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Power or Control Over Minds 
It is expressly stated that Satan works in the children of disobedience, not merely having 
access to their minds, but working through their influence, conscious and unconscious, to 
draw others into the same disobedience. If evil angels have such power over the children of 
men in their disobedience, how much greater power the good angels have over those who are 
striving to be obedient. When we put our trust in Jesus Christ, working obedience unto 
righteousness, angels of God work in our hearts unto righteousness.…  1SM 94.1 

I was directed to this scripture as especially applying to modern spiritualism: Colossians 2:8: 
“Beware lest any man spoil you through philosophy and vain deceit, after the tradition of men, 
after the rudiments of the world, and not after Christ.” Thousands, I was shown, have been 
spoiled through the philosophy of phrenology and animal magnetism, and have been driven into 
infidelity. If the mind commences to run in this channel, it is almost sure to lose its balance 
and be controlled by a demon. “Vain deceit” fills the minds of poor mortals. They think there is 
such power in themselves to accomplish great works that they realize no necessity of a higher 
power. Their principles and faith are “after the tradition of men, after the rudiments of the world, 
and not after Christ.” CCh 329.1 

The human family have all the help that Christ had in their conflicts with Satan. They need 
not be overcome. They may be more than conquerors through Him who has loved them and 
given His life for them. “Ye are bought with a price” (1 Corinthians 6:20). And what a price! The 
Son of God in His humanity wrestled with the very same fierce, apparently overwhelming 
temptations that assail men—temptations to indulgence of appetite, to presumptuous venturing 
where God has not led them, and to the worship of the god of this world, to sacrifice an eternity 
of bliss for the fascinating pleasures of this life. Everyone will be tempted, but the Word declares 
that we shall not be tempted above our ability to bear. We may resist and defeat the wily foe. 
1SM 95.3 
Every soul has a heaven to win, and a hell to shun. And the angelic agencies are all ready to 
come to the help of the tried and tempted soul. He, the Son of the infinite God, endured the 
test and trial in our behalf. The cross of Calvary stands vividly before every soul. When the cases 
of all are judged, and they [the lost] are delivered to suffer for their contempt for God and their 
disregard of His honor in their disobedience, not one will have an excuse, not one will need to 
have perished. It was left to their own choice who should be their prince, Christ or Satan. All the 
help Christ received, every man may receive in the great trial. The cross stands as a pledge 
that not one need be lost, that abundant help is provided for every soul. We can conquer the 
satanic agencies, or we can join ourselves with the powers that seek to counterwork the 
work of God in our world.…  1SM 96.1 
We have an Advocate pleading in our behalf. The Holy Ghost is continually engaged in 
beholding our course of action. We need now keen perception, that by our own practical 
godliness the truth may be made to appear truth as it is in Jesus. The angelic agencies are 
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messengers from heaven, actually ascending and descending, keeping earth in constant 
connection with the heaven above. These angel messengers are observing all our course of 
action. They are ready to help all in their weakness, guarding all from moral and physical 
danger according to the providence of God. And whenever souls yield to the softening, 
subduing influence of the Spirit of God under these angel ministrations, there is joy in 
heaven; the Lord Himself rejoices with singing. 1SM 96.2 

Angels of God will work with, and through, and by those who will cooperate with the 
heavenly agencies for the saving of a soul from death, and the hiding of a multitude of sins, 
that will lead them to consider themselves, lest they also be tempted. 1SM 97.3 

We are coming right upon the time when Satan is to work with all manner of bewitching 
influences, and those who are charmed with them now, or give them the least countenance now, 
will be all ready to be swept right in to act a part with the devil then. Evil angels are working all 
the time upon the hearts of men. Satan is working with everyone who is not under the control 
of the Spirit of God. It is the lying wonders of the devil that will take the world captive, and he 
will cause fire to come down from heaven in the sight of men. He is to work miracles; and this 
wonderful, miracle-working power is to sweep in the whole world. It is now just beginning. 2SM 
51.2 

There are multitudes today as truly under the power of evil spirits as was the demoniac of 
Capernaum. All who willfully depart from God's commandments are placing themselves 
under the control of Satan. Many a man tampers with evil, thinking that he can break away at 
pleasure; but he is lured on and on, until he finds himself controlled by a will stronger than his 
own. He cannot escape its mysterious power. Secret sin or master passion may hold him a 
captive as helpless as was the demoniac of Capernaum. MH 92.3 

It is fondly supposed that heathen superstitions have disappeared before the civilization of the 
twentieth century. But the word of God and the stern testimony of facts declare that sorcery is 
practiced in this age as verily as in the days of the old-time magicians. The ancient system of 
magic is, in reality, the same as what is now known as modern spiritualism. Satan is finding 
access to thousands of minds by presenting himself under the guise of departed friends. The 
Scriptures declare that “the dead know not anything.” Ecclesiastes 9:5. Their thoughts, their love, 
their hatred, have perished. The dead do not hold communion with the living. But true to his 
early cunning, Satan employs this device in order to gain control of minds. AA 289.2 

