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Agencies

Every soul has a heaven to win and a hell to shun. And the angelic agencies are all ready to come
to the help of the tried and tempted soul. He, the Son of the infinite God, endured the test and
trial in our behalf. The cross of Calvary stands vividly before every soul. When the cases of all
are judged, and they are delivered to suffer for their contempt for God and their disregard of His
honor in their disobedience, not one will have an excuse, not one will need to have perished. It
was left to their own choice who should be their prince, Christ or Satan. All the help Christ
received, every person may receive in the great trial—Letter 116, 1899. CTr 195.5

Look upon the touching scene. Behold the Majesty of heaven surrounded by the Twelve whom
He has chosen. He is about to set them apart for their work. By these feeble agencies, through
His word and Spirit, He designs to place salvation within the reach of all. AA 18.2

The church is God's appointed agency for the salvation of men. It was organized for service, and
its mission is to carry the gospel to the world. From the beginning it has been God's plan that
through His church shall be reflected to the world His fullness and His sufficiency. The members
of the church, those whom He has called out of darkness into His marvelous light, are to show
forth His glory. The church is the repository of the riches of the grace of Christ; and through the
church will eventually be made manifest, even to “the principalities and powers in heavenly
places,” the final and full display of the love of God. Ephesians 3:10. AA 9.1

Only as they were united with Christ could the disciples hope to have the accompanying power
of the Holy Spirit and the co-operation of angels of heaven. With the help of these divine
agencies they would present before the world a united front and would be victorious in the
conflict they were compelled to wage unceasingly against the powers of darkness. As they
should continue to labor unitedly, heavenly messengers would go before them, opening the way;
hearts would be prepared for the reception of truth, and many would be won to Christ. So long as
they remained united, the church would go forth “fair as the moon, clear as the sun, and terrible
as an army with banners.” Song of Solomon 6:10. Nothing could withstand her onward progress.
The church would advance from victory to victory, gloriously fulfilling her divine mission of
proclaiming the gospel to the world. AA 90.2

In His wisdom the Lord brings those who are seeking for truth into touch with fellow beings who
know the truth. It is the plan of Heaven that those who have received light shall impart it to those
in darkness. Humanity, drawing its efficiency from the great Source of wisdom, is made the
instrumentality, the working agency, through which the gospel exercises its transforming power
on mind and heart. AA 134.3

Paul had dedicated himself and all his powers to the service of God. He had received the truths
of the gospel direct from heaven, and throughout his ministry he maintained a vital connection
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with heavenly agencies. He had been taught by God regarding the binding of unnecessary
burdens upon the Gentile Christians; thus when the Judaizing believers introduced into the
Antioch church the question of circumcision, Paul knew the mind of the Spirit of God
concerning such teaching and took a firm and unyielding position which brought to the churches
freedom from Jewish rites and ceremonies. AA 200.1

The surrender must be complete. Every weak, doubting, struggling soul who yields fully to the
Lord is placed in direct touch with agencies that enable him to overcome. Heaven is near to him,
and he has the support and help of angels of mercy in every time of trial and need. AA 299.1

In his efforts to reach God's ideal for him, the Christian is to despair of nothing. Moral and
spiritual perfection, through the grace and power of Christ, is promised to all. Jesus is the source
of power, the fountain of life. He brings us to His word, and from the tree of life presents to us
leaves for the healing of sin-sick souls. He leads us to the throne of God, and puts into our mouth
a prayer through which we are brought into close contact with Himself. In our behalf He sets in
operation the all-powerful agencies of heaven. At every step we touch His living power. AA
478.2

Until his latest hour the life of Paul testified to the truth of his words to the Corinthians: “God,
who commanded the light to shine out of darkness, hath shined in our hearts, to give the light of
the knowledge of the glory of God in the face of Jesus Christ. But we have this treasure in
earthen vessels, that the excellency of the power may be of God, and not of us. We are troubled
on every side, yet not distressed; we are perplexed, but not in despair; persecuted, but not
forsaken; cast down, but not destroyed; always bearing about in the body the dying of the Lord
Jesus, that the life also of Jesus might be made manifest in our body.” 2 Corinthians 4:6-10. His
sufficiency was not in himself, but in the presence and agency of the divine Spirit that filled his
soul and brought every thought into subjection to the will of Christ. The prophet declares, “Thou
wilt keep him in perfect peace, whose mind is stayed on Thee: because he trusteth in Thee.”
Isaiah 26:3. The heaven-born peace expressed on Paul's countenance won many a soul to the
gospel. AA 510.1

If we would have our homes the abiding place of health and happiness, we must place them
above the miasma and fog of the lowlands and give free entrance to heaven's life-giving
agencies. Dispense with heavy curtains, open the windows and the blinds, allow no vines,
however beautiful, to shade the windows, and permit no trees to stand so near the house as to
shut out the sunshine. The sunlight may fade the drapery and the carpets and tarnish the picture
frames, but it will bring a healthy glow to the cheeks of the children. 2Ibid., 275. AH 149.2

Love's agencies have wonderful power, for they are divine. The soft answer that “turneth away
wrath,” the love that “suffereth long, and is kind,” the charity that “covereth a multitude of
sins”—would we learn the lesson, with what power for healing would our lives be gifted! How
life would be transformed and the earth become a very likeness and foretaste of heaven! AH
195.1
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To the man who is a husband and a father, I would say, Be sure that a pure, holy atmosphere
surrounds your soul.... You are to learn daily of Christ. Never, never are you to show a tyrannical
spirit in the home. The man who does this is working in partnership with satanic agencies. Bring
your will into submission to the will of God. Do all in your power to make the life of your wife
pleasant and happy. Take the word of God as the man of your counsel. In the home live out the
teachings of the word. Then you will live them out in the church and will take them with you to
your place of business. The principles of heaven will ennoble all your transactions. Angels of
God will cooperate with you, helping you to reveal Christ to the world.11Letter 272, 1903. AH
213.3

