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Recording Angels

Let the recording angels write the history of the holy struggles and conflicts of the people of
God; let them record their prayers and tears; but let not God be dishonored by the declaration
from human lips, “I am sinless; I am holy.” Sanctified lips will never give utterance to such
presumptuous words. AA 561.3

Parents, every time you lose self-control and speak and act impatiently, you sin against God. The
recording angel writes every impatient, unguarded word spoken before them, carelessly or in
jest; every word that is not chaste and elevated, he marks as a spot against your Christian
character. Speak kindly to your children. Remember how sensitive you are, how little you can
bear to be blamed, and do not lay upon them that which you cannot bear; for they are weaker
than you and cannot endure as much. The fruits of self-control, thoughtfulness, and painstaking
on your part will be a hundredfold. CG 217.2

We can have the salvation of God in our families; but we must believe for it, live for it, and have
a continual, abiding faith and trust in God.... The restraint which God's Word imposes upon us is
for our own interest. It increases the happiness of our families, and of all around us. It refines our
taste, sanctifies our judgment, and brings peace of mind, and in the end, everlasting life....
Ministering angels will linger in our dwellings, and with joy carry heavenward the tidings of our
advance in the divine life, and the recording angel will make a cheerful, happy record. Pacific
Health Journal, January, 1890. CG 484.2

Every man's work passes in review before God and is registered for faithfulness or
unfaithfulness. Opposite each name in the books of heaven is entered with terrible exactness
every wrong word, every selfish act, every unfulfilled duty, and every secret sin, with every
artful dissembling. Heaven-sent warnings or reproofs neglected, wasted moments, unimproved
opportunities, the influence exerted for good or for evil, with its far-reaching results, all are
chronicled by the recording angel. CIHS 118.1

As the features of the countenance are reproduced with unerring accuracy on the polished plate
of the artist, so the character is faithfully delineated in the books above. Yet how little solicitude
is felt concerning that record which is to meet the gaze of heavenly beings. Could the veil which
separates the visible from the invisible world be swept back, and the children of men behold an
angel recording every word and deed, which they must meet again in the judgment, how many
words that are daily uttered would remain unspoken, how many deeds would remain undone.
CIHS 123.2

Just as surely as there was a Witness at the feast of Belshazzar, there is also a Witness in every

scene of sacrilegious mirth, and just as surely is the recording angel writing, “Thou art weighed
in the balances, and art found wanting.” CTBH 21.2
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If married men go into the work, leaving their wives to care for the children at home, the wife
and mother is doing fully as great and important a work as the husband and father. Although one
is in the missionary field, the other is a home missionary, whose cares and anxieties and burdens
frequently far exceed those of the husband and father. Her work is a solemn and important one.
The husband in the open missionary field may receive the honors of men, while the home toiler
may receive no earthly credit for her labor. But if she works for the best interest of her family,
seeking to fashion their characters after the divine Model, the recording angel writes her name as
one of the greatest missionaries in the world. God does not see things as man's finite vision
views them. CCh 143.5

As my guide conducted me through the different departments, the lack of economy everywhere
stirred my soul with grief, for I had a full sense of the debt hanging over the institution. The petty
dishonesty, the selfish neglect of duty, were marked by the recording angel. The waste permitted
here and there, in the course of a year amounts to a considerable sum. Much of this might be
saved by the helpers; but each will say, “It does not belong to me to look after these things.”
Would they pass these things by so indifferently if the loss was to be sustained by themselves?
No, they would know exactly what to do and how to do it; but it makes all the difference, now
that it belongs to the institution. This is the fruit of selfishness and is registered against them
under the heading of unfaithfulness. CH 420.1

With many young ladies the boys are the theme of conversations; with the young men, it is the
girls. “Out of the abundance of the heart the mouth speaketh.” Matthew 12:34. They talk of those
subjects upon which their minds mostly run. The recording angel is writing the words of these
professed Christian boys and girls. How will they be confused and ashamed when they meet
them again in the day of God! Many children are pious hypocrites. The youth who have not
made a profession of religion stumble over these hypocritical ones, and are hardened against any
effort that may be made by those interested in their salvation. CH 614.1