In referring to these races as a figure of the Christian warfare, Paul emphasized the preparation 
necessary to the success of the contestants in the race—the preliminary discipline, the 
abstemious diet, the necessity for temperance. “Every man that striveth for the mastery,” he 
declared, “is temperate in all things.” The runners put aside every indulgence that would tend to 
weaken the physical powers, and by severe and continuous discipline trained their muscles to 
strength and endurance, that when the day of the contest should arrive, they might put the 
heaviest tax upon their powers. How much more important that the Christian, whose eternal 
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interests are at stake, bring appetite and passion under subjection to reason and the will of God! 
Never must he allow his attention to be diverted by amusements, luxuries, or ease. All his habits 
and passions must be brought under the strictest discipline. Reason, enlightened by the 
teachings of God's word and guided by His Spirit, must hold the reins of control. AA 311.1 

Paul knew that his warfare against evil would not end so long as life should last. Ever he realized 
the need of putting a strict guard upon himself, that earthly desires might not overcome spiritual 
zeal. With all his power he continued to strive against natural inclinations. Ever he kept before 
him the ideal to be attained, and this ideal he strove to reach by willing obedience to the law of 
God. His words, his practices, his passions—all were brought under the control of the Spirit 
of God. AA 314.3 

The blessing of God in the home where this union shall exist is as the sunshine of heaven, 
because it is the Lord's ordained will that man and wife should be linked together in holy bonds 
of union, under Jesus Christ, with Him to control, and His spirit to guide.... AH 102.1 

When Satan's bewitching power controls a person, God is forgotten, and man who is filled 
with corrupt purposes is extolled. Secret licentiousness is practiced by these deceived souls as 
a virtue. This is a species of witchcraft.... There is always a bewitching power in heresies and in 
licentiousness. The mind is so deluded that it cannot reason intelligently, and an illusion is 
continually leading it from purity. The spiritual eyesight becomes blurred, and persons of hitherto 
untainted morals become confused under the delusive sophistry of those agents of Satan who 
profess to be messengers of light. It is this delusion which gives these agents power. Should they 
come out boldly and make their advances openly, they would be repulsed without a moment's 
hesitation; but they work first to gain sympathy and secure confidence in themselves as holy, 
self-sacrificing men of God. As his special messengers they then begin their artful work of 
drawing away souls from the path of rectitude by attempting to make void the law of God. 
Testimonies for the Church 5:142, 143. AH 330.1 

My brother, my sister, for some time you have not been living together. You should not have 
pursued this course and would not have done so if both of you had been cultivating the patience, 
kindness, and forbearance that should ever exist between husband and wife. Neither of you 
should set up your own will and try to carry out your individual ideas and plans whatever the 
consequences may be. Neither of you should be determined to do as you please. Let the 
softening, subduing influence of the Spirit of God work upon your hearts and fit you for the work 
of training your children.... Appeal to your heavenly Father to keep you from yielding to the 
temptation to speak in an impatient, harsh, willful manner to each other, the husband to the wife, 
and the wife to the husband. Both of you have imperfect characters. Because you have not been 
under God's control, your conduct toward each other has been unwise. AH 342.3 

The will of the parents must be under the discipline of Christ. Molded and controlled by God's 
pure Holy Spirit, they may establish unquestioned dominion over the children. But if the 
parents are severe and exacting in their discipline, they do a work which they themselves can 
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never undo. By their arbitrary course of action, they stir up a sense of injustice. Manuscript 7, 
1899. CG 281.3 

Grace can thrive only in the heart that is being constantly prepared for the precious seeds of 
truth. The thorns of sin will grow in any soil; they need no cultivation; but grace must be 
carefully cultivated. The briers and thorns are always ready to spring up, and the work of 
purification must advance continually. If the heart is not kept under the control of God, if the 
Holy Spirit does not work unceasingly to refine and ennoble the character, the old habits 
will reveal themselves in the life. Men may profess to believe the gospel; but unless they are 
sanctified by the gospel their profession is of no avail. If they do not gain the victory over sin, 
then sin is gaining the victory over them. The thorns that have been cut off but not 
uprooted grow apace, until the soul is overspread with them. COL 50.4 

Through disobedience to God, Adam and Eve had lost Eden, and because of sin the whole earth 
was cursed. But if God's people followed His instruction, their land would be restored to fertility 
and beauty. God Himself gave them directions in regard to the culture of the soil, and they were 
to co-operate with Him in its restoration. Thus the whole land, under God's control, would 
become an object lesson of spiritual truth. As in obedience to His natural laws the earth should 
produce its treasures, so in obedience to His moral law the hearts of the people were to reflect the 
attributes of His character. Even the heathen would recognize the superiority of those who served 
and worshiped the living God. COL 289.2 

If placed under the control of His Spirit, the more thoroughly the intellect is cultivated, the 
more effectively it can be used in the service of God. The uneducated man who is consecrated 
to God and who longs to bless others can be, and is, used by the Lord in His service. But those 
who, with the same spirit of consecration, have had the benefit of a thorough education, can do a 
much more extensive work for Christ. They stand on vantage ground. COL 333.3 

All should have an intelligent knowledge of the human frame that they may keep their bodies in 
the condition necessary to do the work of the Lord. The physical life is to be carefully preserved 
and developed that through humanity the divine nature may be revealed in its fullness. The 
relation of the physical organism to the spiritual life is one of the most important branches of 
education. It should receive careful attention in the home and in the school. All need to become 
acquainted with their physical structure and the laws that control natural life. He who remains in 
willing ignorance of the laws of his physical being and who violates them through ignorance is 
sinning against God. All should place themselves in the best possible relation to life and health. 
Our habits should be brought under the control of a mind that is itself under the control of 
God. COL 348.1 

I was shown that our College was designed of God to accomplish the great work of saving souls. 
It is only when brought under full control of the Spirit of God that the talents of an 
individual are rendered useful to the fullest extent. The precepts and principles of religion are 
the first steps in the acquisition of knowledge, and lie at the very foundation of true education. 