Near the close of this earth's history Satan will work with all his powers in the same manner and
with the same temptations wherewith he tempted ancient Israel just before their entering the
Land of Promise. He will lay snares for those who claim to keep the commandments of God, and
who are almost on the borders of the heavenly Canaan. He will use his powers to their utmost in
order to entrap souls and to take God's professed people upon their weakest points. Those who
have not brought the lower passions into subjection to the higher powers of their being, those
who have allowed their minds to flow in a channel of carnal indulgence of the baser passions,
Satan is determined to destroy with his temptations—to pollute their souls with licentiousness.
He is not aiming especially at the lower and less important marks, but he makes use of his snares
through those whom he can enlist as his agents to allure or attract men to take liberties which are
condemned in the law of God. And men in responsible positions, teaching the claims of God's
law, whose mouths are filled with arguments in vindication of His law, against which Satan has
made such a raid—over such he sets his hellish powers and his agencies at work and overthrows
them upon the weak points in their character, knowing that he who offends on one point is guilty
of all, thus obtaining complete mastery over the entire man. Mind, soul, body, and conscience are
involved in the ruin. If he be a messenger of righteousness and has had great light, or if the Lord
has used him as His special worker in the cause of truth, then how great is the triumph of Satan!
How he exults! How God is dishonored! AH 327.1

Much might be said to the young people regarding their privilege to help the cause of God by
learning lessons of economy and self-denial. Many think that they must indulge in this pleasure
and that, and in order to do this, they accustom themselves to live up to the full extent of their
income. God wants us to do better in this respect. We sin against ourselves when we are satisfied
with enough to eat and drink and wear. God has something higher than this before us. When we
are willing to put away our selfish desires and give the powers of heart and mind to the work of
the cause of God, heavenly agencies will co-operate with us, making us a blessing to humanity.
AH 382.3

We should ever keep in mind that unseen agencies are at work, both evil and good, to take the
control of the mind. They act with unseen yet effectual power. Good angels are ministering
spirits, exerting a heavenly influence upon heart and mind; while the great adversary of souls, the
devil, and his angels are continually laboring to accomplish our destruction.... AH 405.1
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God desires that heaven's plan shall be carried out, and heaven's divine order and harmony
prevail, in every family, in every church, in every institution. Did this love leaven society, we
should see the outworking of noble principles in Christian refinement and courtesy and in
Christian charity toward the purchase of the blood of Christ. Spiritual transformation would be
seen in all our families, in our institutions, in our churches. When this transformation takes place,
these agencies will become instrumentalities by which God will impart heaven's light to the
world and thus, through divine discipline and training, fit men and women for the society of
heaven. Testimonies for the Church 8:140. AH 535.3

Work in Partnership With the Divine—Mothers, let your hearts be open to receive the instruction
of God, ever bearing in mind the fact that you must act your part in conforming to the will of
God. You must place yourself in the light and seek from God wisdom, that you may know how to
act, that you may acknowledge God as the chief worker, and realize that you are a laborer
together with Him. Let your heart be drawn out in contemplation of heavenly things. Exercise
your God-given talents in doing the duties which God has enjoined upon you as a mother, and
work in partnership with divine agencies. Labor intelligently, and, “whether therefore ye eat, or
drink, or whatsoever ye do, do all to the glory of God.”18The Signs of the Times, April 9, 1896.
CG 68.2

Above any other agency, service for Christ's sake in the little things of everyday experience has
power to mold the character and to direct the life into lines of unselfish ministry. To awaken this
spirit, to encourage and rightly to direct it, is the parents’ and the teacher's work. No more
important work could be committed to them. The spirit of ministry is the spirit of heaven, and
with every effort to develop and encourage it angels will co-operate. CG 296.1

“‘He that hath ears to hear, let him hear.” Read your Bibles. From higher ground, under the
instruction given me of God, I present these things before you. The time is near when the
deceptive powers of satanic agencies will be fully developed. On one side is Christ, who has
been given all power in heaven and earth. On the other side is Satan, continually exercising his
power to allure, to deceive with strong, spiritualistic sophistries, to remove God out of the place
that He should occupy in the minds of men. CIHS 10.3

In this speck of a world the whole heavenly universe manifests the greatest interest, for Christ
has paid an infinite price for the souls of its inhabitants. The world's Redeemer has bound earth
to heaven by ties of intelligence, for the redeemed of the Lord are here. Heavenly beings still
visit the earth as in the days when they walked and talked with Abraham and with Moses. Amid
the busy activity of our great cities, amid the multitudes that crowd the thoroughfares and fill the
marts of trade where from morning till evening the people act as if business and sport and
pleasure were all there is to life, where there are so few to contemplate unseen realities—even
here heaven has still its watchers and its holy ones. There are invisible agencies observing every
word and deed of human beings. In every assembly for business or pleasure, in every gathering
for worship, there are more listeners than can be seen with the natural sight. Sometimes the
heavenly intelligences draw aside the curtain which hides the unseen world that our thoughts
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may be withdrawn from the hurry and rush of life to consider that there are unseen witnesses to
all we do or say. COL 176.2

We need to understand better than we do the mission of the angel visitants. It would be well to
consider that in all our work we have the co-operation and care of heavenly beings. Invisible
armies of light and power attend the meek and lowly ones who believe and claim the promises of
God. Cherubim and seraphim and angels that excel in strength—ten thousand times ten thousand
and thousands of thousands—stand at His right hand, “all ministering spirits, sent forth to
minister for them who shall be heirs of salvation.” Hebrews 1:14. COL 176.3

