10of5

Constant Communication

... The distance from Puteoli to Rome being but a hundred and forty miles, and the seaport being
in constant communication with the metropolis, the Roman Christians were informed of Paul's
approach, and some of them started to meet and welcome him. AA 447.2

During this time the churches that he had established in many lands were not forgotten. Realizing
the dangers that threatened the converts to the new faith, the apostle sought so far as possible to
meet their needs by letters of warning and practical instruction. And from Rome he sent out
consecrated workers to labor not only for these churches, but in fields that he himself had not
visited. These workers, as wise shepherds, strengthened the work so well begun by Paul; and the
apostle, kept informed of the condition and dangers of the churches by constant communication
with them, was enabled to exercise a wise supervision over all. AA 453.3

Christ is spoken of as walking in the midst of the golden candlesticks. Thus is symbolized His
relation to the churches. He is in constant communication with His people. He knows their true
state. He observes their order, their piety, their devotion. Although He is high priest and mediator
in the sanctuary above, yet He is represented as walking up and down in the midst of His
churches on the earth. With untiring wakefulness and unremitting vigilance, He watches to see
whether the light of any of His sentinels is burning dim or going out. If the candlesticks were left
to mere human care, the flickering flame would languish and die; but He is the true watchman in
the Lord's house, the true warden of the temple courts. His continued care and sustaining grace
are the source of life and light. AA 586.1

The ladder which Jacob saw in the night vision, the base of it resting upon the earth and the
topmost round reaching unto the highest heavens; God himself above the ladder, and his glory
shining upon every round; angels ascending and descending upon this ladder of shining
brightness, is a symbol of constant communication kept up between this world and heavenly
places. God accomplishes his will through the instrumentality of heavenly angels in continual
intercourse with humanity. This ladder reveals a direct and important channel of communication
with the inhabitants of this earth. The ladder represented to Jacob the world's Redeemer, who
links earth and heaven together. Every one who has seen the evidence and light of truth and
accepts the truth, professing his faith in Jesus Christ, is a missionary in the highest sense of the
word. He is the receiver of heavenly treasures, and it is his duty to impart them, to diffuse that
which he has received. CE 155.2

Satan is a diligent Bible student. He knows that his time is short, and he seeks at every point to
counterwork the work of the Lord upon this earth. It is impossible to give any idea of the
experience of the people of God who shall be alive upon the earth when celestial glory and a
repetition of the persecutions of the past are blended. They will walk in the light proceeding from
the throne of God. By means of the angels there will be constant communication between heaven
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and earth. And Satan, surrounded by evil angels, and claiming to be God, will work miracles of
all kinds, to deceive, if possible, the very elect. God's people will not find their safety in working
miracles, for Satan will counterfeit the miracles that will be wrought. God's tried and tested
people will find their power in the sign spoken of in Exodus 31:12-18. They are to take their
stand on the living word: “It is written.” This is the only foundation upon which they can stand
securely. Those who have broken their covenant with God will in that day be without God and
without hope. CCh 39.5

In Christ's humiliation He descended to the very depths of human woe in sympathy and pity for
fallen man, which was represented to Jacob by one end of the ladder resting upon the earth,
while the top of the ladder, reaching unto heaven, represents the divine power of Christ grasping
the Infinite and thus linking earth to heaven and finite man to the infinite God. Through Christ
the communication is opened between God and man. Angels may pass to and fro from heaven to
earth with messages of love to fallen man, and to minister unto those who shall be heirs of
salvation. It is through Christ alone that the heavenly messengers minister to men. Con 46.3

The Bible shows us God in His high and holy place, not in a state of inactivity, not in silence and
solitude, but surrounded by ten thousand times ten thousand and thousands of thousands of holy
intelligences, all waiting to do His will. Through channels which we cannot discern He is in
active communication with every part of His dominion. But it is in this speck of a world, in the
souls that He gave His only-begotten Son to save, that His interest and the interest of all heaven
is centered. God is bending from His throne to hear the cry of the oppressed. To every sincere
prayer He answers, “Here am 1.” He uplifts the distressed and downtrodden. In all our afflictions
He is afflicted. In every temptation and every trial the angel of His presence is near to deliver.
DA 356.3

The angels of God are communicating with and guarding His people, and are pressing back the
powers of darkness that they shall not have any control over those who shall be heirs of
salvation. Are we working in harmony with the angels? This is the line of communication the
Lord has established with the children of men (Manuscript 1, 1890). 7BC 923.6