Daniel Mesa Facebook   |   YouTube RevelationWithDaniel.com 

http://RevelationWithDaniel.com
http://Facebook.com/RevelationWithDaniel
https://www.youtube.com/revelationwithdaniel


 of 5 15

Knowledge and science must be vitalized by the Spirit of God in order to serve the noblest 
purposes. The Christian alone can make the right use of knowledge. Science, in order to be fully 
appreciated, must be viewed from a religious standpoint. The heart which is ennobled by the 
grace of God can best comprehend the real value of education. The attributes of God, as seen in 
his created works, can be appreciated only as we have a knowledge of the Creator. In order to 
lead the youth to the fountain of truth, to the Lamb of God who taketh away the sins of the 
world, the teachers must not only be acquainted with the theory of the truth, but must have an 
experimental knowledge of the way of holiness. Knowledge is a power when united with true 
piety. CE 32.1 

You need to drink daily at the fountain of truth, that you may understand the secret of pleasure 
and joy in the Lord. But you must remember that your will is the spring of all your actions. 
This will, that forms so important a factor in the character of man, was at the Fall given 
into the control of Satan; and he has ever since been working in man to will and to do of his 
own pleasure, but to the utter ruin and misery of man. But the infinite sacrifice of God in giving 
Jesus, His beloved Son, to become a sacrifice for sin, enables Him to say, without violating one 
principle of His government: “Yield yourself up to Me; give Me that will; take it from the 
control of Satan, and I will take possession of it; then I can work in you to will and to do of 
My good pleasure.” When He gives you the mind of Christ, your will becomes as His will, 
and your character is transformed to be like Christ's character. Is it your purpose to do 
God's will? Do you wish to obey the Scriptures? “If any man will come after Me, let him deny 
himself, and take up his cross, and follow Me.” 5T 515.1 

Men who turn away from the knowledge of God, have placed their minds under the control 
of their master, Satan, and he trains them to be his servants. The less the productions 
expressing infidel views are brought before the youth, the better. Evil angels are ever on the alert 
that they may exalt before the minds of the youth that which will do them injury; and as books 
expressing infidel and pagan sentiments are read, these unseen agents of evil seek to impress 
those who study them with the spirit of questioning and unbelief. Those who drink from these 
polluted channels do not thirst for the waters of life; for they are satisfied with the broken 
cisterns of the world. They think they have the treasures of knowledge, when they are hoarding 
that which is but wood and hay and stubble, not worth gaining, not worth keeping. Their self-
esteem, their idea that a superficial knowledge of things constitutes education, make them 
boastful and self-satisfied, when they are, as were the Pharisees, ignorant of the Scriptures and 
the power of God. CE 100.1 

Let no one suppose that conversion is the beginning and end of the Christian life. There is a 
science of Christianity that must be mastered. There is to be growth in grace, that is constant 
progress and improvement. The mind is to be disciplined, trained, educated; for the child of God 
is to do service for God in ways that are not natural, or in harmony with inborn inclination. 
Those who become the followers of Christ find that new motives of action are supplied, new 
thoughts arise, and new actions must result. But they can make advancement only through 
conflict; for there is an enemy that ever contends against them, presenting temptations to cause 
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the soul to doubt and sin. Besides this ever vigilant foe, there are hereditary and cultivated 
tendencies to evil that must be overcome. The training and education of a lifetime must often 
be discarded that the Christian may become a learner in the school of Christ, and in him 
who would be a partaker of the divine nature, appetite and passion must be brought under 
the control of the Holy Spirit. There is to be no end to this warfare this side of eternity, but 
while there are constant battles to fight, there are also precious victories to gain, and the 
triumph over self and sin is of more value than the mind can estimate. The effort put forth to 
overcome, though requiring self-denial, is of little account beside the victory over evil. CE 122.1 

The Lord has made manifest his appreciation of man, in that he gave his only begotten Son to 
redeem him. Satan has also manifested his appreciation of well trained and sanctified ability, by 
the ingenious methods by which he seeks to divert the mind and heart of such an one from the 
service of God, that he may lead him to join in the ranks of apostasy. Like an angel of light, he 
comes with his insinuations to draw men into his service; for he knows that an educated 
man or woman, when not under the control of the Spirit of God, can be of great advantage 
to him. He will pursue the student with specious temptations, seeking to induce him to take pride 
in his attainments, and to imagine that he is some great one, that he may trust in himself, and 
walk in the sparks of his own kindling. Thus he is led to separate his soul from God, the source 
of all light and knowledge, and, in order that he may exalt himself, unite with Satan, the 
originator of all sin. CE 139.2 

