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Agency = Means 
In the Conflict of the Ages Series 

In the following paragraphs please consider the word “means” in the place of the word “agency”.  

Patriarchs and Prophets  
Taking advantage of the loving, loyal trust reposed in him by the holy beings under his 
command, he had so artfully instilled into their minds his own distrust and discontent that his 
agency was not discerned. Lucifer had presented the purposes of God in a false light—
misconstruing and distorting them to excite dissent and dissatisfaction. He cunningly drew his 
hearers on to give utterance to their feelings; then these expressions were repeated by him when 
it would serve his purpose, as evidence that the angels were not fully in harmony with the 
government of God. While claiming for himself perfect loyalty to God, he urged that changes in 
the order and laws of heaven were necessary for the stability of the divine government. Thus 
while working to excite opposition to the law of God and to instill his own discontent into the 
minds of the angels under him, he was ostensibly seeking to remove dissatisfaction and to 
reconcile disaffected angels to the order of heaven. While secretly fomenting discord and 
rebellion, he with consummate craft caused it to appear as his sole purpose to promote loyalty 
and to preserve harmony and peace. PP 38.2 

Korah would not have taken the course he did had he known that all the directions and reproofs 
communicated to Israel were from God. But he might have known this. God had given  
overwhelming evidence that He was leading Israel. But Korah and his companions rejected light 
until they became so blinded that the most striking manifestations of His power were not 
sufficient to convince them; they attributed them all to human or satanic agency. The same thing 
was done by the people, who the day after the destruction of Korah and his company came to 
Moses and Aaron, saying, “Ye have killed the people of the Lord.” Notwithstanding they had had 
the most convincing evidence of God's displeasure at their course, in the destruction of the men 
who had deceived them, they dared to attribute His judgments to Satan, declaring that through 
the power of the evil one, Moses and Aaron had caused the death of good and holy men. It was 
this act that sealed their doom. They had committed the sin against the Holy Spirit, a sin by 
which man's heart is effectually hardened against the influence of divine grace. “Whosoever 
speaketh a word against the Son of man,” said Christ, “it shall be forgiven him: but whosoever 
speaketh against the Holy Ghost, it shall not be forgiven him.” Matthew 12:32. These words 
were spoken by our Saviour when the gracious works which He had performed through the 
power of God were attributed by the Jews to Beelzebub. It is through the agency of the Holy 
Spirit that God communicates with man; and those who deliberately reject this agency as satanic, 
have cut off the channel of communication between the soul and Heaven. PP 404.4 
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On every occasion of difficulty or trial the Israelites had been ready to charge Moses with having 
led them from Egypt, as though God had had no agency in the matter. Throughout their 
journeyings, as they had complained of the difficulties in the way, and murmured against their 
leaders, Moses had told them, “Your murmurings are against God. It is not I, but God, who has 
wrought in your deliverance.” But his hasty words before the rock, “shall we bring water?” were 
a virtual admission of their charge, and would thus confirm them in their unbelief and justify 
their murmurings. The Lord would remove this impression forever from their minds, by 
forbidding Moses to enter the Promised Land. Here was unmistakable evidence that their leader 
was not Moses, but the mighty Angel of whom the Lord had said, “Behold, I send an Angel 
before thee, to keep thee in the way, and to bring thee into the place which I have prepared. 
Beware of Him , and obey His voice: ... for My name is in Him .” Exodus 23:20, 21. PP 419.3 

This mighty miracle testifies that the creation is under the control of the Creator. Satan seeks to 
conceal from men the divine agency in the physical world—to keep out of sight the unwearied 
working of the first great cause. In this miracle all who exalt nature above the God of nature 
stand rebuked. PP 509.2 

Satan was determined to keep his hold on the land of Canaan, and when it was made the 
habitation of the children of Israel, and the law of God was made the law of the land, he hated 
Israel with a cruel and malignant hatred and plotted their destruction.  Through the agency of 
evil spirits strange gods were introduced; and because of transgression, the chosen people were 
finally scattered from the Land of Promise. This history Satan is striving to repeat in our day. 
God is leading His people out from the abominations of the world, that they may keep His law; 
and because of this, the rage of “the accuser of our brethren” knows no bounds. “The devil is 
come down unto you, having great wrath, because he knoweth that he hath but a short time.” 
Revelation 12:10, 12. The antitypical land of promise is just before us, and Satan is determined 
to destroy the people of God and cut them off from their inheritance. The admonition, “Watch ye 
and pray, lest ye enter into temptation” (Mark 14:38), was never more needed than now. PP 688.3 