Mothers who have youthful minds to train, and the characters of children to form, should not
seek the excitement of the world in order to be cheerful and happy. They have an important life
work, and they and theirs cannot afford to spend time in an unprofitable manner. Time is one of
the important talents which God has intrusted to us, and for which He will call us to account. A
waste of time is a waste of intellect. The powers of the mind are susceptible of high cultivation.
It is the duty of mothers to cultivate their minds, and keep their hearts pure. They should improve
every means within their reach for their intellectual and moral improvement, that they may be
qualified to improve the minds of their children. Those who indulge their disposition to be in
company, will soon feel restless unless visiting or entertaining visitors. Such have not the power
of adaptation to circumstances. The necessary, sacred home duties seem commonplace and
uninteresting to them. They have no love for self-examination or self-discipline. The mind
hungers for the varying, exciting scenes of worldly life; children are neglected for the indulgence
of inclination; and the recording angel writes, “Unprofitable servants.” God designs that our
minds should not be purposeless, but should accomplish good in this life. FE 31.2
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Every man's work passes in review before God and is registered for faithfulness or
unfaithfulness. Opposite each name in the books of heaven is entered with terrible exactness
every wrong word, every selfish act, every unfulfilled duty, and every secret sin, with every
artful dissembling. Heaven-sent warnings or reproofs neglected, wasted moments, unimproved
opportunities, the influence exerted for good or for evil, with its far-reaching results, all are
chronicled by the recording angel. GC 482.1

As the features of the countenance are reproduced with unerring accuracy on the polished plate
of the artist, so the character is faithfully delineated in the books above. Yet how little solicitude
is felt concerning that record which is to meet the gaze of heavenly beings. Could the veil which
separates the visible from the invisible world be swept back, and the children of men behold an
angel recording every word and deed, which they must meet again in the judgment, how many
words that are daily uttered would remain unspoken, how many deeds would remain undone. GC
487.1

Are we striving with all our God-given powers to reach the measure of the stature of men and
women in Christ? Are we seeking for His fullness, ever reaching higher and higher, trying to
attain to the perfection of His character? When God's servants reach this point, they will be
sealed in their foreheads. The recording angel will declare, “It is done.” They will be complete in
Him whose they are by creation and by redemption.—Selected Messages 3:427 (1899). LDE
222.1

What pages of history were being made by the recording angel! The leaven had indeed done its
sharp work, and nearly leavened the lump. I had a message of reproof and warning for my
brethren, I knew. My soul was pressed with anguish. To say these things to my brethren causes
me far greater anguish than they caused those to whom they were addressed. Through the grace
of Christ I experienced a divine compelling power to stand before my ministering brethren, in the
name of the Lord, hoping and praying that the Lord would open the blind eyes. I was
strengthened to say the words which my secretary took in shorthand.—Manuscript 24, 1888.
3SM 175.4

For all this the Judge of the whole earth will call them to account at His bar. The case of every
soul that has been imprisoned, every human being that has been tortured, has been noted. The
recording angel has sustained the martyrs who would not worship idols, or allow their minds and
consciences to become the instruments of men who were instigated by Satan to perform wicked
deeds. These things are done under the rule of the man of sin, who has placed himself as God,
sitting in the temple of God, and taking upon himself the prerogatives of God, that he may carry
out his own schemes. 7BC 913.7

With many young ladies, the boys is the theme of conversation, and with the young men, it is the
girls. Out of the abundance of the heart the mouth speaketh. They talk of those subjects upon
which their minds mostly run. The recording angel is writing the words of these professed
Christian boys and girls. How will they be confused and ashamed when they meet them again in
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the day of God. There are too many children who are a sort of pious hypocrites. The youth who
have not made a profession of religion stumble over these hypocritical ones, and are hardened
against any effort that may be made by those interested in their salvation. Oh! that we could
arouse fathers and mothers to have a sense of their duty. Oh! that they would feel deeply the
weight of responsibility resting upon them. Then they might forestall the enemy, and gain
precious victories for Jesus. Parents are not clear in this matter. They should investigate their
lives closely, analyze their thoughts and motives, and see if they have been circumspect in their
course of action. They should closely watch, to see if their example in conversation and
deportment has been such as they would wish their children to imitate. Have purity and virtue
shine out in your words and acts before your children. SA 154.2

