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Angel* in Acts of the Apostles

Remember, angel is only one of the ways used in the writings of EGW to refer to God’s
messengers. Go to the context of any section copied and pasted below that you are interested in
reading more about.

He has sent forth His angels to minister to His church, and the gates of hell have not been able to
prevail against His people. AA 11.2

Look upon the touching scene. Behold the Majesty of heaven surrounded by the Twelve whom
He has chosen. He is about to set them apart for their work. By these feeble agencies, through
His word and Spirit, He designs to place salvation within the reach of all.

With gladness and rejoicing, God and the angels beheld this scene. AA 18.2-AA 18.3

They would not be left to fight alone. He assured them that He would be with them; and that if
they would go forth in faith, they should move under the shield of Omnipotence. He bade them
be brave and strong; for One mightier than angels would be in their ranks—the General of the
armies of heaven. He made full provision for the prosecution of their work and took upon
Himself the responsibility of its success. So long as they obeyed His word, and worked in
connection with Him, they could not fail. AA 29.1

While the disciples were gazing upward to catch the last glimpse of their ascending Lord, He
was received into the rejoicing ranks of heavenly angels. As these angels escorted Him to the
courts above, they sang in triumph, “Sing unto God, ye kingdoms of the earth; O sing praises
unto the Lord, to Him that rideth upon the heavens of heavens. AA 32.3

He will come in His own glory, and in the glory of His Father, and all the angelic host will escort
Him on His way. AA 33.3

When Christ passed within the heavenly gates, He was enthroned amidst the adoration of the
angels. As soon as this ceremony was completed, the Holy Spirit descended upon the disciples in
rich currents, and Christ was indeed glorified. AA 38.3

The church beheld converts flocking to her from all directions. Backsliders were reconverted.
Sinners united with believers in seeking the pearl of great price. Some who had been the bitterest
opponents of the gospel became its champions. The prophecy was fulfilled, “He that is feeble ...
shall be as David; and the house of David ... as the angel of the Lord.” Zechariah 12:8. AA 48.1

The men and women who through the long centuries of persecution and trial enjoyed a large

measure of the presence of the Spirit in their lives, have stood as signs and wonders in the world.
Before angels and men they have revealed the transforming power of redeeming love. AA 49.2
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As the chariot of angels received Him, His words had come to them, “Lo, I am with you alway,
even unto the end.” Matthew 28:20. AA 65.1

The God of heaven, the mighty Ruler of the universe, took the matter of the imprisonment of the
disciples into His own hands, for men were warring against His work. By night the angel of the
Lord opened the prison doors and said to the disciples, “Go, stand and speak in the temple to the
people all the words of this life.” AA 79.2

When Peter and John appeared among the believers and recounted how the angel had led them
directly through the band of soldiers guarding the prison, bidding them resume the work that had
been interrupted, the brethren were filled with amazement and joy. AA 80.1

Christ had said when He was with them, “Take heed to yourselves: for they shall deliver you up
to councils.” Mark 13:9. By sending an angel to deliver them, God had given them a token of His
love and an assurance of His presence. It was now their part to suffer for the sake of the One
whose gospel they were preaching. AA 81.3

Behold, ye have filled Jerusalem with your doctrine, and intend to bring this Man's blood upon
us,” Peter answered, “We ought to obey God rather than men.” It was an angel from heaven who
delivered them from prison and bade them teach in the temple. In following his directions they
were obeying the divine command, and this they must continue to do at whatever cost to
themselves. AA 81.4

Only as they were united with Christ could the disciples hope to have the accompanying power
of the Holy Spirit and the co-operation of angels of heaven. With the help of these divine
agencies they would present before the world a united front and would be victorious in the
conflict they were compelled to wage unceasingly against the powers of darkness. As they
should continue to labor unitedly, heavenly messengers would go before them, opening the way;
hearts would be prepared for the reception of truth, and many would be won to Christ. AA 90.2

As Stephen stood face to face with his judges to answer to the charge of blasphemy, a holy
radiance shone upon his countenance, and ““all that sat in the council, looking steadfastly on him,
saw his face as it had been the face of an angel.” Many who beheld this light trembled and veiled
their faces, but the stubborn unbelief and prejudice of the rulers did not waver. AA 99.1

Which of the prophets have not your fathers persecuted? and they have slain them which showed
before of the coming of the Just One; of whom ye have been now the betrayers and murderers:
who have received the law by the disposition of angels, and have not kept it.”