Prophets and Kings 
From a human point of view the outlook for the spiritual regeneration of the nation was as 
hopeless as is the outlook today before God's servants who are laboring in the dark places of the 
earth. But the church of Christ is God's agency for the proclamation of truth; she is empowered 
by Him to do a special work; and if she is loyal to God, obedient to His commandments, there 
will dwell within her the excellency of divine power. If she will be true to her  allegiance, there is 
no power that can stand against her. The forces of the enemy will be no more able to overwhelm 
her than is the chaff to resist the whirlwind. PK 259.3 

As the Lord co-operated with Daniel and his fellows, so He will co-operate with all who strive to 
do His will. And by the impartation of His Spirit He will strengthen every true purpose, every 
noble resolution. Those who walk in the path of obedience will encounter many hindrances. 
Strong, subtle influences may bind them to the world; but the Lord is able to render futile every 
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agency that works for the defeat of His chosen ones; in His strength they may overcome every 
temptation, conquer every difficulty. PK 487.1 

Desire of Ages 
“That the thoughts of many hearts may be revealed.” In the light of the Saviour's life, the hearts 
of all, even from the Creator to the prince of darkness, are revealed. Satan has represented God 
as selfish and oppressive, as claiming all, and giving nothing, as requiring the service of His 
creatures for His own glory, and making no sacrifice for their good. But the gift of Christ reveals 
the Father's heart. It testifies that the thoughts of God toward us are “thoughts of peace, and not 
of evil.” Jeremiah 29:11. It declares that while God's hatred of sin is as strong as death, His love 
for the sinner is stronger than death. Having undertaken our redemption, He will spare nothing, 
however dear, which is necessary to the completion of His work. No truth essential to our 
salvation is withheld, no miracle of mercy is neglected, no divine agency is left unemployed. 
Favor is heaped upon favor, gift upon gift. The whole treasury of heaven is open to those He 
seeks to save. Having collected the riches of the universe, and laid open the resources of infinite 
power, He gives them all into the hands of Christ, and says, All these are for man. Use these gifts 
to convince him that there is no love greater than Mine in earth or heaven. His greatest happiness 
will be found in loving Me. DA 57.1 

The wind is heard among the branches of the trees, rustling the leaves and flowers; yet it is 
invisible, and no man knows whence it comes or whither it goes. So with the work of the Holy 
Spirit upon the heart. It can no more be explained than can the movements of the wind. A person 
may not be able to tell the exact time or place, or to trace all the circumstances in the process of 
conversion; but this does not prove him to be unconverted. By an agency as unseen as the wind, 
Christ is constantly working upon the heart. Little by little, perhaps unconsciously to the 
receiver, impressions are made that tend to draw the soul to Christ. These may be received 
through meditating upon Him, through reading the Scriptures, or through hearing the word from 
the living preacher. Suddenly, as the Spirit comes with more direct appeal, the soul gladly 
surrenders itself to Jesus. By many this is called sudden conversion; but it is the result of long 
wooing by the Spirit of God,—a patient, protracted process. DA 172.3 