Could the vail which separates the visible from the invisible world be swept back, and the
children of men behold an angel recording every word and deed to meet them again in the
Judgment, how many words that are daily uttered would remain unspoken; how many deeds
would remain undone. When all the details of life appear in the books that never contain a false
entry, many will find too late that the record testifies against them. There their hidden selfishness
stands revealed. There is the record of unfulfilled duties to their fellow-men, of forgetfulness of
the Saviour's claims. There they will see how often were given to Satan the time, thought, and
strength that belonged to Christ. Sad is the record which angels bear to Heaven. Intelligent
beings, professed followers of Christ, are absorbed in the acquirement of worldly possessions or
the enjoyment of earthly pleasures. Money, time, and strength are sacrificed for display and self-
indulgence; but few are the moments devoted to prayer, to the searching of the Scriptures, to
humiliation of soul and confession of sin. 4SP 312.1

I saw that the time has come when those who choose the Lord for their present and future
portion, must trust in him alone. Every one professing godliness must have an experience of their
own. The recording angel is making a faithful record of the words and acts of God's people.
Angels are watching the development of character, and weighing moral worth. 4bSG 60.1

What shall I say to arouse the remnant people of God? I was shown that dreadful scenes are
before us, and Satan and his angels are bringing all their powers to bear upon God's people. He
knows if they sleep a little longer he is sure of them, for their destruction is certain. I warn all
who profess the name of Christ to closely examine themselves, and make full and thorough
confessions of all their wrongs, and let them go beforehand to judgment, that opposite their
names the recording angel may write, Pardon. If these precious, merciful moments are not
improved, you are left without excuse. If you will make no special effort to arouse, if you will
not manifest zeal in repenting, these golden moments will soon pass, and you will be weighed in
the balance and found wanting, and then your agonizing cries will be of no avail. “Because I
have called, and ye refused; I have stretched out my hand, and no man regarded; but ye have set
at naught all my counsel, and would none of my reproof: I also will laugh at your calamity, I will
mock when your fear cometh; when your fear cometh as desolation, and your destruction cometh
as a whirlwind; when distress and anguish cometh upon you. Then shall they call upon me, but I
will not answer; they shall seek me early, but they shall not find me: for that they hated
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knowledge, and did not choose the fear of the Lord; they would none of my counsel; they
despised all my reproof. Therefore shall they eat of the fruit of their own way, and be filled with
their own devices. For the turning away of the simple shall slay them, and the prosperity of fools
shall destroy them. But whoso hearkeneth unto me shall dwell safely, and shall be quiet from fear
of evil.” 4bSG 61.1

I was shown that infirmities and disease especially affect females. The happiness of the family
depends much upon the wife and mother. If she is nervous and weak, and is suffered to be
overtaxed with labor, the mind is depressed, for it sympathizes with the weariness of the body;
and then she too often meets with cold reserve from the husband. If every thing does not move
off just as pleasantly as he could wish, he blames the wife and mother. He does not always seem
to know how to sympathize with her, and is almost wholly unacquainted with her cares and
burdens. He realizes not that he is aiding the great enemy in his work of tearing down. He should
by faith in God lift up a standard against Satan, but he seems blinded to his own interest and
hers. He treats her with indifference. He knows not what he is doing. He is working directly
against his own happiness, and is destroying the happiness of his family. The wife becomes
desponding, discouraged; hope and cheerfulness are gone. She goes her daily rounds
mechanically, because she sees her work must be done. Her lack of cheerfulness and courage is
felt through the family circle. There are many miserable families like this all through the ranks of
Sabbath-keepers. And angels bear the shameful tidings to Heaven, and the recording angel makes
a record of it all. The husband should manifest great interest in his family. Especially should he
be very tender of the feelings of a feeble wife. He can shut the door against much disease. Kind,
cheerful, encouraging words, will prove more effective than the most healing medicines. This
will bring courage to the heart of the desponding and discouraged, and the happiness and
sunshine brought into your family by kind acts and encouraging words, will pay you ten-fold.
The husband should remember that much of the burden of training his children rests upon the
mother. She has much to do with moulding their minds. This should call into exercise the
tenderest feelings of the father, and with care should he lighten the burdens of the wife. He
should encourage her to lean upon his large affections, and direct her mind to Heaven, where
there is strength and peace, and a final rest for the weary. He should not come to his home with a
clouded brow, but should with his presence bring sunlight into the family, and should encourage
his wife to look up and believe in God. Unitedly can they claim the promises of God, and bring
his rich blessing into the family. Unkindness, complaining, and anger, shut Jesus from the
dwelling. I saw that angels of God will flee from a house where there are unpleasant words,
fretfulness, and strife. 4bSG 95.2

