obliged to take the position that there was not the voice of God in the 
General Conference management and decisions. Methods and plans would be devised that God 
did not sanction, and yet Elder Olsen made it appear that the decisions of the General 
Conference were as the voice of God. Many of the positions taken, going forth as the voice of the 
General Conference, have been the voice of one, two, or three men who were misleading the 
Conference. There were things in regard to Sunday work, in regard to the color line, and in regard to 
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the Sentinel, that better never have been introduced in the Conference. The Lord did not preside in 
many meetings. There were some loud voices and urgent pressing of things that were backed by a 
will and determination that savored more of the common fire than the sacred. Plans were made that 
were all out of line with the unction or the leadings of the Spirit of God.  {17MR 167.1} #1265 
(1891) 
[THE OPINIONS IN THIS DOCUMENT WERE EXPRESSED BY ELLEN WHITE AT A 
TIME WHEN ONLY A SMALL GROUP REPRESENTED THE GENERAL CONFERENCE. 
AFTER THE GENERAL CONFERENCE WAS REORGANIZED IN 1901 TO PROVIDE 
BROAD REPRESENTATION, MRS. WHITE TOOK A DIFFERENT VIEW. AT THE 1909 
GENERAL CONFERENCE SHE ENCOURAGED STRONG SUPPORT FOR THE 
GENERAL CONFERENCE. AT THAT SESSION SHE SAID: "AT TIMES, WHEN A SMALL 
GROUP OF MEN ENTRUSTED WITH THE GENERAL MANAGEMENT OF THE WORK 
HAVE, IN THE NAME OF THE GENERAL CONFERENCE, SOUGHT TO CARRY OUT 
UNWISE PLANS AND TO RESTRICT GOD'S WORK, I HAVE SAID THAT I COULD NO 
LONGER REGARD THE VOICE OF THE GENERAL CONFERENCE, REPRESENTED BY 
THESE FEW MEN, AS THE VOICE OF GOD. BUT THIS IS NOT SAYING THAT THE 
DECISIONS OF A GENERAL CONFERENCE COMPOSED OF AN ASSEMBLY OF DULY 
APPOINTED, REPRESENTATIVE MEN FROM ALL PARTS OF THE FIELD SHOULD NOT 
BE RESPECTED. GOD HAS ORDAINED THAT THE REPRESENTATIVES OF HIS 
CHURCH FROM ALL PARTS OF THE EARTH, WHEN ASSEMBLED IN A GENERAL 
CONFERENCE, SHALL HAVE AUTHORITY. . . . LET US GIVE TO THE HIGHEST 
ORGANIZED AUTHORITY IN THE CHURCH THAT WHICH WE ARE PRONE TO GIVE 
TO ONE MAN OR TO A SMALL GROUP OF MEN."--TESTIMONIES, VOL. 9, PP. 260, 261. 
SEE FURTHER THE EARLY ELMSHAVEN YEARS, BY A. L. WHITE, PP. 75-94, 108-110.]  
{17MR 169.1} – (These capital statements are what the White Estate editors have made…DRM3) 

I could not entrust the light God has given me to the publishing house at Battle Creek. I would not 
dare to do this. As for your book committee, under the present administration, with the men who 
now preside, I would not entrust to them for publication in books the light given me of God, until 
that publishing house has men of consecrated ability and wisdom. As for the voice of the General 
Conference, there is no voice from God through that body that is reliable.  {17MR 178.1} 
(1895) 

…The very men who through communications have been informed that they were out of place and 
in error in representing the voice of the General Conference president as being the voice of God. For 
many years it has not been thus, and it is not thus now; nor will it ever be thus again, unless there is 
a thorough reformation. 

…It has been some years since I have considered the General Conference as the voice of God… 
1898, {17MR 216.1} 

It is working upon wrong principles that has brought the cause of God into its present 
embarrassment.  The people have lost confidence in those who have the management of the work.  
Yet we hear that the voice of the Conference is the voice of God.  Every time I have heard this, I 
have thought it was almost blasphemy.  The voice of the Conference ought to be the voice of 
God, but it is not, because some in connection with it are not men of faith and prayer, they are 
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not men of elevated principle.  There is not a seeking of God with the whole heart; there is not a 
realization of the terrible responsibility that rests upon those in this institution to mold and fashion 
minds after the divine similitude.--Manuscript 37, 1901, p. 8 (April, 1901, Talk by Mrs. E. G. 
White in the Review Chapel regarding the Southern work). 

I feel a special interest in the movements and decisions that shall be made at this Conference 
regarding the things that should have been done years ago, and especially ten years ago, when we 
were assembled in Conference, and the Spirit and power of God came into our meeting, testifying 
that God was ready to work for this people if they would come into working order. The brethren 
assented to the light God had given, but there were those connected with our institutions, especially 
with the Review and Herald Office and the Conference, who brought in elements of unbelief, so that 
the light that was given was not acted upon. It was assented to, but no special change was made to 
bring about such a condition of things that the power of God could be revealed among his 
people.  {GCB, April 3, 1901 par. 1} 

O, my very soul is drawn out in these things! Men who have not learned to submit themselves to 
the control and discipline of God, are not competent to train the youth, to deal with human minds. 
It is just as much an impossibility for them to do this work as it would be for them to make a 
world. That these men should stand in a sacred place, to be as the voice of God to the people, as 
we once believed the General Conference to be,--that is past. What we want now is a 
reorganization. We want to begin at the foundation, and to build upon a different principle.  
{GCB, April 3, 1901 par. 25} 

“I have often been instructed by the Lord that no man's judgment should be surrendered to the 
judgment of any other one man. Never should the mind of one man or the minds of a few men 
be regarded as sufficient in wisdom and power to control the work, and to say what plans shall be 
followed. But when, in a General Conference, the judgment of the brethren assembled from all 
parts of the field, is exercised, private independence and private judgment must not be 
stubbornly maintained, but surrendered. Never should a laborer regard as a virtue the persistent 
maintenance of his position of independence, contrary to the decision of the general body.   
     “At times, when a small group of men entrusted with the general management of the work have, 
in the name of the General Conference, sought to carry out unwise plans and to restrict God's 
work, I have said that I could no longer regard the voice of the General Conference, represented 
by these few men, as the voice of God. But this is not saying that the decisions of a General 
Conference composed of an assembly of duly appointed, representative men from all parts of the 
field, should not be respected. God has ordained that the representatives of His church from all 
parts of the earth, when assembled in a General Conference, shall have authority. The error that 
some are in danger of committing, is in giving to the mind and judgment of one man, or of a 
small group of men, the full measure of authority and influence that God has vested in His church, 
in the judgment and voice of the General Conference assembled to plan for the prosperity and 
advancement of His work. 
     “When this power, which God has placed in the church, is accredited wholly to one man, and 
he is invested with the authority to be judgment for other minds, then the true Bible order is 
changed. Satan's efforts upon such a man's mind would be most subtle, and sometimes well-nigh 
overpowering; for the enemy would hope that through his mind he could affect many others. Let us 
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give to the highest organized authority in the church that which we are prone to give to one man or 
to a small group of men.” --"Testimonies for the Church," Vol. IX, pages 257-261. Written in 1909. 

There are 106 references to “conference voice God” in Mrs. White’s writings. I have looked at all of 
them
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