Jesus said to the disciples, “I sent you to reap that whereon ye bestowed no labor: other men 
labored, and ye are entered into their labors.” The Saviour was here looking forward to the great 
ingathering on the day of Pentecost. The disciples were not to regard this as the result of their 
own efforts. They were entering into other men's labors. Ever since the fall of Adam Christ had 
been committing the seed of the word to His chosen servants, to be sown in human hearts. And 
an unseen agency, even an omnipotent power, had worked silently but effectually to produce the 
harvest. The dew and rain and sunshine of God's grace had been given, to refresh and nourish the 
seed of truth. Christ was about to water the seed with His own blood. His disciples were 
privileged to be laborers together with God. They were coworkers with Christ and with the holy 
men of old. By the outpouring of the Holy Spirit at Pentecost, thousands were to be converted in 
a day. This was the result of Christ's sowing, the harvest of His work. DA 192.1 
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As His representatives among men, Christ does not choose angels who have never fallen, but 
human beings, men of like passions with those they seek to save. Christ took upon Himself 
humanity, that He might reach humanity. Divinity needed humanity; for it required both the 
divine and the human to bring salvation to the world. Divinity needed humanity, that humanity 
might afford a channel of communication between God and man. So with the servants and 
messengers of Christ. Man needs a power outside of and beyond himself, to restore him to the 
likeness of God, and enable him to do the work of God; but this  does not make the human 
agency unessential. Humanity lays hold upon divine power, Christ dwells in the heart by faith; 
and through co-operation with the divine, the power of man becomes efficient for good. DA 
296.4 

The tempter's agency is not to be accounted an excuse for one wrong act. Satan is jubilant when 
he hears the professed followers of Christ making excuses for their deformity of character. It is 
these excuses that lead to sin. There is no excuse for sinning. A holy temper, a Christlike life, is 
accessible to every repenting, believing child of God. DA 311.3 

The Pharisees to whom Jesus spoke this warning did not themselves believe the charge they 
brought against Him. There was not one of those dignitaries but had felt drawn toward the 
Saviour. They had heard the Spirit's voice in their own hearts declaring Him to be the Anointed 
of Israel, and urging them to confess themselves His disciples. In the light of His presence they 
had realized their unholiness, and had longed for a righteousness which they could not create. 
But after their rejection of Him it would be too humiliating to receive Him as the Messiah. 
Having set their feet in the path of unbelief, they were too proud to confess their error. And in 
order to avoid acknowledging the truth, they tried with desperate violence to dispute the 
Saviour's teaching. The evidence of His power and mercy exasperated them. They could not 
prevent the Saviour from working miracles, they could not silence His teaching; but they did 
everything in their power to misrepresent Him and to falsify His words. Still the convicting Spirit 
of God followed them, and they had to build up many barriers in order to withstand its power. 
The mightiest agency that can be brought to bear upon the human heart was striving with them, 
but they would not yield. DA 322.1 

It is not God that blinds the eyes of men or hardens their hearts. He sends them light to correct 
their errors, and to lead them in safe paths; it is by the rejection of this light that the eyes are 
blinded and the heart hardened. Often the process is gradual, and almost imperceptible. Light 
comes to the soul through God's word, through His servants, or by the direct agency of His 
Spirit; but when one ray of light is disregarded, there is a partial benumbing of the spiritual 
perceptions, and the second revealing of light is less clearly discerned. So the darkness increases, 
until it is night in the soul. Thus it had been with  these Jewish leaders. They were convinced that 
a divine power attended Christ, but in order to resist the truth, they attributed the work of the 
Holy Spirit to Satan. In doing this they deliberately chose deception; they yielded themselves to 
Satan, and henceforth they were controlled by his power. DA 322.2 
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Our confession of His faithfulness is Heaven's chosen agency for revealing Christ to the world. 
We are to acknowledge His grace as made known through the holy men of old; but that which 
will be most effectual is the testimony of our own experience. We are witnesses for God as we 
reveal in ourselves the working of a power that is divine. Every individual has a life distinct from 
all others, and an experience differing essentially from theirs. God desires that our praise shall 
ascend to Him, marked by our own individuality. These precious acknowledgments to the praise 
of the glory of His grace, when supported by a Christ-like life, have an irresistible power that 
works for the salvation of souls. DA 347.3 