Parents, the recording angel writes every impatient, fretful word you utter to your children.
Every failure on your part to give your children proper instruction, and show them the exceeding
sinfulness of sin, and the final result of a sinful course, is marked against your name. Every
unguarded word spoken before your children carelessly, or in jest, not chaste and elevated, the
recording angel marks as a spot against your Christian character. All your acts are recorded,
whether they are good or bad. 4bSG 141.3
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I saw that these national fasts were an insult to Jehovah. He accepts of no such fasts. The
recording angel writes in regard to them: “Ye fast for strife and debate, and to smite with the fist
of wickedness.” I was shown how our leading men have treated the poor slaves who have come
to them for protection. Angels have recorded it. Instead of breaking their yoke and letting the
oppressed go free, these men have made the yoke more galling for them than when in the service
of their tyrannical masters. Love of liberty leads the poor slaves to leave their masters and risk
their lives to obtain liberty. They would never venture to leave their masters and expose
themselves to the difficulties and horrors attending their recapture if they had not as strong a love
for liberty as any of us. The escaped slaves have endured untold hardships and dangers to obtain
their freedom, and as their last hope, with the love of liberty burning in their breasts, they apply
to our Government for protection; but their confidence has been treated with the utmost
contempt. Many of them have been cruelly treated because they committed so great a crime as to
dare to make an effort to obtain their freedom. Great men, professing to have human hearts, have
seen the slaves almost naked and starving, and have abused them, and sent them back to their
cruel masters and hopeless bondage, to suffer inhuman cruelty for daring to seek their liberty.
Some of this wretched class they thrust into unwholesome dungeons, to live or die, they cared
not which. They have deprived them of the liberty and free air which heaven has never denied
them, and then left them to suffer for food and clothing. In view of all this, a national fast is
proclaimed! Oh, what an insult to Jehovah! The Lord saith by the mouth of Isaiah: “Yet they seek
Me daily, and delight to know My ways, as a nation that did righteousness, and forsook not the
ordinance of their God.” 1T 257.1