At this, priests and rulers were beside themselves with anger. Acting more like beasts of prey
than human beings, they rushed upon Stephen, gnashing their teeth. In the cruel faces about him
the prisoner read his fate; but he did not waver. For him the fear of death was gone. For him the
enraged priests and the excited mob had no terror. AA 100.2-AA 100.3
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This Ethiopian was a man of good standing and of wide influence. God saw that when converted
he would give others the light he had received and would exert a strong influence in favor of the
gospel. Angels of God were attending this seeker for light, and he was being drawn to the
Saviour. By the ministration of the Holy Spirit the Lord brought him into touch with one who
could lead him to the light. AA 107.3

An angel guided Philip to the one who was seeking for light and who was ready to receive the
gospel, and today angels will guide the footsteps of those workers who will allow the Holy Spirit
to sanctify their tongues and refine and ennoble their hearts. The angel sent to Philip could
himself have done the work for the Ethiopian, but this is not God's way of working. It is His plan
that men are to work for their fellow men. AA 109.2

The Saviour had spoken to Saul through Stephen, whose clear reasoning could not be
controverted. The learned Jew had seen the face of the martyr reflecting the light of Christ's
glory—appearing as if “it had been the face of an angel.” Acts 6:15. He had witnessed Stephen's
forbearance toward his enemies and his forgiveness of them. AA 116.2

While Saul in solitude at the house of Judas continued in prayer and supplication, the Lord
appeared in vision to “a certain disciple at Damascus, named Ananias,” telling him that Saul of
Tarsus was praying and in need of help. “Arise, and go into the street which is called Straight,”
the heavenly messenger said, “and inquire in the house of Judas for one called Saul, of Tarsus:
for, behold, he prayeth, and hath seen in a vision a man named Ananias coming in, and putting
his hand on him, that he might receive his sight.”

Ananias could scarcely credit the words of the angel; for the reports of Saul's bitter persecution
of the saints at Jerusalem had spread far and wide. He presumed to expostulate: “Lord, I have
heard by many of this man, how much evil he hath done to Thy saints at Jerusalem: and here he
hath authority from the chief priests to bind all that call on Thy name.” But the command was
imperative: “Go thy way: for he is a chosen vessel unto Me, to bear My name before the
Gentiles, and kings, and the children of Israel.”

Obedient to the direction of the angel, Ananias sought out the man who had but recently breathed
out threatenings against all who believed on the name of Jesus; and putting his hands on the head
of the penitent sufferer, he said, “Brother Saul, the Lord, even Jesus, that appeared unto thee in
the way as thou camest, hath sent me... AA 121.2-AA 121.4

The angel appeared to Cornelius while he was at prayer. As the centurion heard himself
addressed by name, he was afraid, yet he knew that the messenger had come from God, and he
said, “What is it, Lord?” The angel answered, “Thy prayers and thine alms are come up for a
memorial before God. And now send men to Joppa, and call for one Simon, whose surname is
Peter: he lodgeth with one Simon a tanner, whose house is by the seaside.” AA 133.3

“Send men to Joppa, and call for one Simon.” Thus God gave evidence of His regard for the
gospel ministry and for His organized church. The angel was not commissioned to tell Cornelius
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the story of the cross. A man subject, even as the centurion himself, to human frailties and
temptations, was to be the one to tell him of the crucified and risen Saviour. AA 134.1