In feeding the five thousand, Jesus lifts the veil from the world of nature, and reveals the power 
that is constantly exercised for our good. In the production of earth's harvests God is working a 
miracle every day. Through natural agencies the same work is accomplished that was wrought in 
the feeding of the multitude. Men prepare the soil and sow the seed, but it is the life from God 
that causes the seed to germinate. It is God's rain and air and sunshine that cause it to put forth, 
“first the blade, then the ear, after that the full corn in the ear.” Mark 4:28. It is God who is every 
day feeding millions from earth's harvest fields. Men are called upon to co-operate with God in 
the care of the grain and the preparation of the loaf, and because of this they lose sight of the 
divine agency. They do not give God the glory due unto His holy name. The working of His 
power is ascribed to natural causes or to human instrumentality. Man is glorified in place of God, 
and His gracious gifts are perverted to selfish uses, and made a curse instead of a blessing. God 
is seeking to change all this. He desires that our dull senses shall be quickened to discern His 
merciful kindness and to glorify Him for the working of His power. He desires us to recognize 
Him in His gifts, that they may be, as He intended, a blessing to us. It was to accomplish this 
purpose that the miracles of Christ were performed. DA 367.3 

By looking constantly to Jesus with the eye of faith, we shall be strengthened. God will make the 
most precious revelations to His hungering, thirsting people. They will find that Christ is a 
personal Saviour. As they feed upon His word, they find that it is spirit and life. The word 
destroys the natural, earthly nature, and imparts a new life in Christ Jesus. The Holy Spirit comes 
to the soul as a Comforter. By the transforming agency of His grace, the image of God is 
reproduced in the disciple; he becomes a new creature. Love takes the place of hatred, and the 
heart receives the divine similitude. This is what it means to live “by every word that proceedeth 
out of the mouth of God.” This is eating the Bread that comes down from heaven. DA 391.1 

As the disciples searched the prophecies that testified of Christ, they were brought into 
fellowship with the Deity, and learned of Him who had ascended to heaven to complete the work 
He had begun on earth. They recognized the fact that in Him dwelt knowledge which no human 
being, unaided by divine agency, could comprehend. They needed the help of Him whom kings, 
prophets, and righteous men had foretold. With amazement they read and reread the prophetic 
delineations of His character and work. How dimly had they comprehended the prophetic 
scriptures! how slow they had been in taking in the great truths which testified of Christ! 
Looking upon Him in His humiliation, as He walked a man among men, they had not understood 
the mystery of His incarnation, the dual character of His nature. Their eyes were holden, so that 
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they did not fully recognize divinity in humanity. But after they were illuminated by the Holy 
Spirit, how they longed to see Him again, and to place themselves at His feet! How they wished 
that they might come to Him, and have Him explain the scriptures which they could not 
comprehend! How attentively would they listen to His words! What had Christ meant when He 
said, “I have yet many things to say unto you, but ye cannot bear them now”? John 16:12. How 
eager they were to know it all! They grieved that their faith had been so  feeble, that their ideas 
had been so wide of the mark, that they had so failed of comprehending the reality. DA 507.1 

Not by the decisions of courts or councils or legislative assemblies, not by the patronage of 
worldly great men, is the kingdom of Christ established, but by the implanting of Christ's nature 
in humanity through the work of the Holy Spirit. “As many as received Him, to them gave He 
power to become the sons of God, even to them that believe on His name: which were born, not 
of blood, nor of the will of the flesh, nor of the will of man, but of God.” John 1:12, 13. Here is 
the only power that  can work the uplifting of mankind. And the human agency for the 
accomplishment of this work is the teaching and practicing of the word of God. DA 509.4 

The Sadducees rejected the teaching of Jesus; He was animated by a spirit which they would not 
acknowledge as manifesting itself thus; and His teaching in regard to God and the future life 
contradicted their theories. They believed in God as the only being superior to man; but they 
argued that an overruling providence and a divine foresight would deprive man of free moral 
agency, and degrade him to the position of a slave. It was their belief, that, having created man, 
God had left him to himself, independent of a higher influence. They held that man was free to 
control his own life and to shape the events of the world; that his destiny was in his own hands. 
They denied that the Spirit of God works through human efforts or natural means. Yet they still 
held that, through the proper employment of his natural powers, man could become elevated and 
enlightened; that by rigorous and austere exactions his life could be purified. DA 604.2 