The time has come when those who choose the Lord for their present and future portion must
trust in Him alone. Everyone professing godliness must have an experience of his own. The
recording angel is making a faithful record of the words and acts of God's people. Angels are
watching the development of character and weighing moral worth. Those who profess to believe
the truth should be right themselves and exert all their influence to enlighten and win others to
the truth. Their words and works are the channel through which the pure principles of truth and
holiness are conveyed to the world. They are the salt of the earth and the light thereof. I saw that
in looking heavenward we shall see light and peace, but in looking to the world we shall see that
every refuge must soon fail us and every good soon pass away. There is no help for us but in
God; in this state of earth's confusion we can be composed, strong, or safe, only in the strength of
living faith; nor can we be at peace, only as we rest in God and wait for His salvation. Greater
light shines upon us than shone upon our fathers. We cannot be accepted or honored of God in
rendering the same service, or doing the same works, that our fathers did. In order to be accepted
and blessed of God as they were, we must imitate their faithfulness and zeal,—improve our light
as they improved theirs,—and do as they would have done had they lived in our day. We must
walk in the light which shines upon us, otherwise that light will become darkness. God requires
of us to exhibit to the world, in our character and works, that measure of the spirit of union and
oneness which is in accordance with the sacred truths we profess and with the spirit of those
prophecies that are fulfilling in these last days. The truth which has reached our understanding,
and the light which has shone on the soul, will judge and condemn us, if we turn away and refuse
to be led by them. 1T 262.1
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What shall I say to arouse the remnant people of God? I was shown that dreadful scenes are
before us; Satan and his angels are bringing all their powers to bear upon God's people. He
knows that if they sleep a little longer he is sure of them, for their destruction is certain. [ warn
all who profess the name of Christ to closely examine themselves and make full and thorough
confession of all their wrongs, that they may go beforehand to judgment, and that the recording
angel may write pardon opposite their names. My brother, my sister, if these precious moments
of mercy are not improved, you will be left without excuse. If you make no special effort to
arouse, if you will not manifest zeal in repenting, these golden moments will soon pass, and you
will be weighed in the balance and found wanting. Then your agonizing cries will be of no avail.
Then will apply the words of the Lord: “Because I have called, and ye refused; I have stretched
out My hand, and no man regarded; but ye have set at nought all My counsel, and would none of
My reproof: I also will laugh at your calamity; I will mock when your fear cometh; when your
fear cometh as desolation, and your destruction cometh as a whirlwind; when distress and
anguish cometh upon you. Then shall they call upon Me, but I will not answer; they shall seek
Me early, but they shall not find Me: for that they hated knowledge, and did not choose the fear
of the Lord: they would none of My counsel: they despised all My reproof. Therefore shall they
eat of the fruit of their own way, and be filled with their own devices. For the turning away of the
simple shall slay them, and the prosperity of fools shall destroy them. But whoso hearkeneth
unto Me shall dwell safely, and shall be quiet from fear of evil.” 1T 263.1

There are many such miserable families all through the ranks of Sabbathkeepers. Angels bear the
shameful tidings to heaven, and the recording angel makes a record of it all. 1T 306.1

An indwelling Saviour will strengthen us every hour. Ministering angels will linger in our
dwellings and with joy carry heavenward the tidings of our advance in the divine life, and the
recording angel will make a cheerful, happy record. 1T 310.1

Parents, the recording angel writes every impatient, fretful word you utter to your children.
Every failure on your part to give them proper instruction, and show them the exceeding
sinfulness of sin, and the final result of a sinful course, is marked against your name. Every
unguarded word spoken before them, carelessly or in jest, every word that is not chaste and
elevated, the recording angel marks as a spot against your Christian character. All your acts are
recorded, whether they are good or bad. 1T 399.1

I saw that before the work of God can make any decided progress, the ministers must be
converted. When converted they will place less estimate upon wages and far more value upon the
important, sacred, solemn work which they have accepted at the hand of God to perform, and
which He requires them to do faithfully and well, as those who must render to Him a strict
account. A faithful record of all their works is daily made by the recording angels. All their acts,
and even the intents and purposes of the heart, stand faithfully revealed. Nothing is hid from the
all-seeing eye of Him with whom we have to do. Those who have thrown all their energies into
the cause of God, and who have ventured out and invested something, will feel that the work of
God is a part of them, and will not labor merely for wages. They will not be eyeservants and seek
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to please themselves, but will consecrate themselves and all their interests to this solemn work.
1T 468.1

There must be a thorough reformation in your life, a transformation by the renewing of your
mind. God requires His people to help you because you need help, and you should be humble
enough to be helped by them. When tempted to give loose rein to the unruly member, oh! bear in
mind that the recording angel is noting every word. All are written in the book, and, unless
washed away by the blood of Christ, you must meet them again. You now have a spotted record
in heaven. Sincere repentance before God will be accepted. When about to speak passionately,
close your mouth. Don't utter a word. Pray before you speak, and heavenly angels will come to
your assistance and drive back the evil angels, who would lead you to dishonor God, reproach
His cause, and weaken your own soul. 2T 82.1