As His representatives among men, God does not choose angels who have never fallen, but
human beings, men of like passions with those they seek to save. Christ took humanity that He
might reach humanity. A divine-human Saviour was needed to bring salvation to the world. And
to men and women has been committed the sacred trust of making known “the unsearchable
riches of Christ.” Ephesians 3:8. AA 134.2

Cornelius was gladly obedient to the vision. When the angel had gone, the centurion “called two
of his household servants, and a devout soldier of them that waited on him continually; and when
he had declared all these things unto them, he sent them to Joppa.”

The angel, after his interview with Cornelius, went to Peter, in Joppa. AA 134.4-AA 135.1

They told him of their singular errand, saying, “Cornelius the centurion, a just man, and one that
feareth God, and of good report among all the nation of the Jews, was warned from God by a
holy angel to send for thee into his house, and to hear words of thee.” AA 137.1

Cornelius then related his experience and the words of the angel, saying in conclusion,
“Immediately therefore I sent to thee; and thou hast well done that thou art come. Now therefore
are we all here present before God, to hear all things that are commanded thee of God.” AA
138.3

The day of Peter's execution was at last appointed, but still the prayers of the believers ascended
to heaven; and while all their energies and sympathies were called out in fervent appeals for help,
angels of God were watching over the imprisoned apostle. AA 145.3

It is the last night before the proposed execution. A mighty angel is sent from heaven to rescue
Peter. The strong gates that shut in the saint of God open without the aid of human hands. The
angel of the Most High passes through, and the gates close noiselessly behind him. He enters the
cell, and there lies Peter, sleeping the peaceful sleep of perfect trust.

The light that surrounds the angel fills the cell, but does not rouse the apostle. Not until he feels
the touch of the angel's hand and hears a voice saying, “Arise up quickly,” does he awaken
sufficiently to see his cell illuminated by the light of heaven, and an angel of great glory standing
before him. Mechanically he obeys the word spoken to him, and as in rising he lifts his hands he
is dimly conscious that the chains have fallen from his wrists.

Again the voice of the heavenly messenger bids him, “Gird thyself, and bind on thy sandals,”
and again Peter mechanically obeys, keeping his wondering gaze riveted upon his visitor and
believing himself to be dreaming or in a vision. Once more the angel commands, “Cast thy
garment about thee, and follow me.” He moves toward the door, followed by the usually
talkative Peter, now dumb from amazement. They step over the guard and reach the heavily
bolted door, which of its own accord swings open and closes again immediately, while the guards
within and without are motionless at their post.
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The second door, also guarded within and without, is reached. It opens as did the first, with no
creaking of hinges or rattling of iron bolts. They pass through, and it closes again as noiselessly.
In the same way they pass through the third gateway and find themselves in the open street. No
word is spoken; there is no sound of footsteps. The angel glides on in front, encircled by a light
of dazzling brightness, and Peter, bewildered, and still believing himself to be in a dream,
follows his deliverer. Thus they pass on through one street, and then, the mission of the angel
being accomplished, he suddenly disappears. AA 146.2-AA 147.2

He realized that his freedom was no delusion, no dream or vision, but a blessed reality. On the
morrow he was to have been led forth to die; but, lo, an angel had delivered him from prison and
from death. “And when Peter was come to himself, he said, Now I know of a surety, that the
Lord hath sent His angel, and hath delivered me out of the hand of Herod, and from all the
expectation of the people of the Jews.”