In describing to His disciples the office work of the Holy Spirit, Jesus sought to inspire them 
with the joy and hope that inspired His own heart. He rejoiced because of the abundant help He 
had provided for His church. The Holy Spirit was the highest of all gifts that He could solicit 
from His Father for the exaltation of His people. The Spirit was to be given as a regenerating 
agent, and without this the sacrifice of Christ would have been of no avail. The power of evil had 
been strengthening for centuries, and the submission of men to this satanic captivity was 
amazing. Sin could be resisted and overcome only through the mighty agency of the Third 
Person of the Godhead, who would come with no modified energy, but in the fullness of divine 
power. It is the Spirit that makes effectual what has been wrought out by the world's Redeemer. It 
is by the Spirit that the heart is made pure. Through the Spirit the believer becomes a partaker of 
the divine nature. Christ has given His Spirit as a divine power to overcome all hereditary and 
cultivated tendencies to evil, and to impress His own character upon His church. DA 671.2 

“I am the Vine, ye are the branches,” Christ said to His disciples. Though He was about to be 
removed from them, their spiritual union with Him was to be unchanged. The connection of the 
branch with the vine, He said, represents the relation you are to sustain to Me. The scion is 
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engrafted into the living vine, and fiber by fiber, vein by vein, it grows into the vine stock. The 
life of the vine becomes the life of the branch. So the soul dead in trespasses and sins receives 
life through connection with Christ. By faith in Him as a personal Saviour the union is formed. 
The sinner unites his weakness to Christ's strength, his emptiness to Christ's fullness, his frailty 
to Christ's enduring might. Then he has the mind of Christ. The humanity of Christ has touched 
our humanity, and our humanity has touched divinity. Thus through the agency of the Holy Spirit 
man becomes a partaker of the divine nature. He is accepted in the Beloved. DA 675.3 

In all that Christ said to His disciples, there was something with which, in heart, Judas disagreed. 
Under his influence the leaven of disaffection was fast doing its work. The disciples did not see 
the real agency in all this; but Jesus saw that Satan was communicating his attributes to Judas, 
and thus opening up a channel through which to influence the other disciples. This, a year before 
the betrayal, Christ declared. “Have not I chosen you twelve,” He said, “and one of you is a 
devil?” John 6:70. DA 720.1 

Acts of the Apostles  
The church is God's appointed agency for the salvation of men. It was organized for service, and 
its mission is to carry the gospel to the world. From the beginning it has been God's plan that 
through His church shall be reflected to the world His fullness and His sufficiency. The members 
of the church, those whom He has called out of darkness into His marvelous light, are to show 
forth His glory. The church is the repository of the riches of the grace of Christ; and through the 
church will eventually be made manifest, even to “the principalities and powers in heavenly 
places,” the final and full display of the love of God. Ephesians 3:10. AA 9.1 

“Verily, verily, I say unto you, He that believeth on Me, the works that I do shall he do also; and 
greater works than these shall he do; because I go unto My Father.” John 14:12. By this, Christ 
did not mean that the disciples would make more exalted exertions than He had made, but that 
their work would have greater magnitude. He did not refer merely to miracle working, but to all 
that would take place under the agency of the Holy Spirit. “When the Comforter is come,” He 
said, “whom I will send unto you from the Father, even the Spirit of truth, which proceedeth 
from the Father, He shall testify of Me: and ye also shall bear witness, because ye have been with 
Me from the beginning.” John 15:26, 27. AA 22.1 

The Spirit is given as a regenerating agency, to make effectual the salvation wrought by the 
death of our Redeemer. The Spirit is constantly seeking to draw the attention of men to the great 
offering that was made on the cross of Calvary, to unfold to the world the love of God, and to 
open to the convicted soul the precious things of the Scriptures. AA 52.4 

From the beginning, God has been working by His Holy Spirit through human instrumentalities 
for the accomplishment of His purpose in behalf of the fallen race. This was manifest in the lives 
of the patriarchs. To the church in the wilderness also, in the time of Moses, God gave His “good 
Spirit to instruct them.” Nehemiah 9:20. And in the days of the apostles He wrought mightily for 
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His church through the agency of the Holy Spirit. The same power that sustained the patriarchs, 
that gave Caleb and Joshua faith and courage, and that made the work of the apostolic church 
effective, has upheld God's faithful children in every succeeding age. It was through the power of 
the Holy Spirit that during the Dark Ages the Waldensian Christians helped to prepare the way 
for the Reformation. It was the same power that made successful the efforts of the noble men and 
women who pioneered the way for the establishment of modern missions and for the translation 
of the Bible into the languages and dialects of all nations and peoples. AA 53.1 

