The Blessings of Trials

Revelation 3:14-19 And unto the angel of the church of the Laodiceans write; These things saith
the Amen, the faithful and true witness, the beginning of the creation of God; I know thy works,
that thou art neither cold nor hot: I would thou wert cold or hot. So then because thou art
lukewarm, and neither cold nor hot, I will spue thee out of my mouth. Because thou sayest, I am
rich, and increased with goods, and have need of nothing; and knowest not that thou art
wretched, and miserable, and poor, and blind, and naked: I counsel thee to buy of me gold tried
in the fire, that thou mayest be rich; and white raiment, that thou mayest be clothed, and that the
shame of thy nakedness do not appear; and anoint thine eyes with eyesalve, that thou mayest see.
As many as I love, I rebuke and chasten: be zealous therefore, and repent.

What is this gold tried in the fire?

1 Peter 1:7-9 That the trial of your faith, being much more precious than of gold that perisheth,
though it be tried with fire, might be found unto praise and honour and glory at the appearing of
Jesus Christ: Whom having not seen, ye love; in whom, though now ye see him not, yet
believing, ye rejoice with joy unspeakable and full of glory: Receiving the end of your faith,
even the salvation of your souls.

What’s so important about faith?

Hebrews 11:6 But without faith it is impossible to please him : for he that cometh to God must
believe that he is, and that he is a rewarder of them that diligently seek him.

James 2:5 Hearken, my beloved brethren, Hath not God chosen the poor of this world rich in
faith, and heirs of the kingdom which he hath promised to them that love him?

What is faith?

Matthew 8:8-10 The centurion answered and said, Lord, I am not worthy that thou shouldest
come under my roof: but speak the word only, and my servant shall be healed. For I am a man
under authority, having soldiers under me: and I say to this man, Go, and he goeth; and to
another, Come, and he cometh; and to my servant, Do this, and he doeth it. When Jesus heard it,
he marvelled, and said to them that followed, Verily I say unto you, I have not found so great
faith, no, not in Israel.

Is faith profitable by itself?



James 2:17-18 Even so faith, if it hath not works, is dead, being alone. Yea, a man may say, Thou
hast faith, and I have works: shew me thy faith without thy works, and I will shew thee my faith
by my works.

How does faith work?

Galatians 5:6 For in Jesus Christ neither circumcision availeth any thing, nor uncircumecision; but
faith which worketh by love.

If you have all the works without the love does that do anything for you?

1 Corinthians 13:1-3 Though I speak with the tongues of men and of angels, and have not
charity, [ am become as sounding brass, or a tinkling cymbal. And though I have the gift of
prophecy, and understand all mysteries, and all knowledge; and though I have all faith, so that I
could remove mountains, and have not charity, I am nothing. And though I bestow all my goods
to feed the poor, and though I give my body to be burned, and have not charity, it profiteth me
nothing.

What is another similar example?

Matthew 7:21-23 Not every one that saith unto me, Lord, Lord, shall enter into the kingdom of
heaven; but he that doeth the will of my Father which is in heaven. Many will say to me in that
day, Lord, Lord, have we not prophesied in thy name? and in thy name have cast out devils? and
in thy name done many wonderful works? And then will I profess unto them, I never knew you:
depart from me, ye that work iniquity.

1 John 2:3-5 And hereby we do know that we know him, if we keep his commandments. He that
saith, I know him, and keepeth not his commandments, is a liar, and the truth is not in him. But
whoso keepeth his word, in him verily is the love of God perfected: hereby know we that we are
in him.

What were the people in Matthew 7 doing? Was it the will of God?
Matthew 10:1 And when he had called unto him his twelve disciples, he gave them power

against unclean spirits, to cast them out, and to heal all manner of sickness and all manner of
disease.

Let’s look at one more illustration from Matthew that’s a little different.

Matthew 25:34-46 Then shall the King say unto them on his right hand, Come, ye blessed of my
Father, inherit the kingdom prepared for you from the foundation of the world: For I was an
hungred, and ye gave me meat: I was thirsty, and ye gave me drink: I was a stranger, and ye took
me in: Naked, and ye clothed me: I was sick, and ye visited me: I was in prison, and ye came



unto me. Then shall the righteous answer him, saying, Lord, when saw we thee an hungred, and
fed thee ? or thirsty, and gave thee drink? When saw we thee a stranger, and took thee in? or
naked, and clothed thee ? Or when saw we thee sick, or in prison, and came unto thee? And the
King shall answer and say unto them, Verily I say unto you, Inasmuch as ye have done it unto
one of the least of these my brethren, ye have done it unto me. Then shall he say also unto them
on the left hand, Depart from me, ye cursed, into everlasting fire, prepared for the devil and his
angels: For I was an hungred, and ye gave me no meat: I was thirsty, and ye gave me no drink: I
was a stranger, and ye took me not in: naked, and ye clothed me not: sick, and in prison, and ye
visited me not. Then shall they also answer him, saying, Lord, when saw we thee an hungred, or
athirst, or a stranger, or naked, or sick, or in prison, and did not minister unto thee? Then shall he
answer them, saying, Verily I say unto you, Inasmuch as ye did it not to one of the least of these,
ye did it not to me. And these shall go away into everlasting punishment: but the righteous into
life eternal.