When the meat-eating question was presented before me five years ago, showing how little the
people knew what they were eating for food in the shape of flesh meats, this transaction of yours
was shown. The effect of eating the meat of these unhealthy animals is diseased blood, sickness,
and fevers. Many instances of the kind were shown me as being acted over daily by worldlings.
You, my dear brother, have not seen this wrong on your part as the Lord sees it. You have never
felt that it was a great sin on your part. Many things of like character have taken place in your
life, which you will find that the recording angel has faithfully chronicled, and which you will
meet again, unless by repentance and confession you make these wrongs right. 2T 153.2

A new year of your life now commences. A new page is turned in the book of the recording
angel. What will be the record upon its pages? Shall it be blotted with neglect of God, with
unfulfilled duties? God forbid. Let a record be stamped there which you will not be ashamed to
have revealed to the gaze of men and angels. 2T 268.1

When means were expended by you which would only encourage vanity, you did not consider
that the recording angel was making a record which you would blush to meet again. Said the
angel, pointing to you: “You glorified yourself, but did not magnify God.” You even gloried in
the fact that it was in your power to purchase these things. 2T 279.2

I have seen mothers of large families, who could not see the work that lay right in their pathway,
just before them in their own families. They wanted to be missionaries and do some great work.
They were looking out for themselves some high position, but neglecting to take care of the very
work at home which the Lord had left for them to do. How important that the brain be clear!
How important that the body be as free as possible from disease, in order that we may do the
work which Heaven has left for us to do, and perform it in such a manner that the Master can
say: “Well done, thou good and faithful servant: thou hast been faithful over a few things, I will
make thee ruler over many things: enter thou into the joy of thy Lord.” My sisters, do not despise
the few things which the Lord has left for you to do. Let each day's actions be such that in the
day of final settlement of accounts you will not be ashamed to meet the record made by the
recording angel. 2T 366.2
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Many have a form of godliness, their names are upon the church records; but they have a spotted
record in heaven. The recording angel has faithfully written their deeds. Every selfish act, every
wrong word, every unfulfilled duty, and every secret sin, with every artful dissembling, is
faithfully chronicled in the book of records kept by the recording angel. 2T 441.3

With many young ladies the boys are the theme of conversation; with the young men, it is the
girls. “Out of the abundance of the heart the mouth speaketh.” They talk of those subjects upon
which their minds mostly run. The recording angel is writing the words of these professed
Christian boys and girls. How will they be confused and ashamed when they meet them again in
the day of God! Many children are pious hypocrites. The youth who have not made a profession
of religion stumble over these hypocritical ones and are hardened against any effort that may be
made by those interested in their salvation. 2T 460.2

I was shown that the recording angel makes a faithful record of every offering dedicated to God
and put into the treasury, and also of the final result of the means thus bestowed. The eye of God
takes cognizance of every farthing devoted to His cause, and of the willingness or reluctance of
the giver. The motive in giving is also chronicled. Those self-sacrificing, consecrated ones who
render back to God the things that are His, as He requires of them, will be rewarded according to
their works. Even though the means thus consecrated be misapplied, so that it does not
accomplish the object which the donor had in view,—the glory of God and the salvation of souls,
—those who made the sacrifice in sincerity of soul, with an eye single to the glory of God, will
not lose their reward. 2T 518.2

Mothers who have youthful minds to train and the characters of children to form should not seek
the excitement of the world in order to be cheerful and happy. They have an important lifework,
and they and theirs cannot afford to spend time in an unprofitable manner. Time is one of the
important talents which God has entrusted to us and for which He will call us to account. A waste
of time is a waste of intellect. The powers of the mind are susceptible of high cultivation. It is the
duty of mothers to cultivate their minds and keep their hearts pure. They should improve every
means within their reach for their intellectual and moral improvement, that they may be qualified
to improve the minds of their children. Those who indulge their disposition to be in company
will soon feel restless unless visiting or entertaining visitors. Such have not the power of
adaptation to circumstances. The necessary, sacred home duties seem commonplace and
uninteresting to them. They have no love for self-examination or self-discipline. The mind
hungers for the varying, exciting scenes of worldly life; children are neglected for the indulgence
of inclination; and the recording angel writes: “Unprofitable servants.” God designs that our
minds should not be purposeless, but should accomplish good in this life. 3T 146.3