Every worker who follows the example of Christ will be prepared to receive and use the power 
that God has promised to His church for the ripening of earth's harvest. Morning by morning, as 
the heralds of the gospel kneel before the Lord and renew their vows of consecration to Him, He 
will grant them the presence of His Spirit, with its reviving, sanctifying power. As they go forth 
to the day's duties, they have the assurance that the unseen agency of the Holy Spirit enables 
them to be “laborers together with God.” AA 56.2 

“God is not the author of confusion, but of peace, as in all churches of the saints.” 1 Corinthians 
14:33. He requires that order and system be observed in the conduct of church affairs today no 
less than in the days of old. He desires His work to be carried forward with thoroughness and 
exactness so that He may place upon it the seal of His approval. Christian is to be united with 
Christian, church with church, the human instrumentality co-operating with the divine, every 
agency subordinate to the Holy Spirit, and all combined in giving to the world the good tidings 
of the grace of God. AA 96.1 

In His wisdom the Lord brings those who are seeking for truth into touch with fellow beings who 
know the truth. It is the plan of Heaven that those who have received light shall impart it to those 
in darkness. Humanity, drawing its efficiency from the great Source of wisdom, is made the 
instrumentality, the working agency, through which the gospel exercises its transforming power 
on mind and heart. AA 134.3 

The cause of God in the earth today is in need of living representatives of Bible truth. The 
ordained ministers alone are not equal to the task of warning the great cities. God is calling not 
only upon ministers, but also upon physicians, nurses, colporteurs, Bible workers, and other 
consecrated laymen of varied talent who have a knowledge of  the word of God and who know 
the power of His grace, to consider the needs of the unwarned cities. Time is rapidly passing, and 
there is much to be done. Every agency must be set in operation, that present opportunities may 
be wisely improved. AA 158.3 

God had abundantly blessed the labors of Paul and Barnabas during the year they remained with 
the believers in Antioch. But neither of them had as yet been formally ordained to the gospel 
ministry. They had now reached a point in their Christian experience when God was about to 
entrust them with the carrying forward of a difficult missionary enterprise, in the prosecution of 
which they would need every advantage that could be obtained through the agency of the church. 
AA 160.1 

Daniel Mesa Facebook   |   YouTube RevelationWithDaniel.com 

http://RevelationWithDaniel.com
http://Facebook.com/RevelationWithDaniel
https://www.youtube.com/revelationwithdaniel


 of 9 12

Those who are inclined to regard their individual judgment as supreme are in grave peril. It is 
Satan's studied effort to separate such ones from those who are channels of light, through whom 
God has wrought to build up and extend His work in the earth. To neglect or despise those whom 
God has appointed to bear the responsibilities of leadership in connection with the advancement 
of the truth, is to reject the means that He has ordained for the help, encouragement, and strength 
of His people. For any worker in the Lord's cause to pass these by, and to think that his light must 
come through no other channel than directly from God, is to place himself in a position where he 
is liable to be deceived by the enemy and overthrown. The Lord in His wisdom has arranged that 
by means of the close relationship that should be maintained by all believers, Christian shall be 
united to Christian and church to church. Thus the human instrumentality will be enabled to co-
operate with the divine. Every agency will be subordinate to the Holy Spirit, and all the believers 
will be united in an organized and well-directed effort to give to the world the glad tidings of the 
grace of God. AA 164.1 

Every true minister feels a heavy responsibility for the spiritual advancement of the believers 
entrusted to his care, a longing desire that they shall be laborers together with God. He realizes 
that upon the faithful performance of his God-given work depends in a large degree the well-
being of the church. Earnestly and untiringly he seeks to inspire the believers with a desire to win 
souls for Christ, remembering that every addition to the church should be one more agency for 
the carrying out of the plan of redemption. AA 207.1 