Inquire, teachers, you who are doing your work not only for time but eternity, Does the love of 
Christ constrain my heart and my soul, in dealing with the precious souls for whom Jesus has 
given his own life? Under his constraining discipline, do old traits of character, not in conformity 
to the will of God, pass away and the opposite take their place? “A new heart also will I give 
you.” [Ezekiel 36:26.] Have all things become new through your conversion to the Lord Jesus 
Christ? In words and by pains-taking effort are you sowing such seed in these young hearts that 
you can ask the Lord to water it, that it shall, with his imputed righteousness, ripen into a rich 
harvest? Ask yourselves, Am I by my own unsanctified words and impatience and want of that 
wisdom that is from above, confirming these youth in their own perverse spirit, because they see 
that their teacher has a spirit unlike Christ? If they should die in their sins, shall I not be 
accountable for their souls? The soul who loves Jesus, who appreciates the saving power of his 
grace, will feel such a drawing near to Christ that he will desire to work in his lines. He cannot, 
dare not, let Satan control his spirit and a poisonous miasma surround his soul. Everything 
will be placed one side that will corrupt his influence, because it opposes the will of God and 
endangers the souls of the precious sheep and lambs; and he is required to watch for souls as they 
must give an account. Wherever God has, in providence, placed us, he will keep us; as our day 
our strength shall be. CE 148.2 

The professed followers of Christ are on trial before the heavenly universe; but the coldness of 
their zeal and the feebleness of their efforts in God's service, mark them as unfaithful. If what 
they are doing were the best they could do, condemnation would not rest upon them; but were 
their hearts enlisted in the work, they could do much more. They know, and the world knows, 
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that they have to a great degree lost the spirit of self-denial and cross-bearing. Many there are 
against whose names will be found written in the books of heaven, Not producers, but 
consumers. By many who bear Christ's name, His glory is obscured, His beauty veiled, His 
honor withheld. There are many whose names are on the church books, but who are not 
under Christ's rule. They are not heeding His instruction or doing His work. Therefore 
they are under the control of the enemy. They are doing no positive good, therefore they are 
doing incalculable harm. Because their influence is not a savor of life unto life, it is a savor of 
death unto death.—Christ's Object Lessons, 303, 304. ChS 43.5 

Let the gospel message ring through our churches, summoning them to universal action. Let the 
members of the church have increased faith, gaining zeal from their unseen, heavenly allies, 
from a knowledge of their exhaustless resources, from the greatness of the enterprise in which 
they are engaged, and from the power of their Leader. Those who place themselves under 
God's control, to be led and guided by Him, will catch the steady tread of the events 
ordained by Him to take place. Inspired with the Spirit of Him who gave His life for the life 
of the world, they will no longer stand still in impotency, pointing to what they cannot do. 
Putting on the armor of heaven, they will go forth to the warfare willing to do and dare for 
God, knowing that His omnipotence will supply their need.—Testimonies for the Church 
7:14. ChS 77.1 

Hearts cannot fail to be touched by the story of the atonement. As you learn the meekness and 
lowliness of Christ, you will know what you should say to the people; for the Holy Spirit will 
tell you what words to speak. Those who realize the necessity of keeping the heart under 
the control of the Holy Spirit will be enabled to sow seed that will spring up unto eternal 
life. This is the work of the evangelistic canvasser.—Testimonies for the Church 6:321-325. CEv 
20.2 

The blessing of God in the home where this union shall exist is as the sunshine of heaven, 
because it is the Lord's ordained will that man and wife should be linked together in holy bonds 
of union, under Jesus Christ, with Him to control, and His spirit to guide. CCh 130.5 

The mother should keep herself under perfect control, doing nothing that will arouse in the 
child a spirit of defiance. She is to give no loud-voiced commands. She will gain much by 
keeping the voice low and gentle. She is to deal with the child in a way that will draw him to 
Jesus. She is to realize that God is her Helper; love, her power. CCh 142.3 

The cross is the center of all religious institutions. These institutions are to be under the 
control of the Spirit of God; in no institution is any one man to be the sole head. The divine 
mind has men for every place. CH 524.4 
Through the power of the Holy Spirit every work of God's appointment is to be elevated and 
ennobled and made to witness for the Lord. Man must place himself under the control of the 
eternal mind, whose dictates he is to obey in every particular. CH 524.5 
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The apostles, as personated by these lying spirits, are made to contradict what they wrote at the 
dictation of the Holy Spirit when on earth. They deny the divine origin of the Bible, and thus tear 
away the foundation of the Christian's hope and put out the light that reveals the way to heaven. 
Satan is making the world believe that the Bible is a mere fiction, or at least a book suited 
to the infancy of the race, but now to be lightly regarded, or cast aside as obsolete. And to 
take the place of the word of God he holds out spiritual manifestations. Here is a channel 
wholly under his control; by this means he can make the world believe what he will. The 
Book that is to judge him and his followers he puts in the shade, just where he wants it; the 
Saviour of the world he makes to be no more than a common man.... DD 21.2 