By these angel messengers a faithful record is kept of the words and deeds of the children of
men. Every act of cruelty or injustice toward God's people, all they are caused to suffer through
the power of evil workers, is registered in heaven. COL 177.1

We are living in a time when the last message of mercy, the last invitation, is sounding to the
children of men. The command, “Go out into the highways and hedges,” is reaching its final
fulfillment. To every soul Christ's invitation will be given. The messengers are saying, “Come;
for all things are now ready.” Heavenly angels are still working in co-operation with human
agencies. The Holy Spirit is presenting every inducement to constrain you to come. Christ is
watching for some sign that will betoken the removing of the bolts and the opening of the door of
your heart for His entrance. Angels are waiting to bear the tidings to heaven that another lost
sinner has been found. The hosts of heaven are waiting, ready to strike their harps and to sing a
song of rejoicing that another soul has accepted the invitation to the gospel feast. COL 237.2

O, that all might realize that without Christ they can do nothing! Those who do not gather with
him scatter abroad. Their thoughts and actions will not bear the right character, and their
influence will be destructive of good. Our actions have a twofold influence; for they affect others
as well as ourselves. This influence will either be a blessing or a curse to those with whom we
associate. How little we appreciate this fact. Actions make habits, and habits, character, and if we
do not guard our habits, we shall not be qualified to unite with heavenly agencies in the work of
salvation, nor be prepared to enter the heavenly mansions that Jesus has gone to prepare; for no
one will be there except those who have surrendered their will and way to God's will and way.
He whose character is proved, who has stood the test of trial, who is a partaker of the divine
nature, will be among those whom Christ pronounces blessed. CE 92.1

The life-work given to us is that of preparation for the life eternal, and if we accomplish this
work as God has designed that we should, every temptation may work for our advance; for as we
resist its allurement, we make progress in the divine life. In the heat of the conflict, while
engaged in earnest spiritual warfare, unseen agencies are by our side, commissioned of heaven to
aid us in our wrestlings, and in the crisis, strength and firmness and energy are imparted to us,
and we have more than mortal power. But unless the human agent shall bring his will into
harmony with the will of God, unless he shall forsake every idol, and overcome every wrong
practice, he will never succeed in the warfare; but will be finally overcome. Those who would be
conquerors must engage in conflict with unseen agencies; inward corruption must be overcome,
and every thought must be brought into harmony with, and subjection to, Christ. The Holy Spirit
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is ever at work seeking to purify, refine, and discipline the souls of men in order that they may
become fitted for the society of saints and angels, and as overcomers be able to sing the song of
redemption, ascribing glory and honor to God and to the Lamb in the courts above. CE 122.2

The gospel is the power and wisdom of God, if it is correctly represented by those who claim to
be Christians. Christ crucified for our sins should humble every soul before God in his own
estimation. Christ risen from the dead, ascended on high, our living Intercessor in the presence of
God, is the science of salvation which we need to learn and teach to children and youth. Said
Christ, “I sanctify myself, that they also might be sanctified,” [John 17:19.] This is the work that
ever devolves upon every teacher. There must not be any hap-hazard work in this matter, for
even the work of educating the children in the day schools requires very much of the grace of
Christ and the subduing of self. Those who naturally are fretful, easily provoked, and have
cherished the habit of criticism, of thinking evil, should find some other kind of work that will
not reproduce any of their unlovely traits of character in the children and youth, for they have
cost too much. Heaven sees in the child, the undeveloped man or woman, with capabilities and
powers that, if correctly guided and developed with heavenly wisdom, will become the human
agencies through whom the divine influences can cooperate to be laborers together with God.
Sharp words, and continual censure bewilder the child, but never reform him. Keep back that
pettish word; keep your own spirit under discipline to Jesus Christ; then will you learn how to
pity and sympathize with those brought under your influence. Do not exhibit impatience and
harshness, for if these children did not need educating, they would not need the advantages of the
school. They are to be patiently, kindly, and in love brought up the ladder of progress, climbing
step by step in obtaining knowledge. CE 147.1

But though fallen man could no longer talk directly with God, yet our loving heavenly Father has
ever maintained communication with the human family. Through the ministry of holy angels, He
has provided for men and women protection from the influences of evil, and help to live in
accordance with His will. And through the agency of His Holy Spirit, God has spoken to the
hearts of men, and has made it possible for even the most sinful and ignorant to find the way that
leads to right-doing and to eternal life. CET 237.2

God has also spoken to the fallen race through chosen human agencies, to whom He has
communicated a knowledge of His purpose in visions and dreams. These messengers of His will,
have been known as holy men, or prophets, set apart by the Lord Himself for the special work of
receiving and communicating truth from heaven to mankind. “If there be a prophet among you,”
God declares, “I the Lord will make Myself known unto him in a vision, and will speak unto him
in a dream.” Numbers 12:6. CET 237.3

When Jesus ascended to heaven, He committed His work on earth to those who had received the
light of the gospel. They were to carry the work forward to completion. He has provided no other
agency for the promulgation of His truth. “Go ye into all the world, and preach the gospel to
every creature.” “And, lo, I am with you alway, even unto the end of the world.” This solemn
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commission reaches us in this age. God leaves with His church the responsibility of receiving or
rejecting it.—Historical Sketches, 288. ChS 23.4

Heavenly intelligences have been waiting to co-operate with human agencies, but we have not
discerned their presence.—Testimonies for the Church 6:297. ChS 89.4