The hatred with which the Jews had always regarded the apostles was now intensified. The 
conversion and baptism of Crispus had the effect of exasperating instead of convincing these 
stubborn opposers. They could not bring arguments to disprove Paul's preaching, and for lack of 
such evidence they resorted to deception and malignant attack. They blasphemed the gospel and 
the name of Jesus. In their blind anger no words were too bitter, no device too low, for them to 
use. They could not deny that Christ had worked miracles; but they declared that He had 
performed them through the power of Satan; and they boldly affirmed that the wonderful works 
wrought by Paul were accomplished through the same agency. AA 249.2 

There are today many as ignorant of the Holy Spirit's work upon the heart as were those 
believers in Ephesus; yet no truth is more clearly taught in the word of God. Prophets and 
apostles have dwelt upon this theme. Christ Himself calls our attention to the growth of the 
vegetable world as an illustration of the agency of His Spirit in sustaining spiritual life. The sap 
of the vine, ascending from the root, is diffused to the branches, sustaining growth and producing 
blossoms and fruit. So the life-giving power of the Holy Spirit, proceeding from the Saviour, 
pervades the soul, renews the motives and affections, and brings even the thoughts into 
obedience to the will of God, enabling the receiver to bear the precious fruit of holy deeds. AA 
284.1 

Until his latest hour the life of Paul testified to the truth of his words to the Corinthians: “God, 
who commanded the light to shine out of darkness, hath shined in our hearts, to give the light of 
the knowledge of the glory of God in the face of Jesus Christ. But we have this treasure in 
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earthen vessels, that the excellency of the power may be of God, and not of us. We are troubled 
on every side, yet not distressed; we are perplexed, but not in despair; persecuted, but not 
forsaken; cast down, but not destroyed; always bearing about in the body the dying of the Lord 
Jesus, that the life also of Jesus might be made manifest in our body.” 2 Corinthians 4:6-10. His 
sufficiency was not in himself, but in the presence and agency of the divine Spirit that filled his 
soul and brought every thought into subjection to the will of Christ. The prophet declares, “Thou 
wilt keep him in perfect peace, whose mind is stayed on Thee: because he trusteth in Thee.” 
Isaiah 26:3. The heaven-born peace expressed on Paul's countenance won many a soul to the 
gospel. AA 510.1 

The church is God's agency for the proclamation of truth, empowered by Him to do a special 
work; and if she is loyal to Him, obedient to all His commandments, there will dwell within her 
the excellency of divine grace. If she will be true to her allegiance, if she will honor the Lord 
God of Israel, there is no power that can stand against her. AA 600.2 

Great Controversy  
Signs and wonders appeared, foreboding disaster and doom. In the midst of the night an 
unnatural light shone over the temple and the altar. Upon the clouds at sunset were pictured 
chariots and men of war gathering for battle. The priests ministering by night in the sanctuary 
were terrified by mysterious sounds; the earth trembled, and a multitude of voices were heard 
crying: “Let us depart hence.” The great eastern gate, which was so heavy that it could hardly be 
shut by a score of men, and which was secured by  immense bars of iron fastened deep in the 
pavement of solid stone, opened at midnight, without visible agency.—Milman, The History of 
the Jews, book 13. GC 29.3 

The appearance of the Scriptures brought dismay to the authorities of the church. They had now 
to meet an agency more powerful than Wycliffe—an agency against which their weapons would 
avail little. There was at this time no law in England prohibiting the Bible, for it had never before 
been published in the language of the people. Such laws were afterward enacted and rigorously 
enforced. Meanwhile, notwithstanding the efforts of the priests, there was for a season 
opportunity for the circulation of the word of God. GC 89.2 

About this time a new agency came in to advance the work of reform. One Lucian was sent to 
Zurich with some of Luther's writings, by a friend of the reformed faith at Basel, who suggested 
that the sale of these books might be a powerful means of scattering the light. “Ascertain,” he 
wrote to Zwingli, “whether this man possesses sufficient prudence and skill; if so, let him carry 
from city to city, from town to town, from village to village, and even from house to house, 
among the Swiss, the works of Luther, and especially his exposition of the Lord's Prayer written 
for the laity. The more they are known, the more purchasers they will find.”—Ibid., b. 8, ch. 6. 
Thus the light found entrance. GC 178.1 
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When error in one garb has been detected, Satan only masks it in a different disguise, and 
multitudes receive it as eagerly as at the first. When the people found Romanism to be a 
deception, and he could not through this agency lead them to transgression of God's law, he 
urged them to regard all religion as a cheat, and the Bible as a fable; and, casting aside the divine 
statutes, they gave themselves up to unbridled iniquity. GC 285.1 

