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Ascending Descending 
Based on Genesis 28 and John 1, the following quotes are quite interesting: 

• Genesis 28:10 Jacob went out from Beersheba, and went toward Haran. 
• Genesis 28:11 And he lighted upon a certain place, and tarried there all night, because the 

sun was set; and he took of the stones of that place, and put them for his pillows, and lay 
down in that place to sleep. 

• Genesis 28:12 And he dreamed, and behold a ladder set up on the earth, and the top of it 
reached to heaven: and behold the angels of God ascending and descending on it. 

• Genesis 28:13 And, behold, the LORD stood above it, and said, I am the LORD God of 
Abraham thy father, and the God of Isaac: the land whereon thou liest, to thee will I give it, 
and to thy seed; 

• Genesis 28:14 And thy seed shall be as the dust of the earth, and thou shalt spread abroad 
to the west, and to the east, and to the north, and to the south: and in thee and in thy seed 
shall all the families of the earth be blessed. 

• Genesis 28:15 And, behold, I am with thee, and will keep thee in all places whither thou 
goest, and will bring thee again into this land; for I will not leave thee, until I have done 
that which I have spoken to thee of. 

• Genesis 28:16 And Jacob awaked out of his sleep, and he said, Surely the LORD is in this 
place; and I knew it not. 

• Genesis 28:17 And he was afraid, and said, How dreadful is this place! this is none other 
but the house of God, and this is the gate of heaven. 

• John 1:51 And he saith unto him, Verily, verily, I say unto you, Hereafter ye shall see 
heaven open, and the angels of God ascending and descending upon the Son of man. 

Heaven is brought near to earth by that mystic ladder, the base of which is firmly planted on the 
earth, while the topmost round reaches the throne of the Infinite. Angels are constantly ascending 
and descending this ladder of shining brightness, bearing the prayers of the needy and distressed 
to the Father above, and bringing blessing and hope, courage and help, to the children of men. 
These angels of light create a heavenly atmosphere about the soul, lifting us toward the unseen 
and the eternal. We cannot behold their forms with our natural sight; only by spiritual vision can 
we discern heavenly things. The spiritual ear alone can hear the harmony of heavenly voices. AA 
153.1 

The ladder which Jacob saw in the night vision, the base of it resting upon the earth and the 
topmost round reaching unto the highest heavens; God himself above the ladder, and his glory 
shining upon every round; angels ascending and descending upon this ladder of shining 
brightness, is a symbol of constant communication kept up between this world and heavenly 
places. God accomplishes his will through the instrumentality of heavenly angels in continual 
intercourse with humanity. This ladder reveals a direct and important channel of communication 
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with the inhabitants of this earth. The ladder represented to Jacob the world's Redeemer, who 
links earth and heaven together. Every one who has seen the evidence and light of truth and 
accepts the truth, professing his faith in Jesus Christ, is a missionary in the highest sense of the 
word. He is the receiver of heavenly treasures, and it is his duty to impart them, to diffuse that 
which he has received. CE 155.2  

The angels of God are ascending, bearing the prayers of the needy and distressed to the Father 
above, and descending, bringing blessing and hope, courage, help, and life, to the children of 
men. DA 142.4  
The angels of God are ever passing from earth to heaven, and from heaven to earth. The miracles 
of Christ for the afflicted and suffering were wrought by the power of God through the 
ministration of the angels. And it is through Christ, by the ministration of His heavenly 
messengers, that every blessing comes from God to us. DA 143.1 

Relieving the afflicted was in harmony with the Sabbath law. It was in harmony with the work of 
God's angels, who are ever descending and ascending between heaven and earth to minister to 
suffering humanity. DA 206.3 

I saw angels hurrying to and fro in heaven, descending to the earth, and again ascending to 
heaven, preparing for the fulfillment of some important event. Then I saw another mighty angel 
commissioned to descend to the earth, to unite his voice with the third angel, and give power and 
force to his message. Great power and glory were imparted to the angel, and as he descended, the 
earth was lightened with his glory. The light which attended this angel penetrated everywhere, as 
he cried mightily, with a strong voice, “Babylon the great is fallen, is fallen, and is become the 
habitation of devils, and the hold of every foul spirit, and a cage of every unclean and hateful 
bird.” The message of the fall of Babylon, as given by the second angel, is repeated, with the 
additional mention of the corruptions which have been entering the churches since 1844. The 
work of this angel comes in at the right time to join in the last great work of the third angel's 
message as it swells to a loud cry. And the people of God are thus prepared to stand in the hour 
of temptation, which they are soon to meet. I saw a great light resting upon them, and they united 
to fearlessly proclaim the third angel's message. EW 277.1 

In his childhood, Joseph had been taught the love and fear of God. Often in his father's tent, 
under the Syrian stars, he had been told the story of the night vision at Bethel, of the ladder from 
heaven to earth, and the descending and ascending angels, and of Him who from the throne 
above revealed Himself to Jacob. Ed 52.1 

Up to the time of man's rebellion against the government of God, there had been free communion 
between God and man. But the sin of Adam and Eve separated earth from heaven, so that man 
could not have communion with his Maker. Yet the world was not left in solitary hopelessness. 
The ladder represents Jesus, the appointed medium of communication. Had He not with His own 
merits bridged the gulf that sin had made, the ministering angels could have held no communion 
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with fallen man. Christ connects man in his weakness and helplessness with the source of infinite 
power. PP 184.2 

Angels of God are all astir, ascending to heaven, and descending to earth again with messages of 
mercy and warning. These heavenly messengers are moving upon minds and hearts. There are 
men and women everywhere whose hearts are susceptible of being inspired with the truth. If 
those who have a knowledge of the truth would now work in unison with the Spirit of God, we 
should see a great work accomplished. GW92 379.1 

angels of God constantly ascending and descending upon it. This fitly represents the love and 
care of God for his children, and the constant communication there is between earth and heaven. 
It is also intended to impress us with the importance of walking circumspectly before God. Oh 
that I could say something to impress you with the offensive character of sin in God's sight! HS 
157.1  

“O that these covetous ones could get a view of Heaven,—of its purity, its loveliness,—and 
behold the holy angels engaged in working for the salvation of man! All Heaven astir! Angels are 
going forth on their mission, descending to watch over the tempted children of God, and to shield 
them from the power of the evil angels. And while these angels are descending, others are 
ascending to bear their tidings. Angels are constantly passing and repassing each other in their 
upward and downward flight, fulfilling their mission of love. I would that all could get sight of 
this; I think that they would catch a little of the zeal and fervor of these devoted angels, which 
they manifest for the salvation of man. It would inspire them with that interest which would call 
forth effort, and they would cheerfully sacrifice for the salvation of their fellow-men. LS88 336.2  

“And he dreamed, and behold a ladder set up on the earth, and the top of it reached to heaven: 
and behold the angels of God ascending and descending on it. And, behold, the Lord stood above 
it, and said, MH 436.5  
“I am the Lord God of Abraham thy father, and the God of Isaac: MH 436.6 

As he slept he beheld a ladder, bright and shining, whose base rested upon the earth, while the 
top reached to heaven. Upon this ladder angels were ascending and descending; above it was the 
Lord of glory, and from the heavens His voice was heard: “I am the Lord God of Abraham thy 
father, and the God of Isaac.” PP 183.4 
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