The apostle made his way at once to the house where his brethren were assembled and where
they were at that moment engaged in earnest prayer for him. “As Peter knocked at the door of the
gate, a damsel came to hearken, named Rhoda. And when she knew Peter's voice, she opened not
the gate for gladness, but ran in, and told how Peter stood before the gate. And they said unto her,
Thou art mad. But she constantly affirmed that it was even so. Then said they, It is his angel.
“But Peter continued knocking: and when they had opened the door, and saw him, they were
astonished. But he, beckoning unto them with the hand to hold their peace, declared unto them
how the Lord had brought him out of the prison.” AA 148.1-AA 148.3

The same angel who had come from the royal courts to rescue Peter, had been the messenger of
wrath and judgment to Herod. The angel smote Peter to arouse him from slumber; it was with a
different stroke that he smote the wicked king, laying low his pride and bringing upon him the
punishment of the Almighty. Herod died in great agony of mind and body, under the retributive
judgment of God. AA 152.1

The experience of Philip, directed by an angel from heaven to go to the place where he met one
seeking for truth; of Cornelius, visited by an angel with a message from God; of Peter, in prison
and condemned to death, led by an angel forth to safety—all show the closeness of the
connection between heaven and earth.

To the worker for God the record of these angel visits should bring strength and courage. Today,
as verily as in the days of the apostles, heavenly messengers are passing through the length and
breadth of the land, seeking to comfort the sorrowing, to protect the impenitent, to win the hearts
of men to Christ. We cannot see them personally; nevertheless they are with us, guiding,
directing, protecting.

Heaven is brought near to earth by that mystic ladder, the base of which is firmly planted on the
earth, while the topmost round reaches the throne of the Infinite. Angels are constantly ascending
and descending this ladder of shining brightness, bearing the prayers of the needy and distressed
to the Father above, and bringing blessing and hope, courage and help, to the children of men.
These angels of light create a heavenly atmosphere about the soul, lifting us toward the unseen
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and the eternal. We cannot behold their forms with our natural sight; only by spiritual vision can
we discern heavenly things. The spiritual ear alone can hear the harmony of heavenly voices.
“The angel of the Lord encampeth round about them that fear Him, and delivereth them.” Psalm
34:7. God commissions His angels to save His chosen ones from calamity, to guard them from
“the pestilence that walketh in darkness” and “the destruction that wasteth at noonday.” Psalm
91:6. Again and again have angels talked with men as a man speaketh with a friend, and led them
to places of security. Again and again have the encouraging words of angels renewed the
drooping spirits of the faithful and, carrying their minds above the things of earth, caused them to
behold by faith the white robes, the crowns, the palm branches of victory, which overcomers will
receive when they surround the great white throne.

It is the work of the angels to come close to the tried, the suffering, the tempted. They labor
untiringly in behalf of those for whom Christ died. When sinners are led to give themselves to
the Saviour, angels bear the tidings heavenward, and there is great rejoicing among the heavenly
host. “Joy shall be in heaven over one sinner that repenteth, more than over ninety and nine just
persons, which need no repentance.” Luke 15:7. A report is borne to heaven of every successful
effort on our part to dispel the darkness and to spread abroad the knowledge of Christ. As the
deed is recounted before the Father, joy thrills through all the heavenly host.

The principalities and powers of heaven are watching the warfare which, under apparently
discouraging circumstances, God's servants are carrying on. New conquests are being achieved,
new honors won, as the Christians, rallying round the banner of their Redeemer, go forth to fight
the good fight of faith. All the heavenly angels are at the service of the humble, believing people
of God; and as the Lord's army of workers here below sing their songs of praise, the choir above
join with them in ascribing praise to God and to His Son.

We need to understand better than we do the mission of the angels. It would be well to remember
that every true child of God has the co-operation of heavenly beings. Invisible armies of light
and power attend the meek and lowly ones who believe and claim the promises of God.
Cherubim and seraphim, and angels that excel in strength, stand at God's right hand, “all
ministering spirits, sent forth to minister for them who shall be heirs of salvation.” Hebrews 1:14.
AA 152.3-AA 154.2