The upbuilding of the kingdom of God is retarded or urged forward according to the
unfaithfulness or fidelity of human agencies. The work is hindered by the failure of the human to
co-operate with the divine. Men may pray, “Thy kingdom come. Thy will be done in earth, as it
is in heaven”; but if they fail of acting out this prayer in their lives, their petitions will be
fruitless.—Testimonies for the Church 6:437, 438. ChS 211.1

Angels came and ministered to our Lord in the wilderness of temptation. Heavenly angels were
with Him during all the period in which He was exposed to the assaults of satanic agencies.
These assaults were more severe than any of us have ever passed through. Everything was at
stake in behalf of the human family. In this conflict Christ did not frame His words even. He
depended upon “It is written.” In this conflict the humanity of Christ was taxed as none of us will
ever know. CTr 196.3

While angels from heaven are doing their work, evil agencies are working to draw the mind to
something else. Satan is interposing obstacles, so that the inquiring mind that would understand
the Word of God shall become confused. Thus he worked with Christ in the wilderness of
temptation. The experience of Christ is placed on record that we may understand the methods
and plans of Satan. Had Philip left the eunuch with his case hanging in the balance, he might
never have accepted the Saviour. Evil angels were waiting for their opportunity when they could
press in their falsehoods and divert the newly awakened mind from seeking after truth. The
Lord's agencies must be wholly consecrated to His service, that they may be quick to understand
their work. As wise stewards they must take advantage of every circumstance to teach the grace
of God and draw people to Christ—Manuscript 11, 1900. CTr 308.6

Herod and the wicked authorities killed the Just One, but Christ never killed anyone, and we may
attribute the spirit of persecution—because people want liberty of conscience—to its origin,
Satan. He is a deceiver, a liar, a murderer, and accuser of the brethren and sisters. He loves to see
human misery. He exults in distress, and as we view the cruel persecutions of those who would
obey God according to the dictates of their own consciences, we may know that this is the
mystery of iniquity. The Lord said to Satan, that old serpent, “It [the Seed of the woman] shall
bruise thy head, and thou shalt bruise his heel” (Genesis 3:15). Christ in a special manner bruised
the head of the serpent, but the prophecy is far-reaching. It is a declaration of an unwearied
conflict between Christ and His followers, and Satan and his angels and human agencies on this
earth, to the close of time. CTr 322.2

It is not enough in this time of test and trial to have merely an intellectual knowledge of the truth.
Heart work must be done.... The Lord cannot use the worker into whose experience true
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conversion has not entered.... The agencies of God and satanic agencies cannot combine. While
so many are saying, Who is the Lord, that I should serve Him? While there prevails a lack of
faith in God, let those who represent the work of the third angel's message act like converted
people.... I am hoping that we may have the satisfaction of seeing a work done that is free from
selfishness and that will rapidly advance work in missionary lines.... CTr 358.2

Day by day the conflict between good and evil is going on.... As a people we do not understand
as we should the great conflict going on between invisible agencies, the controversy between
loyal and disloyal angels. Evil angels are constantly at work, planning their line of attack,
controlling as commanders, kings, and rulers, the disloyal human forces. CTr 368.4

The life-work given to us is that of preparation for the life eternal, and if we accomplish this
work as God has designed that we should, every temptation may work for our advance; for as we
resist its allurement, we make progress in the divine life. In the heat of the conflict, while
engaged in earnest spiritual warfare, unseen agencies are by our side, commissioned of heaven to
aid us in our wrestlings, and in the crisis, strength and firmness and energy are imparted to us,
and we have more than mortal power. But unless the human agent shall bring his will into
harmony with the will of God, unless he shall forsake every idol, and overcome every wrong
practice, he will never succeed in the warfare; but will be finally overcome. Those who would be
conquerors must engage in conflict with unseen agencies; inward corruption must be overcome,
and every thought must be brought into harmony with, and subjection to, Christ. The Holy Spirit
is ever at work seeking to purify, refine, and discipline the souls of men in order that they may
become fitted for the society of saints and angels, and as overcomers be able to sing the song of
redemption, ascribing glory and honor to God and to the Lamb in the courts above. CE 122.2

But though fallen man could no longer talk directly with God, yet our loving heavenly Father has
ever maintained communication with the human family. Through the ministry of holy angels, He
has provided for men and women protection from the influences of evil, and help to live in
accordance with His will. And through the agency of His Holy Spirit, God has spoken to the
hearts of men, and has made it possible for even the most sinful and ignorant to find the way that
leads to right-doing and to eternal life. CET 237.2

God has also spoken to the fallen race through chosen human agencies, to whom He has
communicated a knowledge of His purpose in visions and dreams. These messengers of His will,
have been known as holy men, or prophets, set apart by the Lord Himself for the special work of
receiving and communicating truth from heaven to mankind. “If there be a prophet among you,”
God declares, “I the Lord will make Myself known unto him in a vision, and will speak unto him
in a dream.” Numbers 12:6. CET 237.3

In past ages there have been those who have exercised their capabilities and powers in doing a
work, by the help of the Holy Spirit, which constituted them laborers together with God. But
there have also been those who have criticized their work, and rejected the messages which they
bore. So it is today. There are those in responsible positions who, by their words and actions, sow
seeds of doubt and unbelief. These seeds are called tares by our Lord; and those who sow it are
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under the guidance of evil angels. They are at work both openly and secretly, seeking to
counteract the work which God has appointed his divine agencies to perform through human
agencies. All who do this work see with defective and perverted eyesight. Their imagination is
inspired by satanic agencies, and they see many things in a false light. Unless they repent, they
will soon, like Esau, find no place for repentance, though they seek it carefully with tears.—
Letter 87, 1896, p. 6 (August 25, 1896, to O. A. Olsen). ChL 58.2