There are several in the church at ----- whose names I cannot call who have victories to gain over
their appetites and passions. Some talk too much; they stand in this position: “Report, ... and we
will report it.” Miserable indeed is such a position! If all these gossipers would ever bear in mind
that an angel is following them, recording their words, there would be less talking and much
more praying. 4T 40.1
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If married men go into the work, leaving their wives to care for the children at home, the wife
and mother is doing fully as great and important a work as the husband and father. Although one
is in the missionary field, the other is a home missionary, whose cares and anxieties and burdens
frequently far exceed those of the husband and father. Her work is a solemn and important one—
to mold the minds and fashion the characters of her children, to train them for usefulness here
and fit them for the future, immortal life. The husband in the open missionary field may receive
the honors of men, while the home toiler may receive no earthly credit for her labor. But if she
works for the best interest of her family, seeking to fashion their characters after the divine
Model, the recording angel writes her name as one of the greatest missionaries in the world. God
does not see things as man's finite vision views them. How careful should the husband and father
be to maintain his loyalty to his marriage vows. How circumspect should be his character, lest he
shall encourage thoughts in young girls, or even in married women, that are not in accordance
with the high, holy standard,—the commandments of God. Those commandments Christ shows
to be exceedingly broad, reaching even the thoughts, intents, and purposes of the heart. Here is
where many are delinquent. Their heart imaginings are not of the pure, holy character which God
requires; and however high their calling, however talented they may be, God will mark iniquity
against them and will count them as far more guilty and deserving of His wrath than those who
have less talent, less light, less influence. 5T 594.2

I wish to present before you [Laura] some few points. Why do you not regard facts as they are?
You two registered an oath that has been recorded upon the record books of heaven by the
recording angel, that you would love one another until death does you part. Why do you not
remember this? Do you so lightly put aside your vows? Should you yield to evil counsel your
honor, your oath, your duty? If evil thoughts have come in upon you, if you have had evil advice
suggesting your estrangement, is that a reason you should lightly cast aside your oath? Is an oath
nothing? Are your own whims everything? TSB 54.4

He is exposing his corruption to the view of the Majesty of Heaven. He who is high and lifted
up, and the train of whose glory fills the temple, sees and knows even the thoughts and the
intents and purposes of the heart of the transgressor who is debasing himself in the sight of the
pure, sinless angels, who are recording all the acts of the children of men. And not only is his sin
seen, but it is marked by the recording angel. TSB 101.1

The time has come when those who choose the Lord for their present and future portion must
trust in Him alone. Everyone professing godliness must have an experience of his own. The
recording angel is making a faithful record of the words and acts of God's people. Angels are
watching the development of character and weighing moral worth. Those who profess to believe
the truth should be right themselves and exert all their influence to enlighten and win others to
the truth. Their words and works are the channel through which the pure principles of truth and
holiness are conveyed to the world. They are the salt of the earth and the light thereof. 1TT 89.1

What shall I say to arouse the remnant people of God? I was shown that dreadful scenes are
before us; Satan and his angels are bringing all their powers to bear upon God's people. He
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knows that if they sleep a little longer he is sure of them, for their destruction is certain. I warn
all who profess the name of Christ to closely examine themselves and make full and thorough
confession of all their wrongs, that they may go beforehand to judgment, and that the recording
angel may write pardon opposite their names. My brother, my sister, if these precious moments
of mercy are not improved, you will be left without excuse. If you make no special effort to
arouse, if you will not manifest zeal in repenting, these golden moments will soon pass, and you
will be weighed in the balance and found wanting. Then your agonizing cries will be of no avail.
Then will apply the words of the Lord: “Because I have called, and ye refused; I have stretched
out My hand, and no man regarded; but ye have set at nought all My counsel, and would none of
My reproof: I also will laugh at your calamity; I will mock when your fear cometh; when your
fear cometh as desolation, and your destruction cometh as a whirlwind; when distress and
anguish cometh upon you. Then shall they call upon Me, but I will not answer; they shall seek
Me early, but they shall not find Me: for that they hated knowledge, and did not choose the fear
of the Lord: they would none of My counsel: they despised all My reproof. Therefore shall they
eat of the fruit of their own way, and be filled with their own devices. For the turning away of the
simple shall slay them, and the prosperity of fools shall destroy them. But whoso hearkeneth
unto Me shall dwell safely, and shall be quiet from fear of evil.” Proverbs 1:24-33. 1TT 90.1