The angel that appeared to Ananias had said of Paul, “He is a chosen vessel unto Me, to bear My
name before the Gentiles, and kings, and the children of Israel.” Acts 9:15. And Paul himself,
later in his Christian experience, while praying in the temple at Jerusalem, had been visited by an
angel from heaven, who bade him, “Depart: for I will send thee far hence unto the Gentiles.”
Acts 22:21. AA 159.1

But while men were cruel and vindictive, or criminally negligent of the solemn responsibilities
devolving upon them, God had not forgotten to be gracious to His servants. All heaven was
interested in the men who were suffering for Christ's sake, and angels were sent to visit the
prison. At their tread the earth trembled. The heavily bolted prison doors were thrown open; the
chains and fetters fell from the hands and feet of the prisoners; and a bright light flooded the
prison. AA 215.1
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Terrible is the struggle that takes place between the forces of good and of evil in important
centers where the messengers of truth are called upon to labor. “We wrestle not against flesh and
blood,” declares Paul, “but against principalities, against powers, against the rulers of the
darkness of this world.” Ephesians 6:12. Till the close of time there will be a conflict between the
church of God and those who are under the control of evil angels. AA 219.1

The minds of the Bereans were not narrowed by prejudice. They were willing to investigate the
truthfulness of the doctrines preached by the apostles. They studied the Bible, not from curiosity,
but in order that they might learn what had been written concerning the promised Messiah. Daily
they searched the inspired records, and as they compared scripture with scripture, heavenly
angels were beside them, enlightening their minds and impressing their hearts. AA 231.2

The gospel workers in Corinth realized the terrible dangers threatening the souls of those for
whom they were laboring; and it was with a sense of the responsibility resting on them that they
presented the truth as it is in Jesus. Clear, plain, and decided was their message—a savor of life
unto life, or of death unto death. And not only in their words, but in the daily life, was the gospel
revealed. Angels co-operated with them, and the grace and power of God was shown in the
conversion of many. “Crispus, the chief ruler of the synagogue, believed on the Lord with all his
house; and many of the Corinthians hearing believed, and were baptized.” AA 249.1

“We ourselves,” he wrote, “glory in you in the churches of God for your patience and faith in all
your persecutions and tribulations that ye endure: ... and to you who are troubled rest with us,
when the Lord Jesus shall be revealed from heaven with His mighty angels, in flaming fire
taking vengeance on them that know not God, and that obey not the gospel of our Lord Jesus
Christ: who shall be punished with everlasting destruction from the presence of the Lord, and
from the glory of His power. AA 264.3

The propensities that control the natural heart must be subdued by the grace of Christ before
fallen man is fitted to enter heaven and enjoy the society of the pure, holy angels. AA 273.2

Through spiritualism many of the sick, the bereaved, the curious, are communicating with evil
spirits. All who venture to do this are on dangerous ground. The word of truth declares how God
regards them. In ancient times He pronounced a stern judgment on a king who had sent for
counsel to a heathen oracle: “Is it not because there is not a God in Israel, that ye go to inquire of
Baal-zebub the god of Ekron? Now therefore thus saith the Lord, Thou shalt not come down
from that bed on which thou art gone up, but shalt surely die.” 2 Kings 1:3, 4.

The magicians of heathen times have their counterpart in the spiritualistic mediums, the
clairvoyants, and the fortune-tellers of today. The mystic voices that spoke at Endor and at
Ephesus are still by their lying words misleading the children of men. Could the veil be lifted
from before our eyes, we should see evil angels employing all their arts to deceive and to
destroy. Wherever an influence is exerted to cause men to forget God, there Satan is exercising
his bewitching power. When men yield to his influence, ere they are aware the mind is
bewildered and the soul polluted. The apostle's admonition to the Ephesian church should be
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heeded by the people of God today: “Have no fellowship with the unfruitful works of darkness,
but rather reprove them.” Ephesians 5:11. AA 290.1-AA 290.2