Many young men who have had the right kind of education at home are to be trained for service,
and encouraged to lift the standard of truth in new places by well-planned and faithful work. By
associating with our ministers and experienced workers in city work, they will gain the best kind
of training. Acting under divine guidance, and sustained by the prayers of their more experienced
fellow workers, they may do a good and blessed work. As they unite their labors with those of
the older workers, using their youthful energies to the very best account, they will have the
companionship of heavenly angels; and as workers together with God, it is their privilege to sing
and pray and believe, and work with courage and freedom. The confidence and trust that the
presence of heavenly agencies will bring to them and to their fellow workers, will lead to prayer
and praise and the simplicity of true faith.—Testimonies for the Church 9:119. ChS 32.4

The work of God is to be carried on to completion by the co-operation of divine and human
agencies. Those who are self-sufficient may be apparently active in the work of God; but if they
are prayerless, their activity is of no avail. Could they look into the censer of the angel that
stands at the golden altar before the rainbow-circled throne, they would see that the merit of
Jesus must be mingled with our prayers and efforts, or they are as worthless as was the offering
of Cain. Could we see all the activity of human instrumentality, as it appears before God, we
would see that only the work accomplished by much prayer, which is sanctified by the merit of
Christ, will stand the test of the judgment. When the grand review shall take place, then shall ye
return and discern between him that serveth God and him that serveth Him not.—The Review
and Herald, July 4, 1893. ChS 263.2

We are living in a time when the last message of mercy, the last invitation, is sounding to the
children of men. The command, “Go out into the highways and hedges,” is reaching its final
fulfillment. To every soul Christ's invitation will be given. The messengers are saying, “Come;
for all things are now ready.” Heavenly angels are still working in co-operation with human
agencies. The Holy Spirit is presenting every inducement to constrain you to come. Christ is
watching for some sign that will betoken the removing of the bolts and the opening of the door of
your heart for His entrance. Angels are waiting to bear the tidings to heaven that another lost
sinner has been found. The hosts of heaven are waiting, ready to strike their harps and to sing a
song of rejoicing that another soul has accepted the invitation to the gospel feast. COL 237.2

The canvasser need not be discouraged if he is called to encounter difficulties in his work; let

him work in faith, and victory will be given. “We wrestle not against flesh and blood, but against
principalities, against powers, against the rulers of the darkness of this world.” Whenever a book
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is presented that will expose error, Satan is close by the side of the one to whom it is offered, and
urges reasons why it should not be accepted. But a divine agency is at work to influence minds in
favor of the light. Ministering angels will oppose their power to that of Satan. And when through
the influence of the Holy Spirit the truth is received into the mind and heart, it will have a
transforming power upon the character—Manuscript 31, 1890. CM 115.1

The three angels of Revelation 14 represent the people who accept the light of God's messages
and go forth as His agents to sound the warning throughout the length and breadth of the earth.
Christ declares to His followers: “Ye are the light of the world.” Matthew 5:14. To every soul
that accepts Jesus the cross of Calvary speaks: “Behold the worth of the soul: ‘Go ye into all the
world, and preach the gospel to every creature.”” Mark 16:15. Nothing is to be permitted to
hinder this work. It is the all-important work for time; it is to be far-reaching as eternity. The love
that Jesus manifested for the souls of men in the sacrifice which He made for their redemption,
will actuate all His followers.Testimonies for the Church 5:455, 456 Christ accepts, oh, so
gladly! every human agency that is surrendered to Him. He brings the human into union with the
divine, that He may communicate to the world the mysteries of incarnate love. Talk it, pray it,
sing it, fill the world with the message of His truth, and keep pressing on into the regions
beyond.Testimonies for the Church 9:30 CCh 58.5

To the man who is a husband and a father, I would say, Be sure that a pure, holy atmosphere
surrounds your soul. You are to learn daily of Christ. Never, never are you to show a tyrannical
spirit in the home. The man who does this is working in partnership with satanic agencies. Bring
your will into submission to the will of God. Do all in your power to make the life of your wife
pleasant and happy. Take the word of God as the man of your counsel. In the home live out the
teachings of the word. Then you will live them out in the church and will take them with you to
your place of business. The principles of heaven will ennoble all your transactions. Angels of
God will cooperate with you, helping you to reveal Christ to the world. CCh 145.4

The most important work of our educational institutions at this time is to set before the world an
example that will honor God. Holy angels are to supervise the work through human agencies,
and every department is to bear the mark of divine excellence.Counsels to Parents, Teachers, and
Students, 57 CCh 206.1

False science is one of the agencies that Satan used in the heavenly courts, and it is used by him
today. The false assertions that he made to the angels, his subtle scientific theories, seduced
many of them from their loyalty. CCh 322.1

Great light has been shining upon us, but how little of this light we reflect to the world?
Heavenly angels are waiting for human beings to co-operate with them in the practical carrying
out of the principles of truth. It is through the agency of our sanitariums and kindred enterprises
that much of this work is to be done. These institutions are to be God's memorials, where His
healing power can reach all classes, high and low, rich and poor. Every dollar invested in them
for Christ's sake will bring blessings both to the giver and to suffering humanity. CH 219.1
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The Lord has ordained that sanitariums be established in many places to stand as memorials for
Him. This is one of His chosen ways of proclaiming the third angel's message. By this means the
truth will reach many who, but for these agencies, would never be lightened by the brightness of
the gospel message. In the presentation of truth some will be attracted by one phase of the gospel
message and some by another. We are instructed by the Lord to work in such a way that all
classes will be reached. The message must go to the whole world. Our sanitarium work is to help
make up the number of God's people. Through this line of missionary effort infidels will be
converted. By the wonderful restorations taking place in our sanitariums many will be led to look
to Christ as the healer of soul and body. CH 248.1