[At the base of the mount of transfiguration] Again the Prince of life and the prince of the powers 
of darkness had met on the field of battle,—Christ in fulfillment of His mission to “preach 
deliverance to the captives, ... to set at liberty them that are bruised” (Luke 4:18), Satan 
seeking to hold his victim under his control. Angels of light and the hosts of evil angels, 
unseen, were pressing near to behold the conflict. For a moment, Jesus permitted the evil spirit 
to display his power, that the beholders might comprehend the deliverance about to be wrought. 
DA 428.4 
…Souls whom Satan has enslaved are waiting for the word of faith and prayer to set them 
free. DA 429.3 

Every soul that refuses to give himself to God is under the control of another power. He is 
not his own. He may talk of freedom, but he is in the most abject slavery. He is not allowed 
to see the beauty of truth, for his mind is under the control of Satan. While he flatters 
himself that he is following the dictates of his own judgment, he obeys the will of the prince 
of darkness. Christ came to break the shackles of sin-slavery from the soul. “If the Son therefore 
shall make you free, ye shall be free indeed.” “The law of the Spirit of life in Christ Jesus” sets 
us “free from the law of sin and death.” Romans 8:2. DA 466.3 
In the work of redemption there is no compulsion. No external force is employed. Under 
the influence of the Spirit of God, man is left free to choose whom he will serve. In the 
change that takes place when the soul surrenders to Christ, there is the highest sense of freedom. 
The expulsion of sin is the act of the soul itself. True, we have no power to free ourselves 
from Satan's control; but when we desire to be set free from sin, and in our great need cry 
out for a power out of and above ourselves, the powers of the soul are imbued with the 
divine energy of the Holy Spirit, and they obey the dictates of the will in fulfilling the will of 
God. DA 466.4 

The Master's message must be declared in the Master's spirit. Our only safety is in keeping 
our thoughts and impulses under the control of the great Teacher. Angels of God will give to 
every true worker a rich experience in doing this. The grace of humility will mould our words 
into expressions of Christlike tenderness.—Testimonies for the Church 7:265, 266. GW 497.4 

We cannot know how much we owe to Christ for the peace and protection which we enjoy. It is 
the restraining power of God that prevents mankind from passing fully under the control 
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of Satan. The disobedient and unthankful have great reason for gratitude for God's mercy and 
long-suffering in holding in check the cruel, malignant power of the evil one. But when men pass 
the limits of divine forbearance, that restraint is removed. God does not stand toward the sinner 
as an executioner of the sentence against transgression; but He leaves the rejectors of His mercy 
to themselves, to reap that which they have sown. Every ray of light rejected, every warning 
despised or unheeded, every passion indulged, every transgression of the law of God, is a seed 
sown which yields its unfailing harvest. The Spirit of God, persistently resisted, is at last 
withdrawn from the sinner, and then there is left no power to control the evil passions of 
the soul, and no protection from the malice and enmity of Satan. The destruction of 
Jerusalem is a fearful and solemn warning to all who are trifling with the offers of divine grace 
and resisting the pleadings of divine mercy. Never was there given a more decisive testimony to 
God's hatred of sin and to the certain punishment that will fall upon the guilty. GC 36.1 

Little by little, at first in stealth and silence, and then more openly as it increased in 
strength and gained control of the minds of men, “the mystery of iniquity” carried forward 
its deceptive and blasphemous work. Almost imperceptibly the customs of heathenism found 
their way into the Christian church. The spirit of compromise and conformity was restrained for 
a time by the fierce persecutions which the church endured under paganism. But as persecution 
ceased, and Christianity entered the courts and palaces of kings, she laid aside the humble 
simplicity of Christ and His apostles for the pomp and pride of pagan priests and rulers; and in 
place of the requirements of God, she substituted human theories and traditions. The nominal 
conversion of Constantine, in the early part of the fourth century, caused great rejoicing; and the 
world, cloaked with a form of righteousness, walked into the church. Now the work of corruption 
rapidly progressed. Paganism, while appearing to be vanquished, became the conqueror. Her 
spirit controlled the church. Her doctrines, ceremonies, and superstitions were incorporated 
into the faith and worship of the professed followers of Christ. GC 49.2 

The power and malice of Satan and his host might justly alarm us were it not that we may 
find shelter and deliverance in the superior power of our Redeemer. We carefully secure our 
houses with bolts and locks to protect our property and our lives from evil men; but we seldom 
think of the evil angels who are constantly seeking access to us, and against whose attacks 
we have, in our own strength, no method of defense. If permitted, they can distract our 
minds, disorder and torment our bodies, destroy our possessions and our lives. Their only 
delight is in misery and destruction. Fearful is the condition of those who resist the divine 
claims and yield to Satan's temptations, until God gives them up to the control of evil 
spirits. But those who follow Christ are ever safe under His watchcare. Angels that excel in 
strength are sent from heaven to protect them. The wicked one cannot break through the 
guard which God has stationed about His people. GC 517.2 