A report of this speech was rapidly circulated. “The whole city was filled with confusion.”
Search was made for Paul, but the apostle was not to be found. His brethren, receiving an
intimation of the danger, had hurried him from the place. Angels of God had been sent to guard
the apostle; his time to die a martyr's death had not yet come. AA 293.1

The surrender must be complete. Every weak, doubting, struggling soul who yields fully to the
Lord is placed in direct touch with agencies that enable him to overcome. Heaven is near to him,
and he has the support and help of angels of mercy in every time of trial and need. AA 299.1

To the Corinthian believers who had lost sight of this plain counsel, Paul wrote in no uncertain
terms of admonition and rebuke. “Dare any of you,” he asked, “having a matter against another,
go to law before the unjust, and not before the saints? Do ye not know that the saints shall judge
the world? and if the world shall be judged by you, are ye unworthy to judge the smallest
matters? Know ye not that we shall judge angels? how much more things that pertain to this life?
If then ye have judgments of things pertaining to this life, set them to judge who are least
esteemed in the church. I speak to your shame. AA 304.2

Paul set forth the importance of that love which should be cherished by the followers of Christ:
“Though I speak with the tongues of men and of angels, and have not charity, I am become as
sounding brass, or a tinkling cymbal. AA 318.1

God could have proclaimed His truth through sinless angels, but this is not His plan. He chooses
human beings, men compassed with infirmity, as instruments in the working out of His designs.
The priceless treasure is placed in earthen vessels. Through men His blessings are to be
conveyed to the world. Through them His glory is to shine forth into the darkness of sin. AA
330.2

Point after point Paul lingered over, in order that those who should read his epistle might fully
comprehend the wonderful condescension of the Saviour in their behalf. Presenting Christ as He
was when equal with God and with Him receiving the homage of the angels, the apostle traced
His course until He had reached the lowest depths of humiliation. Paul was convinced that if they
could be brought to comprehend the amazing sacrifice made by the Majesty of heaven, all
selfishness would be banished from their lives. AA 333.1

When God's messengers recognize their responsibilities toward the needy portions of the Lord's
vineyard, and in the spirit of the Master Worker labor untiringly for the conversion of souls, the
angels of God will prepare the way before them, and the means necessary for the carrying
forward of the work will be provided. Those who are enlightened will give freely to support the
work done in their behalf. They will respond liberally to every call for help, and the Spirit of God
will move upon their hearts to sustain the Lord's cause not only in the home fields, but in the
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regions beyond. Thus strength will come to the working forces in other places, and the work of
the Lord will advance in His own appointed way. AA 357.3

“I marvel that ye are so soon removed from Him that called you into the grace of Christ unto
another gospel: which is not another; but there be some that trouble you, and would pervert the
gospel of Christ. But though we, or an angel from heaven, preach any other gospel unto you than
that which we have preached unto you, let him be accursed.” Paul's teachings had been in
harmony with the Scriptures, and the Holy Spirit had witnessed to his labors; therefore he
warned his brethren not to listen to anything that contradicted the truths he had taught them. AA
384.1

In the midst of the tumult the apostle was calm and self-possessed. His mind was stayed upon
God, and he knew that angels of heaven were about him. He felt unwilling to leave the temple
without making an effort to set the truth before his countrymen. AA 408.1

“And when he had so said, there arose a dissension between the Pharisees and the Sadducees:
and the multitude was divided. For the Sadducees say that there is no resurrection, neither angel,
nor spirit: but the Pharisees confess both.” The two parties began to dispute between themselves,
and thus the strength of their opposition against Paul was broken. “The scribes that were of the
Pharisees’ part arose, and strove, saying, We find no evil in this man: but if a spirit or an angel
hath spoken to him, let us not fight against God.” AA 411.2

Yet in this man, apparently without friends or wealth or position, and held a prisoner for his faith
in the Son of God, all heaven was interested. Angels were his attendants. Had the glory of one of
those shining messengers flashed forth, the pomp and pride of royalty would have paled; king
and courtiers would have been stricken to the earth, as were the Roman guards at the sepulcher
of Christ. AA 434.4