Henceforth medical missionary work is to be carried forward with greater earnestness. Medical
missions should be opened as pioneer agencies for the proclamation of the third angel's message.
How great is the need of means to do this line of work! Gospel medical missions cannot be
established without financial aid. Every such enterprise calls for our sympathy and for our
means, that facilities may be provided to make the work successful. CH 500.3

But more important than magnificent scenery and beautiful buildings and spacious grounds is the
close proximity of these institutions to densely populated districts, and the opportunity thus
afforded of communicating to many, many people a knowledge of the third angel's message. We
are to have clear spiritual discernment, else we shall fail of understanding the opening
providences of God that are preparing the way for us to enlighten the world. The great crisis is
just before us. Now is the time for us to sound the warning message, by the agencies that God
has given us for this purpose. Let us remember that one most important agency is our medical
missionary work. Never are we to lose sight of the great object for which our sanitariums are
established—the advancement of God's closing work in the earth. CH 554.2

It is in the order of God that the physical as well as the mental powers shall be trained; but the
character of the physical exercise taken should be in complete harmony with the lessons given by
Christ to His disciples. Those lessons should be exemplified in the lives of Christians so that in
all the education and self-training of teachers and students the heavenly agencies may not record
of them that they are “lovers of pleasures.” This is the record now being made of a large number,
“Lovers of pleasures more than lovers of God.” 2 Timothy 3:4. Thus Satan and his angels are
laying their snares for souls. They are working upon the minds of teachers and students to induce
them to engage in exercises and amusements which become intensely absorbing, and which are
of a character to strengthen the lower passions and to create appetites and passions that will
counteract the operations of the Spirit of God upon human hearts. CT 281.1

There are many who desire to know the truth. The angels of heaven are moving upon human
minds to arouse investigation in the themes of the Bible. A far greater work will be done than has
yet been done, and none of the glory of it will flow to men; for angels that minister to those who
shall be heirs of salvation are working night and day. All who will be saved must cooperate with
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the agencies of heaven to arouse the inhabitants of the earth to the solemn truths for this time....
CW 140.2

Among the most successful agencies of the great deceiver are the delusive teachings and lying
wonders of spiritualism. Disguised as an angel of light, he spreads his nets where least suspected.
If men would but study the Book of God with earnest prayer that they might understand it, they
would not be left in darkness to receive false doctrines. But as they reject the truth they fall a
prey to deception. DD 9.4

As spiritualism more closely imitates the nominal Christianity of the day, it has greater power to
deceive and ensnare. Satan himself is converted, after the modern order of things. He will appear
in the character of an angel of light. Through the agency of spiritualism, miracles will be
wrought, the sick will be healed, and many undeniable wonders will be performed. And as the
spirits will profess faith in the Bible, and manifest respect for the institutions of the church, their
work will be accepted as a manifestation of divine power.... DD 33.1

Angels, who will do for you what you cannot do for yourselves, are waiting for your
cooperation. They are waiting for you to respond to the drawing of Christ. Draw nigh to God and
to one another. By desire, by silent prayer, by resistance of satanic agencies, put your will on the
side of God's will. While you have one desire to resist the devil, and sincerely pray, Deliver me
from temptation, you will have strength for your day—The Review and Herald, July 4, 1899.
DG 230.2

There is no line of work in which it is possible for the youth to receive greater benefit. All who
engage in ministry are God's helping hand. They are co-workers with the angels; rather, they are
the human agencies through whom the angels accomplish their mission. Angels speak through
their voices, and work by their hands. And the human workers, co-operating with heavenly
agencies, have the benefit of their education and experience. As a means of education, what
“university course” can equal this? Ed 271.1

Let us cultivate the simplicity of little children. The precious Bible, the Book of God, is our
instructor. To all who will walk humbly with God He will give His Holy Spirit and will minister
to them through the agency of holy angels to make right impressions upon human minds.—
Manuscript 77, 1909. Ev 629.4

We do not understand as we should the great conflict going on between invisible agencies, the
controversy between loyal and disloyal angels. Over every man, good and evil angels strive. This
is no make-believe conflict. It is no mimic battle in which we are engaged. We have to meet most
powerful adversaries, and it rests with us to determine which shall win. We are to find our
strength where the early disciples found theirs.—The Signs of the Times, February 17, 1914. Ev
704.5
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Those who would be conquerors must engage in conflict with unseen agencies.... The Holy Spirit
is ever at work, seeking to purify, refine, and discipline the souls of men, in order that they may
become fitted for the society of saints and angels. AG 209.6

We feel depressed, greatly depressed, as we see the world and its wickedness. The professed
Christian world is enveloped in the darkness that covers the earth. We sigh and cry for the
abominations that are done in the land. Why is it that all this wickedness does not break forth in
decided violence against righteousness and truth? It is because the four angels are holding the
four winds, that they shall not blow upon the earth. But human passions are reaching a high pass,
and the Spirit of the Lord is being withdrawn from the earth. Were it not that God has
commanded angelic agencies to control the satanic agencies that are seeking to break loose and
to destroy, there would be no hope. But the winds are to be held until the servants of God are
sealed in their foreheads.... HP 96.3

Angels are interested in the spiritual welfare of all who are seeking to restore the moral image of
God in man, and the human family are to connect with the heavenly family in binding up the
wounds and bruises that sin has made. Angelic agencies, though invisible, are cooperating with
visible human agencies, forming a relief association with men. The very angels who, when Satan
was seeking the supremacy, fought the battle in the heavenly courts and triumphed on the side of
God, the very angels who shouted for joy over the creation of our world and over the creation of
our first parents to inhabit the earth, the angels who witnessed the fall of man and his expulsion
from his Eden home—these very heavenly messengers are most intensely interested to work in
union with the fallen, redeemed race for the salvation of human beings perishing in their sins. HP
102.3