Christ draws aside the veil that conceals God's glory from view, and shows us the Most High
surrounded by ten thousand times ten thousand angels, who wait for their commission to
communicate with the inhabitants of this earth. “Are they not all ministering spirits, sent forth to
minister for them who shall be heirs of salvation?” God is not regardless of our world. He hears
every sigh of pain, and sees every tear of sorrow. He marks every action, approving or
condemning. Those who strive to bring the wanderers back to the fold are very precious in his
sight. RH January 19, 1911, par. 11

Those whose hearts burned with a longing, intense desire to see Jesus, were forbidden by their
professed brethren to speak of his coming. Angels viewed the whole scene, and sympathized
with the remnant, who loved the appearing of Jesus. Another mighty angel was commissioned to
descend to earth. Jesus placed in his hand a writing, and as he came to earth, he cried, Babylon is
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fallen! is fallen! Then I saw the disappointed ones again look cheerful, and raise their eyes to
heaven, looking with faith and hope for their Lord's appearing. But many seemed to remain in a
stupid state, as if asleep; yet I could see the trace of deep sorrow upon their countenances. The
disappointed ones saw from the Bible that they were in the tarrying time, and that they must
patiently wait the fulfillment of the vision. The same evidence which led them to look for their
Lord in 1843, led them to expect him in 1844. I saw that the majority did not possess that energy
which marked their faith in 1843. Their disappointment had dampened their faith. But as the
disappointed ones united in the cry of the second angel, the heavenly host looked with the
deepest interest, and marked the effect of the message. They saw those who bore the name of
Christians turn with derision and scorn upon those who had been disappointed. As the words fell
from the mocker's lips, You have not gone up yet! an angel wrote them. Said the angel, They
mock God. 1SG 153.1

We are in danger of regarding Christ's ministers simply as men, not recognizing them as
representatives of Him. All personal considerations should be laid aside; we must listen for the
word of God through His ambassadors. Christ is ever sending messages to those who listen for
His voice. On the night of our Saviour's agony in the Garden of Gethsemane the sleeping
disciples heard not the voice of Jesus; they had a dim sense of the angel's presence, but lost the
power and glory of the scene by drowsiness and stupor, and thus failed to receive the evidence
which would have strengthened their souls for the terrible scenes before them. Thus the very men
who most need divine instruction often fail to receive it because they do not place themselves in
communication with heaven. Satan is ever seeking to impress and control the mind, and none of
us are safe except as we have a constant connection with God. We must momentarily receive
supplies from heaven, and if we would be kept by the power of God we must be obedient to all
His requirements. 4T 542.1

Christ walks in the midst of the golden candlesticks. Thus is symbolized His constant
communication with His people. He knows their true state, their order, their devotion. Although
He is High Priest in the sanctuary above, He is represented as walking in the midst of His
churches on earth. With unremitting vigilance He watches. If the candlesticks were left to mere
human care, the flickering flame would languish and die, but He is the true warden. His
continued care and sustaining grace are the source of life and light. TT 306.5

The cross of Calvary is placed between heaven and earth as a perpetual memorial, calling the
attention to a holier world than this. It is the medium of a constant communication with the world
of light; the mind is constantly drawn away from the earthly to the heavenly, surveying the
attractions of Him who ever liveth to make intercession for us; and those who thus keep the
heavenly world in view will be uplifted above this in their affections and pursuits. They will be
in the world, but not of the world, moving among men as pilgrims and strangers, seeking a better
country, even a heavenly. And by their influence they will take others with them. MMis May 1,
1891, par. 8
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The cross of Christ lies directly in our pathway, and must be lifted if we would follow Jesus. It is
a perpetual reminder of Christ, our intercessor before God, and it points us to a nobler world.
Through Christ we have constant communication with the Father. Through this open door we
may view the glories of the celestial world, and may estimate the superiority of heavenly
attractions as compared with earthly. Then with a heart all aglow with the love of Jesus, we may
reveal to others what we have seen and learned. RH January 6, 1891, par. 9