And now I exhort you to be of good cheer: for there shall be no loss of any man's life among
you, but of the ship. For there stood by me this night the angel of God, whose I am, and whom I
serve, saying, Fear not, Paul; thou must be brought before Caesar: and, lo, God hath given thee
all them that sail with thee. AA 443.1

He who would build up a strong, symmetrical character, he who would be a well-balanced
Christian, must give all and do all for Christ; for the Redeemer will not accept divided service.
Daily he must learn the meaning of self-surrender. He must study the word of God, learning its
meaning and obeying its precepts. Thus he may reach the standard of Christian excellence. Day
by day God works with him, perfecting the character that is to stand in the time of final test. And
day by day the believer is working out before men and angels a sublime experiment, showing
what the gospel can do for fallen human beings. AA 483.1

The great purpose that constrained Paul to press forward in the face of hardship and difficulty
should lead every Christian worker to consecrate himself wholly to God's service. Worldly
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attractions will be presented to draw his attentions from the Saviour, but he is to press on toward
the goal, showing to the world, to angels, and to men that the hope of seeing the face of God is
worth all the effort and sacrifice that the attainment of this hope demands. AA 484.1

By angel messengers, earth is connected with heaven, and all the deeds of men, whether good or
evil, are open to the eye of Infinite Justice. AA 494.3

(wow...)

Many who that day looked upon him “saw his face as it had been the face of an angel.” Acts
6:15. AA495.2

The spirit of the true shepherd is one of self-forgetfulness. He loses sight of self in order that he
may work the works of God. By the preaching of the word and by personal ministry in the homes
of the people, he learns their needs, their sorrows, their trials; and, co-operating with the great
Burden Bearer, he shares their afflictions, comforts their distresses, relieves their soul hunger,
and wins their hearts to God. In this work the minister is attended by the angels of heaven, and
he himself is instructed and enlightened in the truth that maketh wise unto salvation. AA 527.2

It is no part of Christ's mission to compel men to receive Him. It is Satan, and men actuated by
his spirit, who seek to compel the conscience. Under a pretense of zeal for righteousness, men
who are confederated with evil angels sometimes bring suffering upon their fellow men in order
to convert them to their ideas of religion; but Christ is ever showing mercy, ever seeking to win
by the revealing of His love. He can admit no rival in the soul, nor accept of partial service; but
He desires only voluntary service, the willing surrender of the heart under the constraint of love.
AA541.1

Let the recording angels write the history of the holy struggles and conflicts of the people of
God; let them record their prayers and tears; but let not God be dishonored by the declaration
from human lips, “I am sinless; I am holy.” Sanctified lips will never give utterance to such
presumptuous words. AA 561.3

The apostle Paul had been caught up to the third heaven and had seen and heard things that could
not be uttered, and yet his unassuming statement is: “Not as though I had already attained, either
were already perfect: but I follow after.” Philippians 3:12. Let the angels of heaven write of
Paul's victories in fighting the good fight of faith. Let heaven rejoice in his steadfast tread
heavenward, and that, keeping the prize in view, he counts every other consideration dross.
Angels rejoice to tell his triumphs, but Paul makes no boast of his attainments. The attitude of
Paul is the attitude that every follower of Christ should take as he urges his way onward in the
strife for the immortal crown. AA 562.1

John was cast into a caldron of boiling oil; but the Lord preserved the life of His faithful servant,
even as He preserved the three Hebrews in the fiery furnace. As the words were spoken, Thus
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perish all who believe in that deceiver, Jesus Christ of Nazareth, John declared, My Master
patiently submitted to all that Satan and his angels could devise to humiliate and torture Him. He
gave His life to save the world. I am honored in being permitted to suffer for His sake. [ am a
weak, sinful man. Christ was holy, harmless, undefiled. He did no sin, neither was guile found in
His mouth. AA 570.1