Human agencies are the hands of heavenly instrumentalities, for heavenly angels employ human
hands in practical ministry.... By uniting with these powers that are omnipotent, we are benefited
by their higher education and experience. Thus, as we become partakers of the divine nature and
separate selfishness from our lives, special talents for helping one another are granted us.... HP
102.4

Constantly the heavenly agencies are communicating with men and women on the earth. We
cannot see personally the angels of God round about us; nevertheless they are with us, guiding
and directing. We are to be so fully under the influence of the Spirit of God that we shall be
susceptible to His leadings. HP 322.4

When divine power is combined with human effort, the work will spread like fire in the stubble.
God will employ agencies whose origin man will be unable to discern. Angels will do a work
which men might have had the blessing of accomplishing had they not neglected to answer the
claims of God.—Selected Messages 1:118 (1885). LDE 207.3

Motives stronger, and agencies more powerful, could never be brought into operation; the

exceeding rewards for right-doing, the enjoyment of heaven, the society of the angels, the
communion and love of God and His Son, the elevation and extension of all our powers
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throughout eternal ages—are these not mighty incentives and encouragements to urge us to give
the heart's loving service to our Creator and Redeemer?—Steps to Christ, 21, 22 (1892). LDE
285.1

"The plans and work of men,” she said, “are not keeping pace with the providence of God; for
while some in these countries who claim to believe the truth declare by their attitude, ‘We want
not Thy way, O Lord, but our own way,’ there are many who are pleading with God that they
may understand what is truth. In secret places they are weeping and praying that they may see
light in the Scriptures, and the Lord of heaven has commissioned His angels to cooperate with
human agencies in carrying forward His vast design, that all who desire life may behold the
glory of God.” LS 337.1

The third angel is represented as flying swiftly through the midst of heaven, proclaiming his
message with a loud voice. This representation symbolizes the work of God's agencies near the
end of time. With joyful countenances and uplifted heads, with the bright beams of the Sun of
Righteousness shining upon them, with rejoicing that their redemption draweth nigh, they go
forth as soldiers of the cross. I8MR 137.2

Signs and wonders in the heavens were given to the wise men in the East who were searching for
Christ. To shepherds who were keeping their flocks on the hills of Bethlehem, the angel host
appeared. All heaven recognized the advent of Christ. Angels were present in the judgment hall,
and when Christ was scourged with the cruel thongs, they could scarcely endure the sight.
Angels of heaven were present at His death. The darkness that covered the earth at His
crucifixion concealed the company of heaven's powerful agencies, but the earth quaked at the
tread of the heavenly throng. The rocks were rent; for three hours the earth was shrouded in
impenetrable darkness; nature with her dark robes hid the sufferings of the Son of God. SMR
353.1

We have to use wisdom in representing the truth; our speech must be tempered, else we cut
ourselves off from gaining access to those who need help. The wisdom of angelic agencies must
be imparted to human instrumentalities, else the door will be closed to the message the people
need. “Be ye wise as serpents and harmless as doves.”... 4MR 398.4

Local disturbances in nature are permitted to take place as symbols of that which may be
expected all over the world when the angels loose the four winds of the earth. The forces of
nature are under the direction of an Eternal Agency. Science, in her pride, may seek to explain
strange happenings on land and on sea; but science fails of tracing in these things the workings
of Providence. Science fails of perceiving that intemperance is the cause of most of the frequent
accidents so terrible in their results. 19MR 280.1

The heavenly angels are intensely interested in those who are fighting the good fight of faith.

Our Saviour is watching earnestly the warfare between good and evil agencies. Satan is working
constantly to bring in interests that will so absorb men's minds that they will lose eternity out of
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their reckoning. Those in high places are so deeply taken up with that which concerns common,
worldly enterprises that they have no sense of their spiritual needs. For this reason the Lord has
directed the establishment of institutions upon a plan entirely different from that followed by the
world. IMR 223.2

Angels are hovering around yonder dwelling. The young are there assembled; there is the sound
of vocal and instrumental music. Christians are gathered there, but what is that you hear? It is a
song, a frivolous ditty, fit for the dance hall. Behold, the pure angels gather their light closer
around them, and darkness envelops those in that dwelling. The angels are moving from the
scene. Sadness is upon their countenances. Behold, they are weeping. This I saw repeated a
number of times all through the ranks of Sabbath keepers, and especially in . Music has
occupied the hours which should have been devoted to prayer. Music is the idol which many
professed Sabbath-keeping Christians worship. Satan has no objection to music, if he can make
that a channel through which to gain access to the minds of the youth. Anything will suit his
purpose that will divert the mind from God, and engage the time which should be devoted to His
service. He works through the means which will exert the strongest influence to hold the largest
numbers in a pleasing infatuation, while they are paralyzed by his power. When turned to good
account, music is a blessing, but it is often made one of Satan's most attractive agencies to
ensnare souls. When abused, it leads the unconsecrated to pride, vanity, and folly. When allowed
to take the place of devotion and prayer, it is a terrible curse. Young persons assemble to sing
and, although professed Christians, frequently dishonor God and their faith by their frivolous
conversation and their choice of music. Sacred music is not congenial to their taste. I was
directed to the plain teachings of God's word, which had been passed by unnoticed. In the
judgment all these words of inspiration will condemn those who have not heeded them.—
Testimonies for the Church 1:506. MYP 295.1

By His Spirit He is everywhere present. Through the agency of His Spirit and His angels He
ministers to the children of men. ML 48.5