He should by faith in God lift up a standard against Satan; but he seems blinded to his own
interest and hers. He treats her with indifference. He knows not what he is doing. He is working
directly against his own happiness and is destroying the happiness of his family. The wife
becomes desponding and discouraged. Hope and cheerfulness are gone. She goes her daily
rounds mechanically because she sees that her work must be done. Her lack of cheerfulness and
courage is felt throughout the family circle. There are many such miserable families all through
the ranks of Sabbathkeepers. Angels bear the shameful tidings to heaven, and the recording angel
makes a record of it all. 1TT 104.1

Parents, the recording angel writes every impatient, fretful word you utter to your children.
Every failure on your part to give them proper instruction, and show them the exceeding
sinfulness of sin, and the final result of a sinful course, is marked against your name. Every
unguarded word spoken before them, carelessly or in jest, every word that is not chaste and
elevated, the recording angel marks as a spot against your Christian character. All your acts are
recorded, whether they are good or bad. 1TT 149.2

I have seen mothers of large families, who could not see the work that lay right in their pathway,
just before them in their own families. They wanted to be missionaries and do some great work.
They were looking out for themselves some high position, but neglecting to take care of the very
work at home which the Lord had left for them to do. How important that the brain be clear!
How important that the body be as free as possible from disease, in order that we may do the
work which Heaven has left for us to do, and perform it in such a manner that the Master can
say: “Well done, thou good and faithful servant: thou hast been faithful over a few things, I will
make thee ruler over many things: enter thou into the joy of thy Lord.” Matthew 25:21. My
sisters, do not despise the few things which the Lord has left for you to do. Let each day's actions
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be such that in the day of final settlement of accounts you will not be ashamed to meet the record
made by the recording angel. 1TT 188.2

Priests and rulers have no right to interpose between Christ and the souls for whom He has died,
as though invested with the Saviour's attributes, and able to pardon sin. They are themselves
sinners, and are only human. One day they will see that their deceptive doctrines have led to
crime of every description and type. They are responsible for many terrible wrongs which men
have perpetrated upon their fellow-men. Martyrs have been tortured and put to death by men
instigated by Satan to perform wicked deeds. These things have been done under the rule of the
man of sin, who has placed himself as God, sitting in the temple of God and taking upon himself
the prerogatives of God, that he may carry out his own schemes. The Judge of the whole earth
will call those who have done these deeds to account. The case of every soul that has been
imprisoned, every human being that has been tortured, has been noted by the recording angel.
BEcho May 1, 1899, par. 5

“Let none who dedicate themselves to the work of God be discouraged at the outlook, but let
them strive to be faithful in the work committed to them. Live wholly for God; put your life,
your energies, your soul, into your work, not knowing which shall prosper, this, or that. Go forth
to your canvassing work, or other lines of labor, knowing that there is a witness, an angel, by
your side. If you are careless and inattentive, reckless of your words, reckless in spirit, your
character is thus portrayed by the recording angel. As the polished plate of the artist produces
your features, so will the books of records reflect your words, your works, your character. If you
cease to do evil, if you learn to do well, through the grace given for you, the golden harvest of
infinite blessedness is growing, and as a laborer together with God you are preparing to be a
reaper. Yield not to indolence, give not up to discouragement, be not weary in well doing, for you
will reap, if you faint not. GCDB February 6, 1893, Art. B, par. 13
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