Conscientious obedience to the word of God will be treated as rebellion. Blinded by Satan, the 
parent will exercise harshness and severity toward the believing child; the master or mistress will 
oppress the commandment-keeping servant. Affection will be alienated; children will be 
disinherited and driven from home. The words of Paul will be literally fulfilled: “All that will 
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live godly in Christ Jesus shall suffer persecution.” 2 Timothy 3:12. As the defenders of truth 
refuse to honor the Sunday-sabbath, some of them will be thrust into prison, some will be exiled, 
some will be treated as slaves. To human wisdom all this now seems impossible; but as the 
restraining Spirit of God shall be withdrawn from men, and they shall be under the control 
of Satan, who hates the divine precepts, there will be strange developments. The heart can 
be very cruel when God's fear and love are removed. GC 608.1 

When the soul surrenders itself to Christ, a new power takes possession of the new heart. A 
change is wrought which man can never accomplish for himself. It is a supernatural work, 
bringing a supernatural element into human nature. The soul that is yielded to Christ becomes 
His own fortress, which He holds in a revolted world, and He intends that no authority shall be 
known in it but His own. A soul thus kept in possession by the heavenly agencies is 
impregnable to the assaults of Satan. But unless we do yield ourselves to the control of Christ, 
we shall be dominated by the wicked one. We must inevitably be under the control of the one 
or the other of the two great powers that are contending for the supremacy of the world. It 
is not necessary for us deliberately to choose the service of the kingdom of darkness in 
order to come under its dominion. We have only to neglect to ally ourselves with the 
kingdom of light. If we do not co-operate with the heavenly agencies, Satan will take 
possession of the heart, and will make it his abiding place. The only defense against evil is 
the indwelling of Christ in the heart through faith in His righteousness. Unless we become 
vitally connected with God, we can never resist the unhallowed effects of self-love, self-
indulgence, and temptation to sin. We may leave off many bad habits, for the time we may part 
company with Satan; but without a vital connection with God, through the surrender of 
ourselves to Him moment by moment, we shall be overcome. Without a personal acquaintance 
with Christ, and a continual communion, we are at the mercy of the enemy, and shall do his 
bidding in the end. DA 324.1 

Over the winds and the waves, and over men possessed of demons, Christ showed that He had 
absolute control. He who stilled the tempest and calmed the troubled sea spoke peace to minds 
distracted and overborne by Satan. MH 91.1 

In the Saviour's presence he was roused to long for freedom, but the demon resisted the power of 
Christ. When the man tried to appeal to Jesus for help, the evil spirit put words into his 
mouth, and he cried out in an agony of fear. The demoniac partially comprehended that he was 
in the presence of One who could set him free; but when he tried to come within reach of that 
mighty hand, another's will held him, another's words found utterance through him. MH 
91.5 

There is no line of work in which it is possible for the youth to receive greater benefit. All who 
engage in ministry are God's helping hand. They are co-workers with the angels; rather, they 
are the human agencies through whom the angels accomplish their mission. Angels speak 
through their voices, and work by their hands. And the human workers, co-operating with 
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heavenly agencies, have the benefit of their education and experience. As a means of 
education, what “university course” can equal this? Ed 271.1 

Satan cannot read our thoughts, but he can see our actions, hear our words; and from his long 
knowledge of the human family, he can shape his temptations to take advantage of our 
weak points of character. And how often do we let him into the secret of how he may obtain the 
victory over us. Oh, that we might control our words and actions! How strong we would 
become if our words were of such an order that we would not be ashamed to meet the record of 
them in the day of judgment. How different will they appear in the day of God from what they 
seem when we utter them.—The Review and Herald, February 27, 1913. MYP 328.1 

Mothers, give your children enough to do.... Indolence will not be favorable to physical, mental, 
or moral health. It throws open the door and invites Satan in, which opportunity he 
improves, and draws the young into his snares. By indolence not only the moral strength is 
weakened, and the impulse of passion increased, but Satan's angels take possession of the 
whole citadel of the mind and compel conscience to surrender to vile passion. We should 
teach our children habits of patient industry. An Appeal to Mothers, 18, 19. CG 462.2 

If permitted, the evil angels will work the minds of men until they have no mind or will of their 
own. They are led as the angels cast out from heaven were led. Under Satan's influence these 
angels uttered sentiments directly opposite to loyalty to God. Thus the family of God in heaven 
became corrupted.—Manuscript 64, 1904. 3MR 306.2 

Who is it that is ruling the world today, and who is it that have chosen to stand under the banner 
of the prince of darkness? Why, it is nearly the whole world at large. All the world that have not 
accepted Jesus Christ have chosen for their leader the prince of darkness; and just as soon as 
they stand under his banner, they have connection with evil angels. Either the evil angels or 
the angels of God are controlling the minds of men. Our minds are given to the control of 
God, or to the control of the powers of darkness; and it will be well for us to inquire where we 
are standing today—whether under the blood-stained banner of Prince Emmanuel, or under the 
black banner of the powers of darkness. 6BC 1120.1 