In the Word of God are represented two contending parties that influence and control human
agencies in our world. Constantly these parties are working with every human being. Those who
are under God's control and who are influenced by the heavenly angels, will be able to discern
the crafty workings of the unseen powers of darkness. Those who desire to be in harmony with
the heavenly agencies should be intensely in earnest to do God's will. They must give no place
whatever to Satan and his angels. Pr 113.3

God has appointed the angels that do His will to respond to the prayers of the meek of the earth,
and to guide His ministers with counsel and judgment. Heavenly agencies are constantly seeking
to impart grace and strength and counsel to God's faithful children, that they may act their part in
the work of communicating light to the world.—(Testimonies to Ministers and Gospel Workers,
484.) Pr 255.1
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Angels came and ministered to our Lord in the wilderness of temptation. Heavenly angels were
with Him during all the period in which He was exposed to the assaults of satanic agencies.
These assaults were more severe than man has ever passed through. Everything was at stake in
behalf of the human family. In this conflict Christ did not frame His words even. He depended
upon “It is written” (Matthew 4:4). In this conflict the humanity of Christ was taxed as none of
us will ever know. The Prince of life and the prince of darkness met in terrible conflict, but Satan
was unable to gain the least advantage in word or in action. These were real temptations, no
pretense. Christ “suffered being tempted” (Hebrews 2:18). Angels of heaven were on the scene
on that occasion, and kept the standard uplifted, that Satan should not exceed his bounds and
overpower the human nature of Christ. ISM 94.2

We have an Advocate pleading in our behalf. The Holy Ghost is continually engaged in
beholding our course of action. We need now keen perception, that by our own practical
godliness the truth may be made to appear truth as it is in Jesus. The angelic agencies are
messengers from heaven, actually ascending and descending, keeping earth in constant
connection with the heaven above. These angel messengers are observing all our course of
action. They are ready to help all in their weakness, guarding all from moral and physical danger
according to the providence of God. And whenever souls yield to the softening, subduing
influence of the Spirit of God under these angel ministrations, there is joy in heaven; the Lord
Himself rejoices with singing. 1SM 96.2

Men take altogether too much glory to themselves. It is the work of heavenly agencies
cooperating with human agencies according to God's plan that brings the result in the conversion
and sanctification of the human character. We cannot see and could not endure the glory of
angelic ministrations if their glory was not veiled in condescension to the weakness of our
human nature. The blaze of the heavenly glory, as seen in the angels of light, would extinguish
earthly mortals. Angels are working upon human minds just as these minds are given to their
charge; they bring precious remembrances fresh before the mind as they did to the women about
the sepulcher. 1SM 96.3

A created instrumentality is used in heaven's organized plan for the renewing of our nature,
working in the children of disobedience obedience unto God. The guardianship of the heavenly
host is granted to all who will work in God's ways and follow His plans. We may in earnest,
contrite prayer call the heavenly helpers to our side. Invisible armies of light and power will
work with the humble, meek, and lowly one.—Letter 116, 1899. 1SM 97.1

When divine power is combined with human effort, the work will spread like fire in the stubble.
God will employ agencies whose origin man will be unable to discern; angels will do a work
which men might have had the blessing of accomplishing, had they not neglected to answer the
claims of God.—The Review and Herald, December 15, 1885. 1SM 118.3

God has thrust His people into the gap, to make up the hedge, to raise up the foundation of many
generations. The heavenly intelligences, angels that excel in strength, are waiting, obedient to
His command, to unite with human agencies; and the Lord will interpose when matters have
come to such a pass that none but a divine power can counteract the satanic agencies at work.
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When His people shall be in the greatest danger, seemingly unable to stand against the power of
Satan, God will work in their behalf. Man's extremity is God's opportunity. 2SM 373.1

Many young men who have had the right kind of education at home are to be trained for service
and encouraged to lift the standard of truth in new places by well-planned and faithful work. By
associating with our ministers and experienced workers in city work, they will gain the best kind
of training. Acting under divine guidance and sustained by the prayers of their more experienced
fellow workers, they may do a good and blessed work. As they unite their labors with those of
the older workers, using their youthful energies to the very best account, they will have the
companionship of heavenly angels; and as workers together with God, it is their privilege to sing
and pray and believe, and work with courage and freedom. The confidence and trust that the
presence of heavenly agencies will bring to them and to their fellow workers will lead to prayer
and praise and the simplicity of true faith. 9T 119.1

I saw that the work of present truth should engage the interest of all. The publication of truth is
God's ordained plan as a means of warning, comforting, reproving, exhorting, or convicting all to
whose notice the silent, voiceless messengers may be brought. Angels of God have a part to act
in preparing hearts to be sanctified by the truths published, that they may be prepared for the
solemn scenes before them. None in that office are sufficient of themselves for the important
work of discreetly managing matters connected with the publication of the truth. Angels must be
near them to guide, to counsel, and to restrain, or the wisdom and folly of human agencies will
be apparent. 1T 590.3

Angels are helping in this work to restore the fallen and bring them back to the One who has
given His life to redeem them, and the Holy Spirit is co-operating with the ministry of human
agencies to arouse the moral powers by working on the heart, reproving of sin, of righteousness,
and of judgment. 6T 260.1

The Lord Jesus is making experiments on human hearts through the exhibition of His mercy and
abundant grace. He is effecting transformations so amazing that Satan, with all his triumphant
boasting, with all his confederacy of evil united against God and the laws of His government,
stands viewing them as a fortress impregnable to his sophistries and delusions. They are to him
an incomprehensible mystery. The angels of God, seraphim and cherubim, the powers
commissioned to cooperate with human agencies, look on with astonishment and joy, that fallen
men, once children of wrath, are through the training of Christ developing characters after the
divine similitude, to be sons and daughters of God, to act an important part in the occupations
and pleasures of heaven. TM 18.1
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