When Satan wrought through the Roman Church to lead men away from obedience, his agency 
was concealed, and his work was so disguised that the degradation and misery which resulted 
were not seen to be the fruit of transgression. And his power was so far counteracted by the 
working of the Spirit of God that his purposes were prevented from reaching their full fruition. 
The people did not trace the effect to its cause and discover the source of their miseries. But in 
the  Revolution the law of God was openly set aside by the National Council. And in the Reign 
of Terror which followed, the working of cause and effect could be seen by all. GC 285.4 

The connection of the visible with the invisible world, the ministration of angels of God, and the 
agency of evil spirits, are plainly revealed in the Scriptures, and inseparably interwoven with 
human history. There is a growing tendency to disbelief in the existence of evil spirits, while the 
holy angels that “minister for them who shall be heirs of salvation” (Hebrews 1:14) are regarded 
by many as spirits of the dead. But the Scriptures not only teach the existence of angels, both 
good and evil, but present unquestionable proof that these are not disembodied spirits of dead 
men. GC 511.1 

A guardian angel is appointed to every follower of Christ. These heavenly watchers shield the 
righteous from the power  of the wicked one. This Satan himself recognized when he said: “Doth 
Job fear God for nought? Hast not Thou made an hedge about him, and about his house, and 
about all that he hath on every side?” Job 1:9, 10. The agency by which God protects His people 
is presented in the words of the psalmist: “The angel of the Lord encampeth round about them 
that fear Him, and delivereth them.” Psalm 34:7. Said the Saviour, speaking of those that believe 
in Him: “Take heed that ye despise not one of these little ones; for I say unto you, That in heaven 
their angels do always behold the face of My Father.” Matthew 18:10. The angels appointed to 
minister to the children of God have at all times access to His presence. GC 512.2 

Old Testament history presents occasional mention of their existence and agency; but it was 
during the time when Christ was upon the earth that evil spirits manifested their power in the 
most striking manner. Christ had come to enter  upon the plan devised for man's redemption, and 
Satan determined to assert his right to control the world. He had succeeded in establishing 
idolatry in every part of the earth except the land of Palestine. To the only land that had not fully 
yielded to the tempter's sway, Christ came to shed upon the people the light of heaven. Here two 
rival powers claimed supremacy. Jesus was stretching out His arms of love, inviting all who 
would to find pardon and peace in Him. The hosts of darkness saw that they did not possess 
unlimited control, and they understood that if Christ's mission should be successful, their rule 
was soon to end. Satan raged like a chained lion and defiantly exhibited his power over the 
bodies as well as the souls of men.. GC 513.3 
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The fact that men have been possessed with demons, is clearly stated in the New Testament. The 
persons thus afflicted were not merely suffering with disease from natural causes. Christ had 
perfect understanding of that with which He was dealing, and He recognized the direct presence 
and agency of evil spirits. GC 514.1 

None are in greater danger from the influence of evil spirits than those who, notwithstanding the 
direct and ample testimony of the Scriptures, deny the existence and agency of the devil and his 
angels. So long as we are ignorant of their wiles, they have almost inconceivable advantage; 
many give heed to their suggestions while they suppose themselves to be following the dictates 
of their own wisdom. This is why, as we approach the close of time, when Satan is to work with 
greatest power to deceive and destroy, he spreads everywhere the belief that he does not exist. It 
is his policy to conceal himself and his manner of working. GC 516.2 

As spiritualism more closely imitates the nominal Christianity of the day, it has greater power to 
deceive and ensnare. Satan himself is converted, after the modern order of things. He will appear 
in the character of an angel of light. Through the agency of spiritualism, miracles will be 
wrought, the sick will be healed, and many undeniable wonders will be performed. And as the 
spirits will profess faith in the Bible, and manifest respect for the institutions of the church, their 
work will be accepted as a manifestation of divine power. GC 588.2 
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