1 John 3:17-18 But whoso hath this world's good, and seeth his brother have need, and shutteth
up his bowels of compassion from him, how dwelleth the love of God in him? My little children,
let us not love in word, neither in tongue; but in deed and in truth.

How was the greatest love in the universe shown?

1 John 4:8-11 He that loveth not knoweth not God; for God is love. In this was manifested the
love of God toward us, because that God sent his only begotten Son into the world, that we might
live through him. Herein is love, not that we loved God, but that he loved us, and sent his Son to
be the propitiation for our sins. Beloved, if God so loved us, we ought also to love one another.

The love of God is powerful, because it was combined with action.

The matchless love of God for a world that did not love Him! The thought has a subduing power
upon the soul and brings the mind into captivity to the will of God.. SC 15.2

John 13:35 By this shall all men know that ye are my disciples, if ye have love one to another.

Christians must be Christlike. The life of a true, lovable Christian is the most powerful argument
that can be produced in favor of the Gospel. . ST August 16, 1905, par. 9

How is our faith, and love tested?
Isaiah 48:9-10 For my name's sake will I defer mine anger, and for my praise will I refrain for
thee, that I cut thee not off. Behold, I have refined thee, but not with silver; I have chosen thee in

the furnace of affliction.

God wants to refine us by the trials, by the afflictions in our lives.



Zechariah 13:9 And I will bring the third part through the fire, and will refine them as silver is
refined, and will try them as gold is tried: they shall call on my name, and I will hear them: I will
say, It is my people: and they shall say, The Lord is my God.

Malachi 3:2-3 But who may abide the day of his coming? and who shall stand when he
appeareth? for he is like a refiner's fire, and like fullers' soap: And he shall sit as a refiner and
purifier of silver: and he shall purify the sons of Levi, and purge them as gold and silver, that
they may offer unto the Lord an offering in righteousness.

What’s another way trials are described in the Bible?

Hebrews 12:5-7 And ye have forgotten the exhortation which speaketh unto you as unto children,
My son, despise not thou the chastening of the Lord, nor faint when thou art rebuked of him: For
whom the Lord loveth he chasteneth, and scourgeth every son whom he receiveth. If ye endure
chastening, God dealeth with you as with sons; for what son is he whom the father chasteneth
not?

1 Peter 4:12-14 Beloved, think it not strange concerning the fiery trial which is to try you, as
though some strange thing happened unto you: But rejoice, inasmuch as ye are partakers of
Christ's sufferings; that, when his glory shall be revealed, ye may be glad also with exceeding
joy. If ye be reproached for the name of Christ, happy are ye ; for the spirit of glory and of God
resteth upon you: on their part he is evil spoken of, but on your part he is glorified.

James 1:2-4 My brethren, count it all joy when ye fall into divers temptations; Knowing this, that
the trying of your faith worketh patience. But let patience have her perfect work, that ye may be
perfect and entire, wanting nothing.

Why does James say here that the trying of your faith does?

Luke 16:10 “He that is faithful in that which is least is faithful also in much: and he that is unjust
in the least is unjust also in much.”

God brings His people near Him by close, testing trials, by showing them their own weakness
and inability, and by teaching them to lean upon Him as their only help and safeguard. Then His
object is accomplished. They are prepared to be used in every emergency, to fill important
positions of trust, and to accomplish the grand purposes for which their powers were given them.
4T 86.1

God's work of refining and purifying must go on until His servants are so humbled, so dead to
self, that, when called into active service, their eye will be single to His glory. 4T 86.2

Is there blessings that come from enduring the trials?



James 1:12 Blessed is the man that endureth temptation: for when he is tried, he shall receive the
crown of life, which the Lord hath promised to them that love him.

Matthew 5:10-12 Blessed are they which are persecuted for righteousness' sake: for theirs is the
kingdom of heaven. Blessed are ye, when men shall revile you, and persecute you, and shall say
all manner of evil against you falsely, for my sake. Rejoice, and be exceeding glad: for great is
your reward in heaven: for so persecuted they the prophets which were before you.

Should we be fearful about the trials and persecutions we are going to face?

1 Corinthians 10:13 There hath no temptation taken you but such as is common to man: but God
is faithful, who will not suffer you to be tempted above that ye are able; but will with the
temptation also make a way to escape, that ye may be able to bear it.

2 Corinthians 12:8-10 For this thing I besought the Lord thrice, that it might depart from me.
And he said unto me, My grace is sufficient for thee: for my strength is made perfect in
weakness. Most gladly therefore will I rather glory in my infirmities, that the power of Christ
may rest upon me. Therefore I take pleasure in infirmities, in reproaches, in necessities, in
persecutions, in distresses for Christ's sake: for when I am weak, then am I strong.

John 16:33 These things I have spoken unto you, that in me ye might have peace. In the world ye
shall have tribulation: but be of good cheer; I have overcome the world.

God never leads His children otherwise than they would choose to be led, if they could see the
end from the beginning, and discern the glory of the purpose which they are fulfilling as co-
workers with Him. Not Enoch, who was translated to heaven, not Elijah, who ascended in a
chariot of fire, was greater or more honored than John the Baptist, who perished alone in the
dungeon. “Unto you it is given in the behalf of Christ, not only to believe on Him, but also to
suffer for His sake.” Philippians 1:29. And of all the gifts that Heaven can bestow upon men,
fellowship with Christ in His sufferings is the most weighty trust and the highest honor. . DA
224.5
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