In social intercourse, Christians have altogether too little to say in regard to the things that
belong to the kingdom of God. Those who have an indwelling Saviour will have something to
say of his love and grace. And “it is not ye that speak, but the Spirit of your Father which
speaketh in you.” The truth is often spoken from a theoretical knowledge, but he whose heart is
all aglow with it, because he has realized its saving, uplifting power, will be much more
successful in giving light to others than is he who only knows the truth theoretically. To him who
has felt the sanctifying power of the grace of Christ in his own heart, the truth is a living
principle, and he can speak with an assurance that carries conviction to the heart of the
unbeliever. He teaches as Christ taught, of whom his hearers said, “Never man spake like this
man.” John, in the assurance of a living experience, said: “That which we have seen and heard
declare we unto you, that ye also may have fellowship with us: and truly our fellowship is with
the Father, and with his Son Jesus Christ.” Christ, through his Spirit, is working to draw men to
himself; and we, the human agents, are to co-operate with Christ; it is his power that gives
efficiency to our labors. RH January 6, 1891, par. 10

The anointed ones standing by the Lord of the whole earth, have the position once given to Satan
as covering cherub. By the holy beings surrounding his throne, the Lord keeps up a constant
communication with the inhabitants of the earth. The golden oil represents the grace with which
God keeps the lamps of believers supplied, that they shall not flicker and go out. Were it not that
this holy oil is poured from heaven in the messages of God's Spirit, the agencies of evil would
have entire control over men. RH July 20, 1897, par. 6

Can we conceive a closer, more intimate relation to Christ than is set forth in the words, “I am
the vine, ye are the branches”? The fibers of the branch are almost identical with those of the
vine. The communication of life, strength, and fruitfulness from the trunk to the branches is
unobstructed and constant. Thus the root sends its nourishment through the branch. Such is the
true believer's relation to Christ. He abides in Christ, and draws his nourishment from him. SW
December 17, 1907, par. 2

Here Christ associates Himself, as the Son of man, with the mystic ladder. The angels of God are
ascending and descending on the one even as they did on the other. By means of this ladder a
constant communication is kept up between heaven and earth, and all the actions and affairs of
this earth are known in heaven. The counsels of heaven are executed on earth, and the doings of
men are judged in heaven. I9MR 338.2
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...You may feel that your influence with men is limited; but you can have constant
communication with God. While others plead with men, you plead with God, and then with men.
Ms8-1892.11

The constant belief in Christ as your personal Saviour will make you one with Him as the branch
is one with the vine. Every branch will evidence whether or not it has life, for where there is life,
there is sure to be growth. There is a continual communication of the lifegiving properties of the

vine, and this is demonstrated by the fruit which the branches bear. Ms67-1897.50

God uses human instrumentalities to communicate His will to those who need help. By
preaching and reading and praying, a constant communication is to be kept up between earth and
heaven. To His disciples and to us Christ gave the commission: “Go ye therefore and teach all
nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Ghost;
teaching them to observe all things whatsoever I have commanded you, and lo, I am with you
alway, even unto the end of the world.” “He that believeth and is baptized shall be saved; but he
that believeth not shall be damned. And these signs shall follow them that believe: in my name
shall they cast out devils; they shall speak with new tongues; they shall take up serpents; and if
they drink any deadly thing, it shall not hurt them; they shall lay hands on the sick, and they shall
recover.” Lt11-1901.10

All heaven is interested in our salvation. The angels of God are walking up and down the streets
of these cities, and marking the deeds of men. They record in the books of God's remembrance
the words of faith, the acts of love, the humility of spirit; and in that day when every man's work
shall be tried of what sort it is, the work of the humble follower of Christ will stand the test, and
will receive the commendation of Heaven (The Review and Herald, September 16, 1890). 7BC
986.10

The Lord has given the Bible to us, and it is our privilege to read it for ourselves. It is our duty to
search it diligently, that we may receive more and more light from its sacred pages. As we search
the Bible to comprehend the truths of salvation, angels of God are present to strengthen the mind
and to aid us in understanding that which will be a benefit to us and to others. We are to explore
the sacred volume as a miner explores the veins of ore in the earth, and finds the precious seams
of gold. While time shall last, we shall desire to know what the Bible has to say in regard to our
relation to Jesus Christ, our responsibility to God as free moral agents. We must search the
Scriptures, so that we may know how to accept our responsibilities and how to impart the
knowledge we have gained to others who are in need of comfort and hope. We must know by
experience what it is to have Christ for our sin bearer, in order that we may intelligently say to
others, “Behold the Lamb of God, which taketh away the sin of the world!” SWk 46.3
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