Patmos, a barren, rocky island in the Aegean Sea, had been chosen by the Roman government as
a place of banishment for criminals; but to the servant of God this gloomy abode became the gate
of heaven. Here, shut away from the busy scenes of life, and from the active labors of former
years, he had the companionship of God and Christ and the heavenly angels, and from them he
received instruction for the church for all future time. The events that would take place in the
closing scenes of this earth's history were outlined before him; and there he wrote out the visions
he received from God. When his voice could no longer testify to the One whom he loved and
served, the messages given him on that barren coast were to go forth as a lamp that burneth,
declaring the sure purpose of the Lord concerning every nation on the earth. AA 570.4

Jesus does not present to His followers the hope of attaining earthly glory and riches, of living a
life free from trial. Instead He calls upon them to follow Him in the path of self-denial and
reproach. He who came to redeem the world was opposed by the united forces of evil. In an
unpitying confederacy, evil men and evil angels arrayed themselves against the Prince of Peace.
His every word and act revealed divine compassion, and His unlikeness to the world provoked
the bitterest hostility. AA 576.1

John was strengthened to live in the presence of his glorified Lord. Then before his wondering
vision were opened the glories of heaven. He was permitted to see the throne of God and,
looking beyond the conflicts of earth, to behold the white-robed throng of the redeemed. He
heard the music of the heavenly angels and the triumphant songs of those who had overcome by
the blood of the Lamb and the word of their testimony. In the revelation given to him there was
unfolded scene after scene of thrilling interest in the experience of the people of God, and the
history of the church foretold to the very close of time. In figures and symbols, subjects of vast
importance were presented to John, which he was to record, that the people of God living in his
age and in future ages might have an intelligent understanding of the perils and conflicts before
them. AA 582.3

The angel commanded, “But thou, O Daniel, shut up the words, and seal the book, even to the
time of the end.” Daniel 12:4. AA 585.1

The seven stars are the angels of the seven churches: and the seven candlesticks which thou
sawest are the seven churches.” Revelation 1:11, 18-20. AA 585.2

“He that overcometh, the same shall be clothed in white raiment; and I will not blot out his name
out of the book of life, but I will confess his name before My Father, and before His angels.” 3:5
AA 588.2
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The pillar of fire that speaks terror and wrath to the transgressor of God's law is a token of light
and mercy and deliverance to those who have kept His commandments. The arm strong to smite
the rebellious will be strong to deliver the loyal. Everyone who is faithful will be saved. “He
shall send His angels with a great sound of a trumpet, and they shall gather together His elect
from the four winds, from one end of heaven to the other.” Matthew 24:31. AA 589.2

In comparison with the millions of the world, God's people will be, as they have ever been, a
little flock; but if they stand for the truth as revealed in His word, God will be their refuge. They
stand under the broad shield of Omnipotence. God is always a majority. When the sound of the
last trump shall penetrate the prison house of the dead, and the righteous shall come forth with
triumph, exclaiming, “O death, where is thy sting? O grave, where is thy victory?” (1
Corinthians 15:55)—standing then with God, with Christ, with the angels, and with the loyal and
true of all ages, the children of God will be far in the majority. AA 590.1

“And I John saw the Holy City, New Jerusalem, coming down from God out of heaven, prepared
as a bride adorned for her husband.” “Her light was like unto a stone most precious, even like a
jasper stone, clear as crystal; and had a wall great and high, and had twelve gates, and at the
gates twelve angels, and names written thereon, which are the names of the twelve tribes of the
children of Israel.” “The twelve gates were twelve pearls; every several gate was of one pearl:
and the street of the city was pure gold, as it were transparent glass. And I saw no temple therein:
for the Lord God Almighty and the Lamb are the temple of it.” Revelation 21:2, 11, 12, 21, 22.
AAS591.3
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