The deception of sin had reached its height. All the agencies for depraving the souls of men had 
been put in operation. The Son of God, looking upon the world, beheld suffering and misery. 
With pity He saw how men had become victims of satanic cruelty. He looked with compassion 
upon those who were being corrupted, murdered, and lost. They had chosen a ruler who chained 
them to his car as captives. Bewildered and deceived, they were moving on in gloomy procession 
toward eternal ruin,—to death in which is no hope of life, toward night to which comes no 
morning. Satanic agencies were incorporated with men. The bodies of human beings, made for 
the dwelling place of God, had become the habitation of demons. The senses, the nerves, the 
passions, the organs of men, were worked by supernatural agencies in the indulgence of the 
vilest lust. The very stamp of demons was impressed upon the countenances of men. 
Human faces reflected the expression of the legions of evil with which they were possessed. 
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Such was the prospect upon which the world's Redeemer looked. What a spectacle for Infinite 
Purity to behold! DA 36.3 

The student who in his school life becomes familiar with the truths of God's word and feels their 
transforming power upon his heart will represent the character of Christ to the world in a well-
ordered life and a godly conversation. God will do great things for those who will open the 
heart to His word and let it take possession of the soul temple. The departure from the 
simplicity of true godliness on the part of students has had an influence to weaken character and 
lessen mental vigor. Their advancement in the sciences has been retarded, while if they had been 
like Daniel, hearers and doers of the word of God, they would have advanced as he did in all 
branches of learning upon which they entered. Being pure-minded, they would have become 
strong-minded. Every intellectual faculty would have been sharpened. CT 395.3 

When His words of instruction have been received, and have taken possession of us, Jesus is 
to us an abiding presence, controlling our thoughts and ideas and actions. We are imbued with 
the instruction of the greatest Teacher the world ever knew. A sense of human accountability and 
of human influence gives character to our views of life and of daily duties. Jesus Christ is 
everything to us—the first, the last, the best in everything. Jesus Christ, His Spirit, His 
character, colors everything; it is the warp and the woof, the very texture of our entire being. 
The words of Christ are spirit and life. We cannot, then, center our thoughts upon self; it is no 
more we that live, but Christ that liveth in us, and He is the hope of glory. Self is dead, but 
Christ is a living Saviour. Continuing to look unto Jesus, we reflect His image to all around us. 
We cannot stop to consider our disappointments, or even to talk of them; for a more pleasant 
picture attracts our sight—the precious love of Jesus. He dwells in us by the word of truth. TM 
389.1 

All who search the inspired word for themselves will gain a knowledge of a personal, 
abiding Saviour; and their Christian experience will not depend upon feeling, but upon the 
word of the living God. “The words I speak unto you,” said Jesus, “they are spirit, and they are 
life.” And the more one studies the word of God, the more that word takes possession of his 
mind, and he sees deeper and deeper into the divine purpose. Said the psalmist, “The entrance of 
thy words giveth light; it giveth understanding unto the simple,”—to all who, with the simplicity 
of a child, will search that word. “My son, if thou wilt receive my words, and hide my 
commandments with thee; so that thou incline thine ear unto wisdom, and apply thine heart to 
understanding; yea, if thou criest after knowledge, and liftest up thy voice for understanding; if 
thou seekest her as silver, and searchest for her as for hid treasures; then shalt thou understand 
the fear of the Lord, and find the knowledge of God. For the Lord giveth wisdom; out of his 
mouth cometh knowledge and understanding.” RH August 4, 1896, par. 9 

In striking contrast to the sanctification worked out in the life of John is the experience of his 
fellow disciple, Judas. Like his associate, Judas professed to be a disciple of Christ, but he 
possessed only a form of godliness. He was not insensible to the beauty of the character of 
Christ; and often, as he listened to the Saviour's words, conviction came to him, but he would not 
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humble his heart or confess his sins. By resisting the divine influence he dishonored the Master 
whom he professed to love. John warred earnestly against his faults; but Judas violated his 
conscience and yielded to temptation, fastening upon himself more securely his habits of evil. 
The practice of the truths that Christ taught was at variance with his desires and purposes, and he 
could not bring himself to yield his ideas in order to receive wisdom from heaven. Instead of 
walking in the light, he chose to walk in darkness. Evil desires, covetousness, revengeful 
passions, dark and sullen thoughts, were cherished until Satan gained full control of him. 
AA 557.2 

Satan is controlling the minds of the young, and we must work resolutely, and faithfully to 
save them. Very young children practice this vice, and it grows upon them and strengthens with 
their years, until every noble faculty of body and soul is being degraded. Many might have been 
saved if they had been carefully instructed in regard to the influence of this practice upon their 
health. They were ignorant of the fact that they were bringing much suffering upon themselves. 
Children who are experienced in this vice, seem to be bewitched by the Devil until they can 
impart their vile knowledge to others, even teaching very young children this practice. ApM 10.3 

We do not wish to drive you, dear boys, but help you to do right. We love you. No others can 
love you as we do. None can feel the interest in you that we do. We feel very anxious that you 
should be kept from sinful ways and evil habits. Satan has great control over the minds of the 
young, generally, because they do not go to the true source for strength to resist his 
temptations, and to overcome. God loves to have children put their trust in him, and ask 
him to help them. The promise is, my dear boys, “Ask, and ye shall receive.” Believe ye receive 
the things ye ask for, and ye shall have them. Now in the first place you have the promise that if 
you ask you shall receive. Then think what you most need to overcome. Acquaint yourselves 
with your failings, and then as you feel you cannot overcome in your own strength, ask God to 
help you. By doing this you acknowledge your own weakness, and throw yourselves upon God's 
arm. He will sustain you in your efforts to do right. But be careful and do not rely too much on 
your own strength and efforts. Ever realize that Satan is continually trying to lead your 
young, inexperienced minds to do wrong. In order to resist his temptations, you must rely upon 
a power stronger than your own. “Believe ye receive the things ye ask for, and ye shall have 
them.” Do not merely come to God and ask; but believe that he will do just as he has said he 
would. As you ask, believe he answers, and believe you do receive strength from him. AY 54.1 

Children need watchful care and guidance as never before, for Satan is striving to gain the 
control of their minds and hearts and to drive out the Spirit of God. The fearful state of the 
youth of this age constitutes one of the strongest signs that we are living in the last days, but the 
ruin of many may be traced directly to the wrong management of the parents. The spirit of 
murmuring against reproof has been taking root and is bearing its fruit of insubordination. While 
the parents are not pleased with the characters their children are developing, they fail to see the 
errors that make them what they are.... CG 176.3 
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Often erroneous opinions are transcribed on the mind, and these lead to an unwise course 
of action. Students should have time to talk with God, time to live in hourly, conscious 
communion with the principles of truth and righteousness and mercy. At this time 
straightforward investigation of the heart is essential. The student must place himself where he 
can draw from the Source of spiritual and intellectual power. He must require that every cause 
which asks his sympathy and co-operation has the approval of the reason which God has given 
him, and the conscience, which the Holy Spirit is controlling. He is not to perform an action 
that does not harmonize with the deep, holy principles which minister light to his soul and vigor 
to his will. Only thus can he do God the highest service. He is not to be taught that medical 
missionary work will bind him to any man, who shall dictate what his work shall be. 8T 164.1 

Now Satan prepares for a last mighty struggle for the supremacy. While deprived of his power 
and cut off from his work of deception, the prince of evil was miserable and dejected; but as the 
wicked dead are raised and he sees the vast multitudes upon his side, his hopes revive, and he 
determines not to yield the great controversy. He will marshal all the armies of the lost under 
his banner and through them endeavor to execute his plans. The wicked are Satan's 
captives. In rejecting Christ they have accepted the rule of the rebel leader. They are ready 
to receive his suggestions and to do his bidding. Yet, true to his early cunning, he does not 
acknowledge himself to be Satan. He claims to be the prince who is the rightful owner of the 
world and whose inheritance has been unlawfully wrested from him. He represents himself to his 
deluded subjects as a redeemer, assuring them that his power has brought them forth from their 
graves and that he is about to rescue them from the most cruel tyranny. The presence of Christ 
having been removed, Satan works wonders to support his claims. He makes the weak 
strong and inspires all with his own spirit and energy. He proposes to lead them against the 
camp of the saints and to take possession of the City of God. With fiendish exultation he points 
to the unnumbered millions who have been raised from the dead and declares that as their leader 
he is well able to overthrow the city and regain his throne and his kingdom. Mar 337.3 

When under Satan’s power, you make false representations. After the spell is broken, and 
others repeat to you the words that you have uttered, you deny everything; whereas the very 
words spoken are the words that in the visions of the night I have heard you speak for effect—
words that are untrue, but that you cannot help speaking when you are under the influence of 
satanic agencies. At such times you have no control over mind or spirit and are as fully 
under the influence of evil agencies as the converted are under the influence of the Holy 
Spirit. You do not resist the enemy, that he may flee from you. By him you are led to do many 
things that are abominations in the sight of God, but of which you have no knowledge and never 
will have unless you shall be converted. 18LtMs, Lt 245a, 1903, par. 20 

Jesus assured them that He had beheld their success. “I beheld Satan as lightning fall from 
heaven,” He said. [Verse 18.] Satan was once an angel of light in the heavenly courts. He was 
entrusted with an important position. But he coveted more power and sought to be even as God. 
As a result of his unholy apostasy, he and his followers were cast out of heaven and became 
angels of darkness. As Satan was cast out of heaven, so also he will be dispossessed of his 
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dominion in the hearts and minds of those who will glorify God. 20LtMs, Lt 119, 1905, par. 
28 
Through the preaching of the gospel, Satan and his angels are cast out from the minds of 
men. Through faith in the Word preached, men are enabled to gain the victory, and the devil 
loses his hold upon them. So he will eventually lose his power over all who continue to believe. 
His kingdom totters and falls before the presentation of sanctified truth. 20LtMs, Lt 119, 1905, 
par. 29 

Satan claims as his subjects all who allow their minds to be controlled by him. Unless we 
recognize Christ as our Master, and let His mind work in us, our thoughts will be prompted 
by Satan, and our characters will become like his. “Know ye not that your body is the temple 
of the Holy Ghost which is in you, which ye have of God, and ye are not your own? For ye are 
bought with a price: therefore glorify God in your body, and in your spirit, which are God’s.” [1 
Corinthians 6:19, 20.] 18LtMs, Ms 74, 1903, par. 15
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